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IT is cdramoiJy faid, that the lile x>£ a good 
writer is beft read hi his works j which caA 
fcarce fail to receive i peculiar tindliire from 
his temper, manners, and habits : tht diftinguiftiing 
chara^et of his mind, his ruling puffion, at leall, 
will there appear taxdifguifed. But however juft this 
i)bfervation mAy be ; and although wt might fafely 
teft Mr. Thonifon^s fame, as a good man, as well as 
"a man of genius, on this fole footing ; yet the defire 
^ ^^vhich the public always fli^ws of being more parti* 
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cularly acquainted with the hiftory of an 'eminent 
author, ought not to be difappointed j as it proceeds 
not from mere cui'iofity, but chiefly from afFc(aion 
and gratitude to thofe by whom they have been cfn* ' 
tertained and inftrudled. 

To give fome account of a deceafed friend is often 
a piece of jullice like wife, which ought not to be re- 
fu/ed to his mtmory : to prevent or eflFace the im- 
pertineirt fi^Etions which officious Biographers are fo 
apt to coUeft and propagate. And w« may addf 
that the circumftances of an author^s life will ibme- 
times throw the beft light upon his writings ; in- 
ftances whereof we (hall meet with in the following 
pages. 

Mr- Thomfon was born ait Ednam^ in the fliire of 
Roxbtirgh^ on the i ith of September y in the year 1700. 
His father, minifter of that place, was but little known 
beyond the narrow circle of his co-prefbyters, and to 
a few gentlemen in the neighbourhood ; but highly 
refpected by them, for his piety, and his diligence in 
the paftoral duty : as appeared afterwards in their 
kind offices to his widow and orphan family. 

The Reverend Meffrs. Rkcarton and Giiflhart^^ir* 
ticularly, took a mofl affe<!itionate and friendly part iij. 
all their concerns. The former, a man of uncQmmott 
penetration and good tafte, had very early difcovered. 
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through the nidenefs of young I'homfon^t puerile cflaj?, 
a fund of genius well deferving culture smd encou- 
ragement. He undertook, tlicrefore, with the father's 
approbation, the chief diredion of his (Indies, fur- 
niihed him with the proper books, correAed his per- 
formances ; and was daily rewarded with the pleafure 
of &eing his labour io happily employed. 

The other reverend gentleman, Mr. GuJlharU who 
is ftill living, one of the minifters of Edinburgh j and 
feniorof the Chapel Royal, was no lefs fervlceable to 
Wrs. Tbomfofi in the management of her little affairs ; 
u-hich, after the deceafe of her hulband, burdened as 
{he was with a family of nine children, required the 
prudent couhfels and affiftance of tlmt faithful a ad. 
generous f^iend>^- 

Sir Williaw. Benntt likewile, well known for his gay 
iumour and ready poetical wit, was highly delighted 
•with our ytjung poet, and ufed to invite him to pals 
the fummer vacation at his country feat : a fcene o£ 
life which. Mr. I'homifon always remembered witii par- 
ticular pleafure. But what he wrote during that time, 
either to entertain Sir WHHam and Mr. Rkcartmiy or 
ibr his own amufement, he deftroyed every new year's- 
day ; committing his little pieces to the flames in their 
due order ; and crowning the folemnity with a p opy 
©f verfes, in which were hnraouronfly recited the fc- 
-texal grounds of their condemnation^ 
a 2 
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After the uTual courfe of fdiool education, under 
an able mafler at Jedburgh^ Mr. Thomfin was fent to 
the Univerfity of Edinburgh^ But in the fecond year 
of his admiiliony bis iludies were for fome time inter* 
rupted by the death of his father ; who was carried off 
i^ fuddenly> that it was not poffible for Mr. Tho?nfon^ 
with al] the diligence he could ufe> to, receive his laft 
blefiing. This a£Fe^ed him to an uncommon degree ;. 
and his relations (^ill. remember fome extraordinary in-^ 
fiances of his grief and filial duty on that occafion*. 

Mrs. Thontfofiy whofe maiden name was HtmiCy and 
who was co-heirefs of a fmall eflate in. the country, 
did not fmk under this misfortune. She confulted 
Jier friend Mv^GuJihart ; and having, by his advice^ 
mortgaged her moiety of the farm, repaired with her 
family to Edinburgh ; where (he lived in a decent,, 
frugal maimer, till her favourite fon had not only 
&iifhed his academical courfe, but was even diftin^ 
guifhed and patronized as 9. man of genius. She was« 
herfelf, a perfon of uncommon natural endowments ; 
pofTeffed of every focial and domeftic virtue ; with aa 
imagination,^ for vivacity and warmth^ fcarce inferior 
to her fon's, and which raifed her devotional exerci;- 
fes to a pitch bordering on ienthnfiafin.. 

But whatever advantage Mr.. Thojnfon might de* 
rive from the complexion of his parent, it is certain 
he owed much to a reli|;ious education i and that bk. 
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•arly abcqtraintance with the facrcd writings contri- 
buted greatly to ^zafithllmey by whichhis works will 
be for ever diftinguiflied. In his firft pieces, . the Ssa^ 
Jpns^ we fee him at once aiTume the majeftic freedom* 
of an Eaflern writer ; feizing the grand images as they 
rife,, clothing them tn his own expreffive iangiiaget< 
and prefervingi throughout, the grace, the variety,, 
smd the dignity which belong to a. juft compofition ^ 
tuihurt by the fli£Euefs of formal methodi' * 

About this time, the ftudy of poetry :mff,% becomt • 
general in Scot land y, the beft Englijh autljprs being, 
'univeriklly (esid, and imitations of them attempted*- 
MdifonhaA lately dlfplayed the beauties' of Milt9ffz 
irnmortal work ; and his resdarks on it, together with 
Mr. Bop€*% celebrated Effay^ had. opened the way to 
an acquaintance with the beil poets i4id critics* 

• But the moft learned critic is not always the beft 
judge of: poetry j tafte being a gift of nature, the 
want of which Arijiotle suid^ofu cannot f apply j . iK)r 
evtn the ftudy of the beft originals, .wlien the reader's 
.faculties are not tuned iu a certain confiyiance to thoie 
of the poet : and this happened to be the cafe with 
certain. learned gentlemen,, into whofe hands a few of 
Mr. Thovt/on'% firft«effay6 had fallen* Some inaccu^ 
racies of ftyle, and thofe luxuriancics which a young 
writer can hardly avoid, lay open to their cavils and 
cenfure.;. & iju: iudecd they might be competa»t 
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judges : but the Ure and cnthufiafin of the ];ioet had 
entirely efcaped their notice. Mr. fhomfariy however^ 
confcious of his own ffarength^ va& not difcouraged 
by this treatment ; efpecially as he had fome friend* 
on whofe judgment he could better rely, and wh© 
thought very differentiy of hi» performances, Only^ 
from that time he began to turn his views towards 
London ; where works of genius may always expedk 
a candid reception and due encouragement ; and ^^ 
accident foon after entirely determined him to try his. 
fortune there 

The divrnity chair at Edmbwfgh was then filled byr 
the reverend and learned Mr. Hamilton; a gentleman: 
Bniverfaliy refpeAed and beloved % and who had par*^ 
ticularly endeared hknfelf to the young divines un^ 
^der Im care> by his kind offices, his^ candor, and af«- 
fiibility.. Our author had attended his lectures for 
abont a year, when there was prefcribed te him for 
the fubjeS of an exereifb> a Pfahn^ in which the 
powei! and majefty of God are celebrated. Of thi^ 
F^m he gave a paraphrafe and illuftration, as the 
nature of the excrcife required ; but in a ftyle. ib high- 
ly poetical as furprifed the whole audience. Mi».. 
Ji4tmitt<m% as his cuftom was, complimented the ora»- 
tor upoi^ hts performance^ and pointed t)ut to the 
ftudents the moft mafterly ftrikihg parts of it ; but at 
hift, turning to Mr. fhomfon^ he told him, fmiling,, 
diat if he thought of being ufefid in the auniftry^ he 
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mull keep a ftri6ler rein upon his imaginationi and 
exprefs himfelf in language more intelligible to an or* 
dinary congregation. 

T^is gave Mr» Thotnfin to nnderftandy that hTs ex-^ 
pedations from the ftudy of dieology might be very 
precarious ; even though the Church had been more 
his free choice than probably it was. So that having, 
foon after, received fome encouragement from alady 
of quality, a friend of his mother, then in London^ 
he quickly prepared himfelf for kts journey. And, 
although this encouragement ended in nothing bene-^ 
ficial, it ferved for the prefent as a good pretext, to 
cover the imprudence of committing himfelf to the 
wide world, unfriended and unpatronized, and with 
the flender ftock of money he was then pofleffed o£ 

But his merit did not long ly concealed. Mr* 
Forhesi afterwards Lord Prefident of the Seflion, then 
attending the fervice of Parliament, having feen a fpe». 
eunen of Mr. Thomjhf^^ poetry in S^othndy received 
him very kindly, and recommended him to fome of 
Iiis friends r particularly to Mn Aikman^ who lived in 
great intimacy with many perfons of diftinguifhed 
rank and worth. This gentleman, from a connoiffeur 
m paintltig, was become a profefs'd painter ; and his 
tafle being no kfs juft and delicate in the kindred art 
of defcriptive poetry, than in his own, no wonder 
that he foon conceived a &iendihip for our a^ithoc* 
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What a warm return lie met withy and how Mr« 
*thowf>n was afib<5ted by his fiiend's j^emature death,, 
appears in the copy of verfes which he wrote on that. 
occafion* 

In the mean time, our author's reception, where-^ 
ever he was introdvced, emboldened him to nfque 
the publication of his Winter i^ in which, as himfelf 
was a mere novice in fuch matters, he was kindly 
ai&fted by Mr. MalUty. tlien jH-ivate tutor to bis 
Grace the Duke of Montrofe^ and his brother the 
Lord George Grakstmf fo well known afterwards as 
an able and gallant fea- officer- To Mr. Mauet he 
likewife owed his firfk acquaintance with feveral of 
the wits of that time ; an exaft information of their 
characters, perfonal and poetical,, aisd how they 
ftood aflPefted to each other. 

Th£ Poem. of Wintery publiihcd in MarcH 1726^. 
was no fooner read than uiiiverfally admired : thofe 
©nly excepted who had not been ufed to feel,, or to 
jbok for^-any thing in poetry, beyond a/w;/ of fati- 
rical or epigrammatic wit, a fmart /z/i/z/i^^/f.r, richly 
.tiimmed with>rhime^or the foftneis of an elegiac com- 
plaint. To fuch his manly clafficai fpirit could not 
readily recommend itfelf ; . till after a more attentive 
perufal, they had. got the better of their prejudices,- 
\ and either acquired or afFe<aed a truer tafte. A few 
others ftood aloof, merely becaufe they, had long be:- 
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fore fixed the articles of their poetical creedi and re* 
iigned themfelves to an abfolute defpair of ever feeing 
any thing new and original. Thefe were fomewhat 
mortified to find their notions difturbed by the appear* 
ance of a poet, >*'ho feemed to owe nothing but to 
nature and his own genius. But, in a ihort time^ 
the applaufe became unanimous ; every one wonder* 
iaig how fo many pidtures, and pi(flures fo familiar, 
fhould have moved them but faintly to what they fek 
in his defcriptions. His digreflions too, the overflow* 
ings of a tender benevolent heart, charm'd the read- 
er no lefs ; leaving hiili in doubt, whether he Ihould 
more admire the Poet^ or love the Man^ 

From that time Mr. Hhomfon^^ acquaintance wsfg 
courted by all men of tafte ; and feveral ladies of high 
rank and diftin^ion became his declared patroneiTes ; 
the Countefs oX. Hertford^ Mifs Drclincourtt afterwards 
Vifcountefs Pnmrofi^ Mrs. Stanley $ and others. But 
the chief happinefs which his Winter procured hioi 
•was, that it brought htm acquainted with Dr. Rundkt 
afterwards Lord Bifliop of Derry : who, upon conver* 
jGng with Mr. Thomfint and finding in him qualities 
greater ftill, and of more value, than thofc of a poet, 
received, him into his intimate confidence and friend* 
ihip; promoted his charader every where; intro* 
duced him to his great friend the Lord ChanceU 
lor talhot; and, fome years after, when the eldest. 
fea of that uobkmaa was to make bis tfiwr of travel- 
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ling, recoimnendcd Mr. Thomfon as a proper com* 
panion for htm. His a^Tedion and gratitude to Dr# 
Rundley and his indignation at the treatment that 
worthy prelate had met with, are finely exprcfled \i\ 
his poem to the memory of Lord ^Talbot. The true 
caufe of that undeferved treatment has been fecreted 
from the public, as well as the dark mancsuvres that 
were employed : but Mr. Thomfon y who had accefs X» 
the beft information, places it to the account of 



'•Slanderous zealy and politics infirm^ 



yealous of nvortL 

Meanwhile, our poet's chief care had been, hi 
iretum for the public favour, to finifh the plan which 
their wiihes laid out for him ; and the expe<^ations 
which his IVinUr had raifed, were fully fatisfied by 
the fucceflive publication of the other Sea/hns : o£ 
Sumfuery in the year 1727 ; of Springy in the begin- 
ning of the following year? and of Autumn^ in a 
quarto edition of his works, printed m 1730, 

In that edition, the Seafons are placed in their. na- 
tural orders andcrown^ with that inrmitable Hymn^ 
in which we view them in their beautiful fucceffion, 
as one 'whole y the immediate effeft of infinite Po'vjef and 
Goodnefs, In imitation of the Hebrew Bard, all nature 
45 called forth to do homage t<i the Creator, and tha 
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reader is left ehraptur'd in Gknt adoraHoo and 
pi-aife. 

Be^i&es thefe, and his tragedy of Sofbom/ia^ writ- 
ten^ and aded with applaufe, in the year 1 729, Mr. 
Thomfon had, in 1727, publiflied his poem to the Me- 
mory of Sir Ifaa€ Ne^^in^ then lately deceafedj con« 
taining a deferred encomium of that incomparable 
rpan» with an account of lus chief diicoYeries; fu- 
blimely poetical ; and yet fo juft, that an ingenious 
foreigner, the Count Algar^tti^ takes a line of it for 
the text of his philofophical dialogues,^ // NeuUnla* 
nifmo per le dame : this was in part owing to the affift- 
prnce he had of his friend Mr* Gray^ a gentleman 
"weU verfcd in the Newtonian Pbikfopkyy who, on that 
occalion, gave him a very exad, though general, 
^aliilrad of its principles. 

That fame year, the refentment of our merchants, 
for the interruption of their trade by the Spaniards in 
Ainericay running very high, Mr. Thomfon zealoufly 
took part in it ; and wrote his poem Britannia^ to 
roufe the nation to revenge. And although this piece 
is the lefs read that its fubje^l was but accidental and 
temporary ; the fpirited generous fentiments that en- 
rich it, can never be out of feafon : they will at leaft re- 
main a monument of that love of his country, that de- 
vothn ta tht^ public, which he is ever inctdcating as 
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the perfed^ion of virtue, and which none <fver felt 
moFe.pure,%r more intenfe> than himfetf* 

Our author's poetical fludSes were now to be in*- 
Corrupted, or rather improved, by liis attendance on 
the honourable Mr, Charles Taihdt in his travels. A 
delightful taik indeed ! endowed as that young 
nobleman was by nature, and accompliflied by the 
care and example of the bed of fathers, in what- 
ever could adorn humanity : graceful of perfon, ele- 
gant in manners and addreis, pious, humane, gene- 
rous ; with an exquifite tafte in allitlte fin&r arts. 

With this amiable companioriran&*ffieiitd, Mr» 
Thomfon vifited mofl of the coUji^s and capital ciaes of 
Europe i and returned witlihfetie''^ greatly enlarged f 
not of exterior nature only, and the works of art, but 
©f human life and manners, of the conftitution and 
policy of the feveral dates, their connexions, and 
therr religious inftitutions. How particular and judi - 
cious his obferva^ions were. We fee in his poem of 
Liberty^ begun fo*on after his return to England, We 
fee, at the fame time, to what a high pitch his lov^ 
of his country was raifed, by the comparifons heha4 
all along .been maki^ of our happy well-poifed go* 
, vernment with' thoie of other nations. To tn^ire 
his fcllow-fiibjedls with the like fentiments \ a'ftd to 
(hew them by what means ^e precious ifreedom we 
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enjoy may be preferved, and how it may be abufed 
. or loft ; he employed two years of bis life in compo- 
iing that noble work ; upon 'Which^ confcious of the 
knportance and dignity of the fubje^ he valued 
himfelf more than upon all his other writings. 

Wfmle Mr. Thomfon was writing the lurft P;irt of 
Liberty^ he received a fevere ftiock, by the death of 
liK noble friend and fellow traveller: which wa^ 
ibpn followed by^ another that was.feverer ftill^ 
and of more general concern \ the death of Lord 
7/?/^/ himfelf ; which Mr. Thomfon fa pathetically 
and fo jnftly lamei\ts in the poem dedicated to his 
memory. In him, the nation faw itfelf deprived of 
an uncorrupted j)atriot, the faithful guardian of their 
rights, on whofe wifdom and integrity they had 
founded their hopes of relief from many tedious vexa- 
tions : and Mr. Tbomfrn^ befides his (hare in the gene* 
ral mourning, had to bear all the affliction which a 
heart like his could feel, for the perfon whom, of all 
mankind,, he rooft revered and loved. / At the fame 
timei he found himfelf, from an eafy competency, 
reduced to a ftate of precarious dependence, in which 
fae pafled the remainder of his life ; excepting only 
the two laft years of it, during which he «njioyed the 
place of Surveyor-General of the Leenvard Iflands^ 
procured for him by the generous friendfliip of my 
Lord Lyttleton. 

Vol. L b 
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ImmeI)! AT£LY Upon Kfs retum to England with 
Mr. Taibofy the Chan^rellor had made him his fecre- 
,tary of Briefs; a J^lace of ttttte atte&daiicey Aiitmg 
his r€tire4 iii<lolent way of life, and equal to all hx% 
wants. This ^ce fdi with his patron ; and although 
the noble Lord, who fucceeded to Lord Talbot in of- 
fice, kept it Vacant for fome time, probably till Mr. 
TboTTifhn (hoisld apply for it, he was fo difpiritcd, and 
ih lifttefs to evrt-y coftcem of that kind, that he ne- 
*er took i6ne ftep in the affair : a ttegied which his 
bc^R frieiHd^ gineady b)a*med in htm, 

Ye'i- «^i^ fit* h4s gei«Ms he del>relfed, or his tem- 
per httft, hy this reteiife "of fortune. He refvimed, 
with di«e> his ufual che^rfrfnefe^ and never abated 
^ne aitide in li!i>»^w*y rfKving ; which, thoijgh finsplc, 
W^s gesis^l «nd efejgatit. The piiofits arifing from his 
works Wdrfc not mdwiifkietabk ; his tragedy of Aga^ 
itiemrtimy ^ed in 1 738, yWded a good ftim ; Mr. 
^ilbr wa?s ;always at featrd, to anfwcr, or even to 
prevent, his demands ; atid he had a friend or two 
bcftdes, whofe hearts, he knew, Were not contrad- 
jcd by die ample fortirae?; they had acqnired ; who 
would, of themfelves, interpofe, if they faw anyoc- 
cafioti for it. 

But his chief dependence, dm-ing this long 
Interval,- was on the protedion and hounty of his 
fioyal Hlghnefs Frederic Prince of Wnksi who, 
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upon the rc€QmmeiiJation of Lord Lpthion^ tliy> 
his chief favourite, fettled ou ium a handfobae al- 
lowance. Aed afterwards, wbea te was introdu- 
ced to bis Royal Higbnefs, that excellent prince, 
who truly was what Mr, Thomfon paiikts him, the 
friend cfmafikind and of met it f received him very gra- 
ciottfiy* asid ever after honotjure^ biax with many 
poark^ of particulaJC favour and confidence. A. cir-^ 
cumftance, which do^^ equal honour to the patro^i 
itnd the poet» ought not here to be ocnitted ; thait 
nay Lord L^ttltt<^n^^ recommendation came altogc-- 
«btr unfollicited* and long before Mr. Thomfon was 
perfonaUy knovm to him. 

It happened, however, that the' favour of his 
Rc^yal Highsnefe ww in one inftance of fome preju- 
dice to our author; in the refufal of a licence for his 
tragedy of Eckoard and Eleonora^, which he had pre- 
pared fox the ftage in the year 17391. The reader 
may fee that tins play contains not a line which 
could juftly give offence ;, but the miniftry, HDl fore 
fi*om certain pafquinades^ whkh had lately produced 
the ftage-a^ ; and as little fatisfied with feme parts 
of the prince's political condu^, as he was with 
their management of the public affairs ; would not 
rifque the reprefentation of a piece written under' 
his eye> aad> they might probably think,, by hb com-- 
soand* - , 

. b 2 . 
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This refufal drew after it another; and in a way 
which, as it is related, was rather ludicrous. Mn 
Pater/on^ a. companion of Mr. Thomfottj afterwards his 
deputy and then ]\\sfucceffor in the general-furveyorfhip^. 
ufed to write out fair copies for his friend, when fuch 
were wanted for the prefs or for the ftage. This gentle- 
man likewife courted the tragic mufe ; and had taken 
for his fuhjed, the ftory of Armlnius the German hero. 
But his play, guiltlefs as it was, being prefented for 
a licence, no foouer had the eenfor caft his eyes on the 
hand- writing in which he had {^^vi Ed*ward and Eleo^ 
nsra^ than^ he cried out. Away with it ! and the au- 
thor's profits wepe reduced to what his boafcfeller 
could aflFord for a tragedy in diftrefs. 

Mr. Thomfon^s next dramatic performance was 
the Mafque of Alfred; written, jointly with Mr. 
Mallet^ by command of the Prince of Wales y for the 
entertainment of His Royal Highnefs's court, at his 
iummer-refidence. This piece, with fome alterations, 
and the muflc new, has been lince brought upon the 
ftage by Mr. Mallet: but the edition we. give is 
from the original y as it was adlcd at Clifdeny in the 
year 1 740, on the birth-day of Her Royal HIghnefs 
the Princefs Augujla* 

In the year 1745", his Tancred and Bigifmunda^ 
taken from the novel in Gil Bias, was performed with 
applaufe; and from the dtep romantic diftrefs of the. 
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Ibvers, contmues to draw crowded houfes. The fuc- 
cefs of tliis piece was indeed cnfured from the firft,. 
by Mr. Garrick and Mrs. Cibbery their appearing in 
the principal charadlers ; which they heighten and 
adorn with all the magic of their never-failing art. 

He had^ in the mean time» been finifliing his 
Caflle of Jnd&lenc^t in two Canto* %i It was, at firft, 
little more than a few detached ftanzas, in the way of 
raillery on himfelf, and on fome of his friends, who 
would reproach him with indolence ; while he thought 
them, at leaft, as indolent as himfelf. But he faw 
T€ry foon, that the fubjedl deferved to be treated 
snore ferioufly, and in a form fitted to convey one of 
the mod important moral leiTons.- 

The Jianza which he ufes in -this- work is that of 
Spenfer^ borrowed from the Italian poets } in which 
he thought rhimes had their proper place, and were 
even graceful : the compafs of tlic ftanza admitting 
an agreeable variety of final founds j while the fenfe 
of the poet is not cramped or cut ftiorti nor* yet too 
much dilated : as muft often happen, when it is par- 
celled out into rhimed couplets ; the ufual meafure, 
iaadeed of oiu* elegy^ and^//>^; but which always 
weakens the higher poetryj and, to a true ear, will 
ibmetimes give it an air of tht hurUfque* 

This was the laft piece Mr. T/fopifon himfelf ptib- 
liAied ; KLs tragedy of Coriolanus being only pre- 
b3. 
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pared' for the theatre, when a fatal accident robbed 
the world of one of the beft men, and beft poetS| 
that lived in it.. 

He. had alwaya been a timorous* horfeman ;• and 
more fo, ina road where numbers of giddy or unikil- 
ful riders ai"e continually paflmg : fo that when the 
w«ather did 'not invite him to -go by watery he would 
commonly walkj^he diflance between London and Rkh^ 
fwm/, With an acquaintance that offered ;• with whom 
he might chat and reft himfelf, or perhaps dine, by the 
way. * On^ fummer evening, being al6ne, in hi» 
walk from. town to Hammer finithy he had overheated 
hi mfeif, and in that condition, imprudently took a 
boat to carry him- to Ke*vj ; apprehending ne bad 
confequence from the chill air on the river, which 
his walk to his houfe, at the upper- end of \Ar<?Tx;- 
lane^ had always hitherto prevented. But, now,, the 
cold had ^o feizcd him, that next day he found him- 
felf in ^ high fever," fe much the more to be dreadcij 
that he was of a full habit. This however, by the 
ufe of proper ,medicines, was removed, fo that he 
was thought to be out of danger : till the fine weather 
kaving tempted him to expofe himfelf once more 
to the evening dews, his fever returned with vio- 
lence, and with fuch fymptoms ^ left no hopes 
of a cure. Two days had pafled before his re- 
lapfc was known in town ; at laft Mr. Mitchell and 
Mr. Reid^ with Dr* Armfirongy bemg informed of it, 
ppftedout at midnight to his aillflance : but alas ! came 
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onFy to endure a fight of all others the moft ftiock- 
ing to nature, the laft agonies of their beloved friend- 
This lamented death happened on the zyth day of 

His teftamentary executors were, the Lord Lyttlc^ 
toTiy. whofe care of our poet's fortune and fame ceafedf 
not with his life ; and Mr. Mitchelt^ va gentleman 
equally noted- for the truth and conftancy of his pri- 
vate friendfhips, and for his addrefs and fpirit as 2L 
public minifter. By their united intereft, the orphan 
play of Coriolanus v^^as brought on- the ftage to the 
bed advantage : from the profits of which, and the 
lisde of manufcripts,- and other efFe£ls, all demands 
were duly fatisfied, and a handfome fum remitted ta 
bis fitters. My Lord Lytttltan*^ prologue to this piece 
. was admired as one of the beft that had ever beea 
'written: xht ht^i fpTken it certainly was. The fym-- 
pathizing audience faw that, then inJ^ed, Mr. ^nin 
was m a^ior ; that the tears he Ihcd, were thofe of 
real friendfhip and grief.. 

Mr, Thofnfoti^s remains were depofited* in' the^ 
church of Richmond^ under a plain ftone, without any 
infcription ; nor did his brother poets at all exert 
themfelves on the occafion, as they had lately done 
for one who had been the terror of poets all his Y\£c.^ 
time. This filence furnilhed matter to one of his 
friends for an excellent fatirical epigram, which we 
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are forry we cannot give the reader. Only one^ 
gentleman, Mr. ColUnsy who had lived fome time at 
Richmond^ but forfook it when Mr. Thomfon died, 
wrote an Ode to his memory. This, for the dirge- 
like melancholy it breathes, and the warmth of af- 
fe(5tion that feems to have dilated it, we fhall fubjpin 
to the prefent account. 

Our author himfclf hints, fomewhere in his works, 
that his exterior was not the mod promifmg; his 
make being rather robufl than graceful : though it 
is known that in his youth he had been thought 
handfbme. His worft. appearance was, when you faw 
him walking alone, in a thoughtful mood : but let a 
friend accod him, and enter into converfation, he 
would inftantly brighten in a moft amiable afpeft, 
his features no longer the fame, and his eye dartmg 
a peculiar animated fire. The cafe was. much alike 
in company ; where, if it was mixed; or very niraie- 
Fons, he made but an indifferent figure : but with a 
few feledl friends, he was open, fprightly, and enter- 
taining. His wit flowed freely, but pertinently, and 
at due intervals, leaving room for every one to con- 
tribute his Ihare. Such was his extreme fenfibility, 
fo perfedl the harmony of his organs with the fenti- 
ments' of his mind, that his looks always announced, 
and half exprefled, what he was about to fay ; and 
his voice correfponded exa(5lly to the manner and de- 
gree, in which he was afFc(Sed. This fenfibility had 
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©ne inconvenience attending it, that it rendered him 
the very word reader of good poetry : a fonnet^ or 
a copy of tame verfes, he could manage pretty well ; 
or even improve them in the reading : but a paflage 
of Virgily Milton, or Skakcfpeare^ would fometimes 
quite opprefs him, that you could hear little elfe than 
feme ill-articulated founds, riflng as from the bottom 
of his bFeaft. 

He had improved his tafte upon the befl originals, 
ancient and modern ; but could not bear to write 
what was not ftri<5i:ly his own, what had not more 
immediately ftruck his imagination, or touched his 
heart : fo that he is not in the leaft concerned in that 
queftion about the merit or demerit of imitators* What 
he borrows from the ancients, he gives us in an avow- 
ed faithful paraphrafe or tranflation ; as we fee in a 
fe^w paffages taken from Virgil^ and in that beautiful 
pi<5ture from Fliny the elder, where the courfe, and 
gradual increafe, of the Nile are figured hy the ftag^es 
of man's life. 

The autmna was his favourite ieafon for poetical 
compofition, and the deep filence of the night,, the 
time he commonly chofe for fuch ftudies ; fo that he 
■would often be heard walking in his library, till near 
morning, humming over, in his way, what he was 
to corred and write out next day. 
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Tkc amufeTxients of hts leifure hours were civil and 
natural hiftory, voyages, and the relations of travel- 
lersy the naoft authentic he could procure : and had 
his fituation favoured it, he would certainly have 
exceUcd"in gardening, agriculture, and every rara! 
improvement and cxercife* Although he performed 
on no inftrumexit, he was pafTionaiely fond of mufiCi 
and would fometiines liden a full hour at his window 
to the nightingales in Richmond gardens. While a^ 
broad, he had been greatly delighted with the regu- 
lar Italian drama, fuch as Metafiajxo writes ; as it is 
there heightened by the charms of the heft voices and 
inftruments ; and looked upon our theatrical enter- 
tainments as, in one refpedl, naked and imperfe^, 
when compared with the axeient, or with thofe of 
Jiafy ; 'vnihing fametimesr that a chorus', at leaft, and 
a better recitative^ could be introduced. 

N^iv, was his tarfte left exquijfite in the arts of palht" 
ifigt fiu/fture, ^isxd arebite^rt. In his travels, he 
had feen all the moR celebrated monuments of anti- 
quity,- and the beft produftions of modern art ; and 
ftudied them fo minutely, and with fo true a judg- 
ment, that in fome of his defcriptions, in the poem 
of Liberty i we have the mafVer-j^ieces there mentioned 
placed in a ftronger light perhaps than if we faw them 
with our eyes j at leaft more- juftly delineated than in 
any other account extant : fo fuperior is a natural tafle 
of th0 gt*and ^nd beautiful, to the traditional leifons 
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of a common ^irtuif^ His colk<£lioii of {irints, and 
fome drawings from tke antique, are now in the poA 
MloA of ius friend Mr. Gr^ay o£ Richtmond HUL 

As for liis ttKH^ diflinguidiffig qualides of mini 
afid ;&a*ir*, tfeey are better reprefented in his^wntings* 
tkan they 4cati be by tlie J>en of any biograpber* 
There, \a% love df awmkind, of his country, aod 
friends ; his devotion to the Supreme Beingj founded 
on the 9>oft elev^ed a:^ jufl c&iic^pt»oiss of his <^« 
ratkins and f>it)vide»«:e4 ihine Offt in every page. So 
nnbouaded v^as his testdertiefs of heatt, that it took 
in evea the hinite trresftioa : ju^e ivhat it lAuft have 
been towards his own i^cies. He is not indeed 
kuown, through ihis vdide life, to iiave given any 
pedbn one moment's pain, by Jkis ^imotngs or other* 
wife. He took no ffart in the poetical fquabbles which 
happened m his tme ; and was refpe6ted and left un- 
di^^orbed by both fides. He vocdid even refbcfe to take 
offence when he jnftly might ; by interrupting 4ny 
perional &atj that veas brought i&im, with fome jef^, 
or fome humorous apology for the oflFenderv Ncr 
was he ever feen rufikd or difcompofed, but -when he 
read or heard of fome flagrant inftauce of injuilice, 
opprellion, or cruelty : then, indeed, the ftrongeft 
marks of horror and indignation were vifible in his 
countenance. 

These amiable virtues, this divine temper of mind, 
did not fail of their due rewards His friends loved 
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him with an enthofiallic ardor, and lamented his un- 
timely fate in the manner that is fttU fx'efh in every 
one's memory; the bed and greateil men of his time 
honoured him with their friendfhip and protedtion ; 
the applaufe of the public attended «very appearance 
he made ; the actors, of whom the more eminent were 
his friends and admirers, grudging no pains to do 
juftice to his tragedies. At prefent indeed, if we ex- 
cept Tancredi they are feldom called for ; the fim- 
plicity of his plots, and the models he worked after, 
not fuiting the reigning tafle, nor the impatience of 
an Englijh theatre. They may hereafter come to be 
in vogue : but we hazsu-d no comment or conjedhire 
wpon them, br upon any part of Mr. Thomfon*s works; 
neither need they any defence or apology, after the 
reception they have had at home, and in the foreign 
languages into which they have been tranflated. We 
Ihall only fay, that, to judge from the imitations of 
iiis manner^ which have been following him clofe, 
from the very firft publication of Winter y he feems 
to have fixed 90 inconfiderable aera of the Englifi 
i;>oetry. 
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DfiAtH OF Mr. THOMSON, 
By Mfc. COLLINS. 

l*he iTccne of the following ftaazas is fuppoftd to lie 
on the Thames i^ear Richmond. 

L 

IN yonder grave a Druid lies» 
Where flowly winds the dealing wave! 
^he year's bcft fweets (hall duteous rife 
To deck its |)oct's fylvan grave I 

IL 

In yon deep bed of whifp'ring reeds 

His iiry harp * ihali now be laid, 
That het whofe heart in forrow bleeds. 

May love thro' life the foothing Ihadew 

IIL 

Then maids send youths ihaU linger faere# 
And while its founds at diftance fwell» 

Shall fadly feem in Pity's ear, 
To hear the woodland pilgrim's knelL 

* The harp of iEoLUS, of which Ut a dcfcription in thl 
Castle of iNOOtBMCB. 
VoL» I. )g 
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IV. 
iRemembrance oft ihali haunt the (hore 

When Thames in fummer wreaths is dr«R, 
And oft fufpend the daihing oar 

To bid his gentle fpirit reft I 

v; 

And oft as £aie and Heakh retire 

To breezy lawn, or foreft deep, 
"The friend Ihali view yon whit'ning • tpivtt 

And 'mid the varied landscape weep. 

VL 
But thou, who own'ft that earthy bed^ 

Ah! what wili.cv.'ry dirge avail ? 
Or tears, which Love and Pity (bed. 

That mourn beneath the glidtng fail 1, 

VIT. 
Yet lives there one, whofe hce<ficfs eye 

Shall fcorn thy. pale (brine ^imm'ring near? 
With him, fweet bard, may Fancy die, 

And Joy defert the blooming year. 

VIII. 
But thou, lont ftream^ whofe fallen tide 

No fedge-crown'd Siilets now attei^. 
Now waft me from the green hiU's fidei 

Whofe cold turf hides the buried friend ! 

^ Richmond church. 
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IX. 
Andfee» the fiory vsi}l»es fade, 

Duu Night has veii'd the fokma view 1 
Yet once again^ dear parted fhade, 

Meek Nature's chiidy again adieu ! 

X. 

The genial meads affign'd to blcfs 
Thy lifey fhali mourn thy early doom» 

Their hinds, and Ihepherd-girU (hall drofr* 
With fimple hands thy rural tomb. 

XL 
I^ng, long, thy ftone, and pointed clay> 

Shall melt the mufing Briton's eyes, 
\ valesy asd wild woods^ (hall he fay,. 

In yonder grave your Druid lies ! 

In the morning o^ May 1 1 , i j€rf was opened in- 
Weftminfler-abbey, a monument, ereded to the me- 
mory of Mr. Thomfon. It is fituated between Shake- 
fpear's and Rowe's, and executed by Michael Henry 
Spang, ftatuary, after a defigti of Mr. Adam, archi- 
te(St to his Majefty. There is a figure of Mr. TTiom- 
fon fitting, who leans his left arm upon a pedeftal, 
and holds a book with the cap of Liberty in his 
other hand. Upon the pedeftal fs carved a bas- 
relief of the Seafons, to which a boy points, of- 
ferbg lum a laurel crown as the. reward of his ge* 
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nius. At the feet of the figure, is the tragic ina(k» 
and ancient karp* The whole is fi4>ported by a ^o* 
jeding pedeftal; and on a pamieH is the following 
infcription. 

JAMES THOMSON, 
JEtatis 48. Olfiit 27 Augoft 1748. 
Tutored by thee, f^ct poetry exaks 
Her voice, to ages ; and informs the pag& 
With mufic, iimge, fentimentt and thoaghtst 
Neyer to die ! 

nh monument was creffcd 176a. 

EPITAPH for Mr. Thomson*s monuments 

COuld ftatues fpeak, no couplet were requir'd, 
To tell how poets liv^d by all adimr'd. 
But (peech denied, the letter*titled ftoivs 
Mud teU of Thomson, what to all is known ; 
*< With Attic fire that Scotia iaw him burn, 
^ And gave him both his cradle and his urn*'* 
Others to marble may their glory owe. 
And boaft thofe honours fculpture can beftow« 
Short-liv'd renown ! that ev*ry moment muft 
Sink with its emblem, and confume to dull I 
But Thomson needs no artift to engrave. 
From dark oblivion no device to fave* 
Such puny aids let names inferior aik $ 
Nature for him aflumes herfelf the taik. 
The Seafins are Hs monuments of fame» 
With them to flourifbf as from them it came. 
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The argument. 

The fuhjc^ propofrtL Infcrihed to the Countefs 9/ Hart- 
ford. The feafon it defer ihed as it affeils the various 
farts of nature^ afcendit^ from the lo*wer to the higher; 
ninth digrejfiont ^arijing frofu the fubje^. Its influence 
0n inanipmte matter^ on vegetables^ on brute animaist 
and laji on man ; concluding nuith a difuafiv e from the 
'wild and irregular pa^^on of hve^ ^fP^f^A ^^ tkat of a 
pure and happy kind/ 
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COME, gende SpriN'G^ ethereal Mikhiers, conies 
And from the bofom of yon dropping cloud» 
While mufic wakes around, veil'd in a lho\\''r 
Of fhadowing rofes, on our plains defcend. 

O Hartford, fitted or to fliine in courts 5- 

With unaffected grace, or walk the piaio- 
With innocence and* medit^ion join'd 
I "^^ foft affemblage, liften to my fong,. 
Which thy o\frn feafon paints 5 when Nature all 
Is blooming and benevolent, like thee.- * i^ 

And fee where fiu-ly Winter pa/Tcs off, 
^iir to the XK)rth, and calls his ruffian blads r 
His Wafts obey, and quit the howling hiil, 
The Ihatter'd foreft,. and tlie ra^^ag'd vaj? J 
While fofter gaks fucceed, at whoie kind touchy 15 
•UiiTolving fnows in livid torrents lofl^ < 

The mountains lift their .green heads -to tjie (Ivy. 

As yet the tremblbg year is unconfirmed, ^. 
And Winter eft at eve refumes the breeze, 
ChiUs the pivle morn, and bids his di'iving fleets ' 26^ 
A 2 
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Deform the day delightlc/s.:. fo that fcarce 

The btctern koows his time, with hill inguIph'J 

To Ihake the founding marfh ; or from: the ihore 

The plovers when tQ icattcr o'er die heodi, 

And fmg their wild notes to the lilHuing wafte. 25 

At laft from j^rle/ rolls the bounteous Sun, 
And the bi4ght Bu/Irectives him. Then no more 
Th' cipanfiTc atmofphere is cramp'd with cold $ 
But, full of life and Tivif)ing foul. 
Lifts the light clouds fublime, and fpreads them thin, 50 
i^teecy and white, o'er all-furrounding heav'iu 

Forth fly the tepid airs ; and unconfin'd. 
Unbinding earth, the moving foftneis flrays. 
Joyous,, rh' impatient hufbandman perceives 
Relenting Nature, and his hifty fleers 5J 

Drivcsfyom their flails, to where the well-us'd plough 
Lies, in the fiSrrow, loofened from the frofl. 
There, unrefofmg, to the hamefs'd yoke 
They lend their flioulder, and begiii their umI, 
Chear'd by the fimple fong and foaring lark. 40 

Mean while incumbent o^er the ihining fhare 
The m^cjr leans, removes th* obfbm^ing clay^ 
Winds the whole work, and fidelong lays the glebe. 

Wff iTE thro' the neighboring fields the fower flalks, 
With mcafur'd flcp; and. Ub'ral throws the grain 45 
Into the faidiful bofom of die ground ; 
The larrow follows ha^fh^ aipid fhy$s thQ fcenc 



S P R I N G; p 

Be gracious. Heat en ! for now laborious man 
Has done his part. Yc foft'ring breezes, blow \ 
Ve foft'ning dews, yc tender (liow'rs, defend ! 50' 
And temper all, thou world-reviving. Sun^ 
Into the perfcd year ! Nor ye who live 
lu luxury and eafe, in pomp and pride, 
ThiiJc thefe loft themes unworthy of your ear ; 
Such themes asthefc the rural Maro fung ^$- 

To wide^imperi^ RoMt,> in the full height 
Of elegance and tafte, by Greece refin'd. 
In ancient tijhes»;the:facred plough employed 
The Xings, . and awful fathers of mankind ; 
And fome, with whem compared your infe<5l-tribes C^' 
Are but the beings of a fummer's day, 
Have held the fcale of empire,, rul'd tlie (lorm 
Of mighty war;: theny.with'Vi«ftorious hand, 
Difdaining little delicacies, ieiz'd 
The plough,, and greatly indepiendent liv'd. 6y 

Ye gen'rous Britons, venerate the plough ; 
And o'er your hills, and long, withdrawing vales, 
Let Autumn ipread his treafures to the fun, 
Luxuriant and unbounded ; . as the fca, 70 

Kar through his azure turbulent domain, 
Your empire owns, . and from a thouiand fliores 
Wafts all the ppmp x^MSa into your ports ; 
So with fiiperior'boonojay ypuy rich foil, , 
£x;ri>crant,« Nature'^ better blcffings pour 'jy 

0?er every land, ,the naked nations clothe. 
And be th* exhauftlefs gran'ry of a world ! 

A3 
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Nor only thro' the lenient air this change,. 
Delicious^ breathes ; the penetrative fuH), 
His force deep-darting to the dark retreat 8a 

Of veg'ctaticai, fetsthe fteanung Power* 
At large, . to wander o'er the vernant earth, 
In various hues j but cliiefly thee, gay Green ! 
Thou fiiiiiing Natxire's univerfal robe ! 
United light and (hade^! where the fight dwells S5 
With growing ftreng(h,>- and ever-neMr delight* 

From the moid meadow to the withertl hill> . 
l^ed by the breeze, , the vivid ^.verdure runs, . 
And fwells and deepens to the -cherifli'deyc.. 
The hawthorar whitens ; and the jpiey grovtfr' 90 

Put forth their buds, unfb&iing by degrees^ 
Till the whole leafy^forcft^ftands diiplay'd. 
In full luxuriance to the fighing :gales ; 
Where the deer ruftie thro* the twining brake. 
And the birds fing conceal*d. At once, array'd* % 
In all the colours of the flushing year> 
1^7 Nature's fwift and fecret-working hand,. 
The garden glows, and fills- the lib'ral air 
"With lavilh fragrance ; while the promised fruit 
l.ics yet a little embryo, unperceiv'd 100 

Within its crimfon folds. Now from the town 
Bury'd in fmoke and fleep, and noifbme damps. 
Oft let me wander o'er the dewy fields. 
Where frefhnefs breathes, and dalh the trembling drops 
From tlie bent bufli, as thro' the verdant maze 105 
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Of fweet -brier hedges rporfae my walk ; 

Or tafte the fmell of dairy ; or afcencT 

Some eminence, Augusta^ in thy plains^ 

And fee the cotmtry, far diffiis'd around,,. 

One boimdlefs Wtiih, one white-empurpled ihow*r i ic 

Of mingled bloflbms ; where the raptured eye 

Hurries from^ joy to joy, and, hid beneath 

The fair profiifion, yellow Autiunn ipies :. 

If, brufli'd from RuJ/iau wilds, a cutting gale. 
Rife not, and fcatter from his hinnid wings w^ 

The clammy mildew ; . or, dry -blowing, breathe 
Untimely froft ; before whofe baleful biaft 
The full-blown fpring thro* all her foliage fhrmks, . 
Joylefsand dead, a wide- dejected wafte. 
For oft, engendered by tlie hazy North, lao 

Myi'iads on myriads, rnfe<5t armies warp 
Keen in the poifon'd breeze ; and wafteful eat, . 
TAro' l5ud and bark, into the blacken'd core, . 
Their eager wa]{, - A feeble race \ yet oft 
The fiicred fons of vengeance ; m whofe courjie 125 
Corrofive famine waits, and kills the year; . 
To check this plague, the fkil&l farmer chaiF, 
And blazing ftraw, before his orchard bums j 
Till, all involv'd in fmoke, the latent foe. 
From every cranny fuiFocated falls ! 1 go 

Or fcatters o'er the blooms the pungent duft 
Of pepper, fatal to the frofty tribe : 
Or, when th' invenom'd leaf Bfegins to curl, 
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With fprinkled water drowns them in their neft ; 
Nor, while they pick them \xp with buly bill, 13 J* 

The little trooping birds unwifely fcares. 

Be patient, fwatns ;:theie onajelfeemlng winds 
Blow not .in vain. Far hence they keep reprefs'd 
Thofe deepening clouds on clouds, iurcharg'd with rain,- 
That o'er tho vaft Atlantic hither borne,.. ' 140 

In endlefs train, would quench the fummer blaze, 
And, cheerlefs,. drown the crude unripen'd year. 

The North-eaft fpends his rage ;vhe now Ihut up 
Within his iron cave, th' cffufive South 
Warms the wide air, and o'er the void of heav*n 145 
Breathes the bi^ clouds with vernal lhow*rs diftent. 
At firft a dufky wreath they feem to rife,.. 
Scarce ftaining etiier ; but by fwift degrees, . 
In lleap3 on heaps, the doubling vapour fails 
Along the loaded fky, V and mingling deep, tp 

Sits on til* horizon round a fettled gloom : . 
Not iuch as wint -ry dorm on moi;tals i\Mtd^ ■. 
Opprefling life ; . but lovely, gentle, kindi 
And full of every hope and every joy. 
The wilh of Nature.- Gradual fmks the breeze. 155 
Into a perfed calm 5. that not a breath 
Is heard to quiver thix>' the clofmg woods. 
Or ruftling turn the many twinkling leaves 
Of afpin tall. Th* uncurling floods, diffused • 
Ih glafly breadth, feenr thro' "deluflve lapfe 160 
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Forgetful of their courfe. Tis filence all. 

And pleaftng expedadon^ Herds and flocks 

Drop the dry fprig, and mixte-emploring eye 

The falling verdure. HufhM in Ihort fufpenfe. 

The plumy people (break their \nngs with cilf iCg 

To throw the lucid iDoifture trickling off; 

And wait th' approaching iagn to ftrikei^ at once* 

Into the gen'ral choir. Ev'n mountains. Tales, 

And forelb, feem impatient tp demand 

The promis'd' fweetnefs. Man fuperior "walks } 7^ 

Amid the glad creation, mufmg |»raife. 

And looking lively |;r«titude. At laft. 

The clouds con%n their treafiires to the £elds > 

And, fofUy ftabng Gil the idlmf^led pool :. 

Prelufive drops, hit aU ihcir mfoiftisre fiov, 11$ 

In large effufkm» d'er ihje. frefiten'd world. 

The ftealing fibow^r is icarcc to flatter heard. 

By fuch as wander thro' the ^fefeft-walks. 

Beneath th' umbrageoKis nroltitiide of leasees. 

But who czm hold the ihade, while Heair'n ifShaxd» % S^ 

In univerial bounty, ftedding hcxbs, - . 

And fruits, and flow'rs, on Nature's ample lap ? 

Swift fancy fir'd anticipates their growth ; 

And, while the milky nutriment diflils. 

Beholds the kindling country colour round. x8j 

Thus all day long tlie fuU-diftended douds 
Indulge their genial ftores, and well-fli®wer*d earth 
Is deep enrich'd with vegetable life i 
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Till, in the weftem iky, the downward funi 

Looks outy e£fulgent> from amid the fluih 190 

Of broken clouds, gay-Hufting to his beam. 

The rapid radiance inftantaneous ftrikes 

Th' illumin'd mountain, thro' the.fore(l ftreams, 

Shakes on the floods,, and in. a yeHow mil^, 

Far fmoking o'er th' interminable plain, 195 

In twinkling myriads lights the dewy gems. - 

Moift, bright, and green, the. landfcape laughs ^otmdr 

Full fweli the woods ; their evory mufic wakes, 

Mix'd in wild concert with the warbling brooks 

Increased, the dillant bleetings of the hiUs, 200 

And hollow lows refponfiv^ from the vales, 

Whence blending .aU the iweeten'd zephyr iprings. 

Moan time refraded from yon eadem cldud j 

Beftriding earth, the grand ethereal bow 

Shoots up.immenfe ; and every hue unfolds^ 20J 

In fair proportion running £tam the^redy. 

To where the vi'let fades into the iky- 

Keref- s^wful Nswton, the difTolving clouds 

Form, fronting on the fiin, thy fliow'ry priim j ^ 

And to the fage-inftrttfted eye unfold 2 10 

The various twine of light, by thee difclos'd 

From the white mingling maze Not ib the boy ; 

He wond'ring views the bright enchantment bend^ 

Delightful, o'er the radiant fields, and runs 

To catch* the falling'glory; but amaz'd- 2iJ 

Beholds- th* amufive arch .before him fly, 

'Then vaniih quite away. . Still night fucceeds, . 



^> 
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A foft'ned ihade, and faturated earth 

Awaits the nQormng-beam, to give to light, 

Rais'd thro' ten thouiand diff'rent plaftic tubes, tzo 

The balmf treasures of the former day. 

Then Q>ring the living herbs, profufely wild, 
0*er all the deep-green earth, beyond the pow'r 
Of botanift to number up their tribes : 
Whether he fteals along the lonely dale, 225 

In filent ie^rch ; or thro' the foreft rank 
With what the dull incurious weeds account, 
Burfts his blind way ; or climbs the mountain-rock, 
Fir'd by the nod^ng verdure of its brow. 
With fuch a lib'ral hand has Nature flung 230 

Their feeds abroad, blown them about in winds, 
Innum'rous mix'd them with the nurfisg mold. 
The moift'ning current, and prolific rain. 

But who their virtues can dedare ? who pierce. 
With vifioa pure, into thefe fecret ftores 235 

Of health^^ and life, and joy ? the food of man 
While yet he liv'd in innocence, and tdd 
A length of golden years $ unflefh'd in blood, 
A ftranger to the favage arts of life, 
Death, rapine, carnage, furfett, and difeafe ; 240 
The lord, and not the tyrant of the world. 

The iirft frefh dawn then wak'd the gladden'd race 
Of uncomipted man, nor blufli'd to fee 
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The fluggard fleep beneath its facred beam : 

For thcLT light flumbcrs geadj fam*d away $ 24^ 

And up they roie as vig'rons as the fuii» 

Or to the culture of the willing glebe. 

Or to the cheerful tendance of the flock. 

Mean time the ibng went round ; and dance and fpoit, 

Wifdom and friendly talk, fucceffive, ftole 250 

Their hoiu*s away ; while in the rofy vale 

Love breath'd his infant fighs, £rom anguifh free. 

And full replete with bhfs ; iave the fweet pain 

That, inly thrilling, but exalts it more. . 

Nor yet injurious adf not firly deed^ 25; 

Was known among thofe ieippy fons of Hxavem ; 

For reafon and benevolence were law. 

Harmoniotis Nature too look'd fmiling on. 

Clear fhone the flues, cool'd with eternal gales. 

And baliiiy fpirit all. The youthful fun 260 

Shot his bed rays, and fliU the gracious clouds 

Drop'd fatnefs down ; as o'er the fwelling mead, 

Th« herds and flocks, commixing> play'd fecure. 

This w}>en> emergent from the gloomy wood. 

The glaring lion faw, hi$ Itorrid heart 265 

Was meeken'd, and he join'd his fulksi joy. 

For mufic held the whole in perfeA peace : 

Soft figh'd the fiutej the tend^ voice. \vas heard. 

Warbling the varied heart ; the yroodlazKis rovtod 

Apply'd their quire 5 and winds and waters flowed 

In confonance. Such were thofe prim^ of days% 2?^ 
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But now tfaofe wjiite unhirmifli'd raanaers, w h e ao 
'The fabling poets took their golden age. 
Are found no more amid tlicfe inm times» 
Thefe dregs of life ! Now the diflempcr'd umad 
Has loft that concord of faarmomoiis pow'rs, 275 

Which forms the foul of happinefs ; and all 
Is ofF the poiie within : the paflions all 
Have fiurfl thdr bounds ; and reafbn, half extind. 
Or impotent, or elfc approving, fees 
The foul diforder. ' Senfelcfs, and defora'd, 29o 

Convulfive anger ft6rms at large ; or pale 
And fUent, fettles into fell levenge. 
Bafe envy withers at another's joy, 
Aad hates that excellence it cannot reach. 
Defponding fear, of feeble fancies full, 285 

Weak and unmanly, loofens every powV. 
Even love itfelf is bittemefs of foul, • 

A peufive anguifh pining at the heart ; 
Or, funk to fordid int'reft, feels no more 
That noble wifh, that never clo/d defire, 290 

Which, fdfifh joys difdaining, feeks alone 
To blefs the dearer objed of its flame. 
Hc^e fickens with extravagance ; and griefv 
Of life impatient, into madnefs fwells ; 
Or in dead fiknce wa(l:es the weeping hours. 295 

Thefe, and a thoufand mix'd emotions more, 
Prom ever-changing views of good and ill, 
Form'd infinitely various, vex the mind 
With endlefs ftorm; whence, deeply rscnkllngy grows 

Vol. I. B 
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The partial thought, a HfUds unconcern, 300 

Cold, and averting from our neighbour's good ; 

*^rhen dark difguft, and hatred, winding wiles. 

Coward deceit, and ruffian violence : 

At laft, extin^ each focial feeling, fell 

And joylefs iahusnanitf pervades 305 

And petrifies the heart. Nature difturb'd 

Is deeni'd viiididive, to have chang'd her courfe. 

Hence, ta old 6vikj time, a deluge came: 
When the decp-clcft difpartxng orb, that arched 
The central waters round, impetuous rtifh'dt 3 10 

With univcrfal burft, into the gulf. 
And o*er the high-ptl*d hiHs of fradur'd earth 
^^ide dafh'd the wave^ in tkndulution vaft ; 
Till, from the centre to the ftrcaming clouds^ 
A fhorelefs ocean tooaibkd round the globe* 315 

The Seafcss fzscc have, with feverer Avay, 
Of^refs'd a broken world : the Winter. keen 
Shook forth his wafte of fioyows ; and Summer fhot 
His peRilential heats. Great Spring, before, 
4]^reen'd all the year -, and fruics and bloffimxs biufh'd 
In focial fweetnefs, oti the leif*faxue boi^^ 32} 

Pta-e was tiie tcmp'rate air ; an even cahn 
perpetual i%igii'd, fave wiiat the zephyrs bland 
BreathM o'er the blue expanfe : for then nor ftorms 
Were taught to bbw, nor hurricanes to rage ; 325 
^ound flept the waiters ; no fulphureous glooms 
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BweWd 111 the fky, and Usnt the iight'nuig forth ; 
While fidslj damps, and cold autumnal fogs. 
Hung not^ relaxing, on the iprings of life. 
But now, of turbid elements the ijporty 330 

From clear to cloudy tofs'd, from hot to cold^ 
And dry to moifl, uith inward eating change. 
Our drooping days are dwindled down to nought. 
Their period fini(h'd ere 'tis well begun* 

And yet the wholeibme herb negk^ed dies j 335, 
Though with the pure exhilarating foul 
Of nutriment and health, and vital powers. 
Beyond the fcarch of art, 'tis copious blefl. 
For, with hot ravine fir'd, infanguine man 
Is now become the lion of the plain, 340- 

And worfc* The wolf, who from the nightly fold 
Fierce drags the bketing prey, ne'er drunk her milk. 
Nor wore Jier warming ileece : nor has the ftccr. 
At whofc ftrong chcft the deadly tyger hangs. 
E'er plough'd for him. They too are tempered high. 
With hunger ftung and wild neceflity, 346 

Nor lodges pity in their Ihaggy bread.- 
But Manj whom Nature formed of milder clay, 
W^ith every kind emotion in his heart, 
And taught alone to weep ;• while from her lap 35Q.. 
She pours ten thoufand delicacies, herbs. 
And fruits,, as numerous as the drops of rain. 
Or beams that give them birth : fhall he, fair form !': 
Who wears fw^et finiles,. and looks ere6t on heav's^' 
B *, 
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E'er ftoop to mingle with the prowKng herd^ 55J 

And dip his tongue in gore ? The beaft of prey,. 

Blood- (laia'd, deierves to bleed r but youy ye flocks^ 

What have you done ; ye peaceful people, what,. 

To merit death ? You, who have giv'u us milk 

In lufcious ftreams, and lent us your own coat 360 

Againft the winter's cold ? And the plain oz» 

That harmlefs,. honed, guilelefs animal» 

In what has he oflFended ? he, whofe toil, 

Patient and ever ready, clothes the laad 

With all the pomp of harveft ; (hall he bleed, 565 

And flruggling groan beneath the ci^el hands 

Ev'n of the clown he feeds ? and that, perhaps. 

To fwell tha riot* of th' autumnal feaft. 

Won by his labour ? Thus the feeling heart 

Would tenderly fuggeft : but 'tis enough, 370 

In this late age, advent'rous, to have touch'd 

Light on the uumhers of the Samian fage. 

High Heav'n forbids the bold prefumptuous ftrain, 

Whofe wifeft will has fii'd us iq. a ftate 

That muft not yet to pure perfedtion rife* 375 

Now when the firft: foul torrent of the brooks, 
Swell'd with the vernal rains, is ebb'd away, 
And, whit'ning, down their mofly-tindur'd ftream 
Defcends the billowy foam : now is the time, 
"While yet the dark-brown water aids the guile, 380 
To tempt the trout. The well-diflembled fly, 
The rpd fiae tag'ring with els^ftic ipring,^ 
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Snatched from the hoary fteed the floating line. 

And all thy flender wat'ry ftores prepare. 

But let not on thy hook the tortur'd ^vorm^ 38 j 

Coiiyulfiyey , twifl^ in- agonizing folds ;« 

Which, by rapacioas hunger fwallow'd.deept* 

Gives, as you tear it from the bleeding bread 

Of the weaky.helplefs, vncomplaining/wretch,.- 

Harih pain and horror to the tender hand. 39a> 

When with his livdy ray the potent {an 
Has pierc'd the flreams, and rons'd the fiimy xuce, 
Then, ilFuing cheerful, to thy iport repair $ 
Chief fhooid the weAem breezes ending play,r 
And light o*er ether bear the ihadowy clouds.- 59^; 
High to tfaeir fount, thisday, amid the hills,- 
And woodlands warbling rooi^d, trace np.the bxoo|cs|4 
The next, purfue their rod^-«hannerd maze^. 
I>own to the river, in whofe ample wave . 
Their littk naiads k>ve to fport at large. • 4pp^ 

Jaft in the dobiovs point, where with the ptKil 
h mixM the tifcmfahiig ftream, or where it boils' . ^' 
Around the ftone, or from the holUw^dbank. 
Reverted plays^ia undulating flow, ^ 
There throw, nice judging, the delufire fly ; 4P^ 
Aiid as you lead it round in artful curve, ^ 

With eye attentive mark thi fpri^ing game. • 1 . 

Strait as abore the fmrfiice of the flood 
They wanton rifc, or urg'd by hunger leap. 
Then Ex, with gentle twitch^ the barbed hook 4 4JIP 
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Some lightly toiling to the graffy baak. 

And to the {helving fhore ilow-draggmg ibme,. 

With various hand proportion'd.to their force. 

If yet too young,, and ea^y deceived, 

A worthlefs prey firarce bends your pliant rod, 415 

Him, piteeus of his yomhuid the Qxort fpace 

He has onjoy'd the vitalKght of Heav'n^. 

Soft difengage^ and.back into the ilream< 

The fpeckled captive throw. But fhould you lure 

From his dark haunt, beneath the tangled roots 420: 

Of pendent trees, the monarch of the brook. 

Behoves you then to j^y your fined art.. 

Long time he, following cautious, fcans the fiy ;: 

And oft attempts to feiz^ it, but as oft 

The dimpled water fpeaks his jealous- fear. 42 5' 

At iaft, while, haply o'er the (haded iun 

Faffes a eloud, he defpcrate takes the death,. 

With fullen plunge. Ax, once he dartsialongf. 

l>eep-flruck, and nin» out alhthe lengthened line ; 

Then feeks the farth<^ft ooze,.t^e ihMt'ring ^eed,. 439 

The cavernM bank^ his old iecure abode:: 

And Hies aloft, aod.fionnce» round the pool^. 

Indignant of the guile. With yielding hand, # 

That feels him (Hll, yet to his furious aourfe 

pives way, you, now retiring, following now 435 

\||lcrofs the ftream, eichauft his idle rage : 

^PU) floating broad upon his breathlef^ fide. 

And to his fate aba^don'd, to the Ihore • 

^0u gaily drag^ your uarefifling priz^, 439 



a P R I N G. ^9 

Thus psfs the temp'rate hours : but when the fun 
Shakes from his noon-day throne the fcatt'ringi clouds^ 
Ev*n fliooting liftlefs languor thro' the deeps ;-. 
Then fcek the bank where flow'ring elders crondy- 
Where fcatter'd wild the lily of the vale 
Its babny eiTence breathes^ where cowflips hang 445, 
The dewy head,, whera puvpk violets Ihrk^ 
With all the lowly ehildren of the fhade : 
Or lie reclin'd' beneath yonfpreading.aHiy 
Hung o'er the fteep ; whence, borne on liquid wingj. 
The founding culver fhoots ;. or wh«re the hawrky 450-^ 
High, in the beetling ciiffy^ his airy bjuldf:- 
There let the claflic page thy fancy lead 
Thro* rural.fcenes $ fuch as the Maniuan fyrain \ 

Paints in the matchkis harmony of fong^ 
Or catch thyfclf the lahdfcapc, gliding fwift^ 4jrf 

Athwjirt imagiaaticm's vivid eye : y 
Or by the yec^. woods and: waters lidl^i 
And loft in lonely. niu£uag» m the dreamy ,; 

Confus'd, of carelefs iblitude, where mix . • 

Ten thoufand wandering images of things, . 46* 

Soothe evevf guft of* paffion into peace ; 
All but tbe fwellings of. the foften'd. heart. 
That .waken, not difturb,. the tranquil mind* 

BEtfOLB yo9 breathing profpedt bids the Mufe. * 
Throw all her beauty forth. But who can jaint ^f 
Like nature ? Can imagination boafl,^ 
Amid its gay creation,* hues Uke. hers ? *" 
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Or can it mix them with d&at matchieis fkil^. 

And lofethem m each other, as appears 

In every bud that Mows ? J£ fancy then 4.79 

Unequal fails beneath the pleaiing taik,^ 

Ah what fhalllkngoage do ? ah where find'woards 

Ting'd with fo many colours ; and whofe pow'r. 

To life approaching, inay perfume my lays 

With that fine oil,« thofe aromatic gales» 4.7 j 

That ihexhauftive Hbw continual round i 

Yet, tho* fuccefslefs^, will the tofl delight. 
Come tlien, ye virgins and ye youths, whofe hearts 
Have felt the raptures of refiiung love ; 
And thxmi Aman4>a, come, pride of my fong ! 480 
Form'd by the Graces, lovelinefs it&lf ! 
Come with thofe downcaft eyes, fe^te and fweet^ 
Thofe looks demure,, that deeply pieroe the foul,- 
Where, with the light of thoughtful reafon mix'd. 
Shines lively fancy and the feeling heart :. 485 

€>h come ! and while: the rofy^footed- M&y^ 
Steals bltfhkig on, together let us tread 
The meming-dews, and gather in thetr prhne 
Frefhi-bloGming flow'rs, to grace thy braided hair 
And tbj lov'd bofom that imfH-oves their fweets. 490 

Sec J , where the winding vale tts-lavi{!f .ftores, 
lirrigoous, ipreads. See, how the lily drinks 
The latent rill, fcarce oozing thro' the grafs, 
Of growth luxuriant ;. or the humid bank». 
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In fair profufion, decks. Long let us walk» 495 

Where the breeze blows firom yon extended field 

Of blofTom'd beans. Arabia cannot boafl 

A fuller gale of joy, than, lib'ral, thence 

Breathes thro' the fenfe, and tSikes the raviOi'd fbuL 

Nor is the mead unworthy of thy foot, 500 

Full of freih verdure, and unnuoabcr^d flow'rsy 

The negligence of Nature^ wide, and wild ; 

Where^, imdifguis'd by mimic ArU ibe ipreads 

Unbounded beauty to the roving eye. 

Here their delicious talk the fervent bees, 505 

In fwarming millions, tend : around, athwart. 

Thro' the foft air, the bufy nations fly, - 

Cling to the bud, and, with inferted tube. 

Suck its pure eflence, its ethereal foul ; 

And oft, with bolder wing, they foaringdarc 510 

The purple heath, or where the wild thyme grows 

^nd yellow load them with the lufcious fpoil^ 

At length the finifh'd garden to the view 
Its viftas opens, and its alleys green. 
Snatch'd thro' the verdant maze, the hurry *d eye 515 
Biflrafted wanders ; now the bow'ry walk 
Of covert clofe, where fcarce a fpeck of day 
^alls on the lengthcn'd gloom, protracted fweeps : 
Now meets the bending iky ; the river now 
Dimpling along, the breezy-ruffled lake, 520 

The foreft darkening rormd, the glitt'ring fptre, ' 

Th' ethereal mountain, and the diftant miia. f| 
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But why Co far ezcnriive ? when at hand 

Along tbtfe blufhing borders, bright with dew. 

And in yon mingled wiidemefs of fiow'rs, 525 

Fair-handed Spring unbofoms every grace j 

Throws out the ihow-drop, and the crocus, firft ; 

The daify, primrofe, violet darkly blue. 

And polyanthus of unnumber'd dyes | 

The yellow wall-flower, ftainM with iron brown $ 530 

And laTifh ftock that fcents the garden round : 

From the foft wing of vernal breezes {hed» 

Anemouies ; auriculas, cnnch'd 

With ihiniag meal o'er all their velvet leaves $ 

And full ranunculasj of glowing red. 555 

Then comes the tulip race, where Beauty plays 

Her idle freaks ; from family difius'd 

To family, as fiies the father-duft. 

The varied colours run ; and^ while they br^ai 

On the «harm'd eye, th* exulting florift marks, 540 

With fecret pride, the wonders of his hand* 

No gradual bloom is wanting ; from the bud, 

Firft-born of Sprix^, to Suzmner's miifky tribes r. 

Nor hyacinths^ of pureft virgin white. 

Low-bent, and blulhihg inward ; nor jonquils, 545 

Of potent fragrance ; nor NarcifEis fair. 

As o'er the fabled fotmtain hanging Hill ; 

Nor broad carnations, nor gay-fpotted pinks ; 

Nor, fhower'd from ev'ry bulh, the-damafk rofe. 

Infinite numbers, delicacies, (mells, , 550 

With hues on hues expreflion canilot paiiit. 

The breath of Nature, and her endlefs bloom. 
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Hail, Source of BIing! Univehsal Sovt 
Of heav'n and earth ! Essential Piiesence» hail ! 
To Thee 1 bend the knee ; to Thee my thoughts. 
Continual climb ; who, \nth a maAer-hand, 556 

Haft the great whde into pcrfcftion tonch'd* 
By Thee the irarious vegeutive trihes, . 
Wrapt in a filmy net, and clad vrith kaires. 
Draw the Itve ether, and hnbihe the dew : fC^i 

By Thee di^os'd into coogenial foils. 
Stands each attradive plant, and fucks, and fwclls 
The juicy tide, a twining mafi rf tnbp. • 
At Thy coimnaod the i^emal ftm. awakes 
The torpid fiip^ detruded to the root s6if 

By wint'ry winds; that now in fluent dance, ♦ 
And lively fermentation, momxting, fpreads 
AH this innuoxerous coloured icene of things. 

As rifmg from the vegetable world 
My tifcme afcends, with equal wing aftend, J70 

My panting mufe ; and hark, how loud the woods 
Invite you forth in all your gayeft trim. 
Lend me your long, ye nightingales ! oh pour 
The raazy-ninning foul of melody 
Into my varied verfe ! while I deduce, 575 

^rom the firft note the hollow cuckoo fmgs, 
The iymphony of Sprtag, and touch a theme 
Unkuoy^ to fame, tf^ paffion of the grwis. 
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When firft the foul of lore is fent abroad. 
Warm thro' the vital air, and on the heart 580 

Harmonious feizesy the gay troops begin. 
In gallant thought, to plume the painted wing ; 
And try again the long-forgotten (bain, 
At firft faint-warbled. But no fopner grows 
The foft infiiiion prevalent, and wide, 58; 

Than, all alive, at once their joy overflows 
In mufic unconfin'd. Up fprings the lark, 
Shrill«voic'd, and Ipud, the mefienger of mom ; 
Ere yet the ihadows fly, he mounted fmgs 
Amid the dawning clouds, and from their haunts 590 
Calls up the tuneful nations. Every copfe 
Deep-tangled, tree irregular, and bufh 
'Bending with dewy moifture, o'er the heads 
Of the coy quirifters tl^at lodge within. 
Are prodigal of harmony. The thrufli J9]i 

And wood-lark, o'er the kind-contending throng 
Superior heard, run through the fweeteft length* 
Of notes ; when lift'ning Philomela deigns 
To let them joy, and purpofes, in thought 
Elate, to make her night excel their day. r 600 

The black-bird whiftles from the thorny brake ; 
The mellow bulfinch anfwers from the grove : 
Nor are the linnets, o'er the flow'ring furze 
Ponr'd out profufely, filent. JoinM to thefe 
Innum'rous fongfters, in the freih'ning ihade ^J 
Of new-lprung leaves, their modulations mix 
Mellifluouy. The jay, the rook, the daw. 
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And each harfk pipe, difcordant heard alone. 
Aid the full concert : Vhile the (lock-dove breatlies 
A melancholy murmur through the whole. 6io 

'Tis love creates their melody, and all 
This -wafte of mufic is the voice of love ; 
That, ev*n to birds and beafts, the tender arts 
Of pleafing teaches. Hence the glofly kind 
Try every winning way inventive love €15 

Can didate, and in courtOiip to their mates * 
Pour forth their little fouls. Firll, wide aroond) 
With diftant awe, in airy rings they rove, 
Endeavoring by a thc^fand tricks to catch 
The cunning, confcious, half-averted glance 6 to 

Of the regardlefs charmer. Should flie feem> 
Softening, the leaft approvance to beftow, ^ 
Their colours burnifli, and by hope infpir'd, 
They brilk advance ; then, on a fudden ftruck, * 
Retire diforder'd ; Aen again approach ; 625 

In fond rotation fpread die fpotted wing. 
And (hiver. every feather vnth defu-e. - 

Connubial leagues agreed, to the deep woods 
They hafte away, -all as their fancy leads, 
Plesfurc, or food, or fecret fafety prompts ; 630 

That Nature's great command may be obey*d : 
Nor all the fwect feniations they perceite 
Indulg'd in v^n. Some to the hoHy-hedge 
Neftling repair^ and to the thicket fome \ 

Vol. I. C 
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fiome to the nidc prote^km of the thorn 6$^ 

Commit their feeble offspring > The cleft tree 

Offers its kind concealment to a few, 

Their food its infedts, and its mofs their nefts. 

Others apart far in the graffy date, 

Or rough'ning wafte, their humble texture weave, 640 

But moil in woodland folitudes delight. 

In unfrequented glooms, or ihaggy banks. 

Steep, and divided by a babbling brook, 

Whofe murmurs foothe them all the live-long day, 

When by kind duty fix'd. Among the roots 645 

Of hazelj pendent o'er the plaintive ftream. 

They frame the firft foundation of their domes ; 

Dry iprigs of trees,, tn artful fabric laid. 

And bound with cliiy together. Now *tis nought 

But refllefs hurry thro* the bufy air, 650 

Beat by immimber'd wings. The fwalfow fweeps 

The (limy pool, to build his hanging boci& 

Intent. And often, from the carelefs back 

Of herds and flocks, a thoafand tagging bills 

Pluck hair and wool ; and oft, when unobferv'd, 65; 

Steal from the barn a fti-aw : till foft and warm, 

Clean, and complete, their habitation grows. 

As thus the patient dam affiduous fits, ^ 
Not to be tempted from her tender taik. 
Or by fharp hunger, or by fmooth delight, 660 

Tho* the whole loofen'd Spring afound her blows, 
Her fympathlzing lover takes his ftand 
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High on til* opponent bank, and ceafelefs fings 

The tedious time away ; or elie fuppKes 

Her place a moment, while fhe fudden flits 665: 

To pick the fcanty meal. Th' appointed time - 

With pious toil fulfiird, the caUow. young, 

Warm'd and expanded into perfeft life. 

Their brittle bondage breakj and come to Hght, 

A helplefs family, demanding food 6'ja 

With conftant clamour : O what paflions then, 

What melting fentiments of kindly care. 

On the new parents feize ! Away they fly 

AfFedionate, and undefiring bear 

The moft delicious morfel to their young ; 6jf 

Which equally diHributed, again 

The fearch begins. Ev'n fo a gentle pair. 

By fortune funk, but form'd of gen'rous mold, \ 

And charmM with cares beyond the vulgar bread. 

In fome lone cot amid the diftant woodi^> 68<5' 

Suftain'd alone by^ providential He aven. 

Oft, as they weeping eye their infant train. 

Check their own appetites, and give them all* 

Nor toil alone they icom : exalting, love. 
By the great Father of. the Spring infpir'd, 6B$ 
Gives inftant courage to Kht fearful race, 
And to Xhtjimple art. With ftealthy wingy ' 

Should fome rude foot their woody haunts moleft, 
Amid a netghb'ring bufli they filent drop, 
' And whirring thence, as if alarm'd,- deceive 6919 

C 3: 
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Th' uufecling fchool-boy. Hence, around the head 
Of wand'ring fwain, the wbtte-wing'd ploTcr v^tds 
Her founding flight, tnd then diraSHy on 
In long ezcuriioirikims tite level lawn, 
To tempt him from her ncft. The wild-duclc, hence, 
0>r the rough mofs, and o'er the tracklefs wafte 696 
The hetiQi-Jien flutters, pious fraud ! to lead 
The hot purfuing fpaniel far aftray. 

Bb not the Mufe aftiam'd, here to bemoan 
Her brothers- of the grove> by tyrant Man . 700 

Inhuman caught, and in the narrow cage 
From liberty confin'd, and boundlefs air. 
Dull are the pretty flaves, their plumage dull, 
Ragged, and all its bright'ning luftre loft ; 
Nor is that fprightly wildnefs in their notes, 705 

Which, clear and vigVous, warbles from the beech* 
Othen, ye friends of love and love-taught fong. 
Spare the foft tribes, this barb'rous art forbear $ 
If on your bofom innocence can win, 
Mufic engage, or piej^y perfuade, 710 

But let not chief the nightingale lament 
Hfer ruin'd care,, too delicately framM 
To brook the harih confinement of the cage* 
Oft when, . returning with her loaded bill, 
Th' aftonilh'd mother finds a vacant neft, jir 

By the hard hanct of unrelenting clowns 
Rphb'd,. to the ground the vain provifion fails ; 
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Her piiiiOBS ruffle, asd low-droopisig fcarce 

Can bear the mouraer to the. poplar fhade ; . 

WlierC} . all-abandon'd to defpair, {he fings 726 

Her forrows thro' the night ;. and,. OBthe4xmgh 

Sole-fittingy dill at every dying fall 

Takes up. again her lamentable ftrain 

Of winding woe ; till» wide-around, t;he woods 

Sigh^to her fong,. and with her wail refound. 725 

Bur n«w the feathered youth their former bounds, 
' Ardent, difdaia ; and, .weighing ott their wings, 
Demand the free po^ffion of the iky : 
This one glad <^^ more,., and then diflblres 
Parental love at once, now needlefs grown* ^ 730 

Unlavilh WifdomtiK^ffx worb; in vain.. 
'Ti$ on fome evt'ning,^ funi^, grateful; mild,. 
Wlien nought but bakn is breathing thro' the woods, 
With yellow laftre bright, . that the new tribes 
Vlfit the fpacious heav'nsy and look abroad- 735 

^n Nature's common, far as they can fee. 
Or wing, their range and pafture. . O^er the-boughs 
Dancing about,, dill at* the giddy verge 
Their reiblution fails r their pixu(ms*ftill,'. 
In loofe librationr flretch'd, to truft the voidi 7*40 

Trembling refiife ; tiH down before them fty 
The parefit-guides^ and chide, exhort, command, 
Or pufh them off. The furging ^r receives 
Its plumy burden ; and -their ielf-taught wings 
Winnow the waving element. On ground- , 745 
G3> 
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Alightedt bolder up again thty lead. 

Farther and farther 0&9 . the- lengthening flight ;: 

Tijl vaxiiihM everf fear, aad every pow'r 

Roas?d into life aad adiony light in air 

Th' acquitted pareats fee, their foaring race» 750 

And, once rejoiciag» never know them more. 

High from the fanmit of a* craggy cliff. 
Hong o'er the deep^.fuch as aoiazing frowns 
OAfUtmoft * Kiidd*s fherey^whiofe lonely race. 
Refjgp the letting fun to Indian. yrroxidst 75^ 

The royal eagle idraws his« vigorous youngs 
Stroz^-poonc'd^^and ardent with paternal fire^. 
Now fit to raife a kingdom of their own» 
He drives them from his fort, the tow'ting^^eafi. 
For ages,, of. his empire ; , which,, in. peace, 760. 

Unftain>'d he holds^ while many a league to fea 
He wing^ his>coacie^.and,preys in.diftant ifles^ 

Sh ou LD L my (leps tara.tet th^. rural feat^ 
Whofe lefty elms^ and venerable oaks. 
Invite the rook, who high amid the boughs, , 765;; 

In early Spring, hk airy city builds. 
And ceafellbfs caws amufive ;. there, ,weU-pleaa*d,.. 
\ might the various polity, furvey 
Of the mixt h«>uflu>ld.kind. The careful^hea^ 
Calls aU^ her chirping family around, 770 

Fed and defended ^f the fearleis cock ; 

* TIm ftftbeft of «&€ treftera iflaais of ScoOukL 
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Whofe hreaft with ardour flaiBESy as aa he va22s, 

Gracefbr, and crovs dpfiancc. Ib the pcad 

The finely checkered dock, bctbse her fiari. 

Rows garmlous. The ftarely iailing £mzA 7-5 

Gives out his fiiowy phimage to the gale 7 

And^ arching proud his. mcky-imthoary^et 

Bears forward fierce^ and guards fats ofier-ii^ 

Protedive of hi^ yonng. The twhey n5gh« 

Loud threatening, peddens ; while th4 peaccck ^jrcad^ 

His everyM:olour*d glory to the fun, 7** 

And fwims in. radiant majefty afong^ 

CX'cr the whole homdy fcene, the cooing dore 

Flies thick m acn'rons chace, and wanton rot!s 

The glttMii^ eye» and turns the change&l arck. 7^5 

While thus die gentle tenants of the (hade- 
Indulge their purer loves^ die roogher worid 
Of brutesy below^ ro(h fbrioas inta Basae^ 
And fierce defire. Thro' all his lufty Tcins 
The bull, deepieorch'd, the raging paffion feeUL 790, 
Of paflure fick, and negligent of food, 
Scarce feen, he wades among the yeUow broom. 
While o'er his am]Je fides the ranging fprayt 
Luxuriant ihoot ; orthro* the maey wood 
Dejeaed- wanders, nor th*^ endcing bud 795 

Crops, Hio* it prefics on his careleis fenle. 
And 6ft, in jealous mad'Hing fsincy wrapt. 
He feeks the fight ; and, idly-biltting, feigns 
His rival gor'd in every knotty tniak. 
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Htai fhould he meet,, the bcUawing war begins : 800 
Their e^cs fiaikfury^; to the hoUow'd earthy 
Whence the land fliesy. they outtter bloody deeds, 
Aad groaning deep, th' impetDOOs battle mix : 
While the fair beifeiv, balmy breatkiiig» near. 
Stands kindling op their rage. Thetcend^ling fteed, 
-With this hot impuJKe fclz'dini every nerve, S06 

Nor hears the rein, nor heeds the founding: thong ; 
Blows. are not felt ;, but toiOng high his head». 
And by the well-known joy to dillant phuus> 
Attra^d ftrong, all wild he burfts a^^y ; 810 

O'er rocks, and woods,., and craggy mountains flies ;.. 
And, neighing^ on the aerial fommit takes 
Th' exciting gale j then, fteep-deicending, cleaves 
The headlong torrents foaming down the hills^ 
Ev'n where the madnais of the fbraiten'd ilream 8]f 
Toms in. black eddies round : fuch is the force. 
With which his frantic heait and^iinews fwelL- 

Nor undelightedby the boundle/s Spring 
Are the broad monfters of the foaming deep : 
From the deep. ooze and g^lid. cavern rous'd, Sio 

They flounce and tumble in unweildy jpy. 
Dire were the drain,, and diffonant, to fkig 
The cruel raptures of the favag? kind : 
How by this flame their native wrath fubKm'd, 
They roam, amid the fiiry of their heart, B25 

The far-refounding wafte in fiercer bands, 
And growl their horrid loves. £ut this the theme 
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I Gng, enraptnr'd, to the British Fair, 

Forbids, and leads me to the mountain-brow, 

Where fits the fhepherd on the graffy turf, 830 

Inhaling^ healthful, the defcending fun. 

Around him feeds his many-bleating flock, 

Of various cadence ; and his fportive Jambs, 

This way and that convolved, in frifkfui glee. 

Their frolicks play. And now the fprightly race 835 

Invites them forth ; when fwift, the fignal given, 

They flart *way, and fweep the mafly mound 

That runs around the hill ; the rampart once 

Of iron war, an ancient barb'rous times, 

When difunited Britain ever bled, 840 

Loft in eternal broil : ere yet flie gtew 

To this deep-laid indifToluble ftate. 

Where Wealth and Commerce lift their golden heads ; 

And o'er our labours. Liberty and Z/jw, 

Impartial, watch ; the wonder of a world ! 845 

What is this mighty Breathy ye fages, fay. 
That, in a powerful language," felt not heard, 
Inftruds the fowls of heav'n; and through their breaft 
Thefe arts of love difRifes ? What, but God ? 
lafpiring God I who boundlefs Spirit all, 850 

And unremitting Energy, pervades, 
Adjufts, fuflains, and agitates the whole. 
He ceafelefs works alone ; and yet alone 
Seems not to work : with fuch perfe(ftion framM 
Is this complex, flupendous fchemc of things. • 855 
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But, tho* conceal'dy to every purer eye 
Th* inforaiing Author in his works appears : 
Chief, lovely Spring, in thee, and thy foft fcenes. 
The Smiling Go^ is ieen ; while water, earth. 
And air atteft his bounty ; which exalts 86c 

The brute-creation to this finer thought. 
And annual melts their undefiguing hearts 
Fxofufely thus in tendernefs and joy. 

Still let my fong a nobler note afTume, 
And fmg th' infufive force of Spring on Man ; 865 
When heav*n and earth, as if contending, vie 
To raife his being, and ferene his foul« 
Can he forbear to join the general fmile 
Of Nature ? Can fierce paflions vex his breaft. 
While ievery gale is peace, and every grove 870 

Is melody ? •Hence 1 from the bounteous walks 
Of flowing Spring, ye fordid fons of earth,. 
Hard, and unfeeling of another's woe ; - 
Or only lavifh to yourfelves ; away I 
But come, ye {;eii*rous minds, in whofe wide thought^ 
Of all his works, crsativs Bounty bums 876 

With warmeft beam j and on your open front 
And lib'ral eye, fits, from his dark retreat 
Inviting modeft Want* Nor, till invok'd, 
Can reiUefs goodnefs wait j your a<5live fearch 8 So 
Leaves no cold wintry corner unexplor'd ; 
Like filent-working H f a v e k , furprifi ng oft 
The lonely heart with unexpected good^ 
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For yon the roving fptrit of the wind 

Blows Spring abroad ; for you the teeming clouds 885 

Defcend in gladfome plenty o'er the world i 

And the fun iheds his kindeft rays for you, 

Ye flowV of human race ! In thefe green days. 

Reviving Sicknefs lifts her languid head ; 

Life flows afrcfli ; and young-ey'd Health exalts S90 

The whole creation round.. Contentment w;Uks 

The funny glade, and feels an inward blifs 

Spring o'er his mind, beyond the pow'r of kings 

To purchafe. Pure fcrenity apace 

Induces thought, and contemplation ftill. 895 

By fwift degrees the love of Nature works, 

And warms the bofom ; till at laft fublim'd 

To rapture, and enthufiaftic heat, 

We feel the prefent Duty, and tafte 

The joy of Go» to fee a happy world ! ^o 

TpEsB are the facred^feelings of thy heart, 
Thy heart infonn'J by reafon*s purer ray, 
Lyttleton, the friend ! thy paffions thus 
And meditations vary, as at large. 
Courting the Mufe, thro* Ifagiey Park thou ftray'ft 5 
Thy Brltijh Tentpe I There along the dale, 906 

with woods o'er-hung, and Ihagg'd with moffy rocks, 
"Tience on each hand the gulhing waters play, 
And down ihe rough cafcade white-d«ihing fall, 
^r gleam in lengthen'd vifta tliro' the trees, 9x0 

You fileit Ileal 4 or fit beneath the lliade 
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Of folemn oaks, that tuft the (welling motints 

Thrown graceful round by Nature's cardefs handy 

And penfive liften to the various voice 

Of rural peace : the herds, the flocks, the birds, 915 

The hoUow-whifp'ring breeze, the plaint of rills. 

That, purling down amid the twifted roots 

Which creep around, their dewy murmurs fhakc 

On the footh'd ear. From thefe abftraded oft. 

You wander thro* the philofophic. world ; 920 

Where in bright trsun continual wonders rife, 

Or to the curious or the pious eye. 

And oft, conducted by hiiloric truth, 

You tread the long extent of backward time : 

Planning, with warna benevolence of mind, 925 

And honeft zeal unwarp'd by party-rage, 

Britannia's weal 5 how from the venal gulf 

To raife her virtue, and her^rts revive. 

Or, turning thence thy view, thefe graver thoughts 

The Mufes charm : while, with fure tafte refin'd, 930 

You draw th* infpiring breath of ancient fong 5 

Till nobly rifes, emulous, thy own. 

Terhaps thy lov'd Lucinda (hares thy walk. 

With foul to thine attun'd. Then Nature aU 

Wears to the lover's eye a look of love 5 4935 

And all the* tumult of a guilty world. 

Toft by ungen'rous paffions, finks away. 

The tender heart is animated peace ; 

And as it pours its copious treafures forth, 

In varied converfe, foft'ning^ ©very theme, 940 

You, frequent-paufing, turn, and from her eyes. 
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Where meek'ned fenfe, and amiable grace. 

And liv^y fweetnefs dwell, enraptur'dy drmk 

That namelefs fpirit of ethereal joy, 

Unutterable happinefs ! which love> 954 

Alone, beftoW9, 2aid "on z favour' dfiw* 

Meantime you gain the height, from whofe fair brow 

The burfting profpedl fjpreads immenfe around : 

And fnatch'd o'er hill and dale, and wood and lawn. 

And verdaiit field, and dark'ning heath between, 950 

And villages embofom'd foft in trees. 

And fpiry towns by furging columns marked 

Of houfhold fnfioak, your eye excurfive roams : 

Wide-ftretching from the ffaUf in whofe kind haunt 

The Hofpitahle Genius lingers ftill, 955 

To where the broken landfcape, by degrees, 

Afcending, roughens into rigid hills ; 

O'er which the Cambrian mountains, like far clouds 

That flsdrt the blue horizon, dttfky rife. 

Flush'd by the fpirit of the genial yeai*,. " 960 
Now from the virgin^s cheek a frefher bloom 
Shoots, lefs and lefs, the live carnatioii round ; 
Her lips blufh deeper'Uc'eets ; fhe breathes of youth ; 
The (hining moifture fwells into her eyes, 
In brighter flow 5 her wilhirig bofbm heaves, 965 

With palpitations wild ; kind tumults feize \ 
HeV veins, and all her yielding foul is love. 
From the keen gaze her lover turns away, 
Full of the dear ecftatfc powV, and fick 
With fighing languilhment. Ah then, ye fair ! 970 

Vot. L D 
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Be greatly cautious of your fliding hearts : 
Dare not th' infe^ious figh ; the pleadings iookf 
Down-caft, .and low, in meek iabmiiTion dreft* 
JBut full of guUe. Let not the fervent tongue* 
Prompt to deceiye, with adulation fiBooth9 975 

GaiA on your puf pos'd wilL Nor in the bow'r. 
Where woodbines flaunt^ and rofes (ked a couch. 
While Ev'ning ciraw^ her crimibn curt-^ns roundt 
Trull ,your ioft minutes with betraying Man^ 

A»D let ih* afpirij3g youth beware of love, g8o 
Of the fmooth glance bewaxe ; for 'tis too Iate> 
Wl^n en' his heart the torrent 'foftnefs pours. 
Then wifdom proflrate lies, and fading fame 
Di/Tolves ia air away ; while the fond foul^ 
Wrapt in gay vifioAs of uBreal blifs, 985 

Still paints th' iUufive form i the kindling grace ; 
Th' enticing fmib j the raodeft-feeming eye. 
Beneath whofe beauteous beams, belying heav'n, 
Lurk fearchlefs cunning, cruelty, and death ; 
And ftill falfe warbling in his cheated «ar, 990 

Her fyreu voice> enchanting, draws him on 
To guileful (hoces, aud meads of fatal joy, 

# 

EvN prefect, in the very lip of love 
Inglorious laid ; while mulic flows around. 
Perfumes, and oils, and wine, and wanton hours ; 
Amid the rofes fierce Repentance rears 996 

Her fnaky creft-: a quick^returning pang . 
fihoots thro* the confcipus heart 5 where bonoiu: ftill. 
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And grtat defigti, againft the oppfeffive load 

Of liufuy, by fits, impatient heave. tooo 

But abfent, what fantailic woes» arous'd. 
Rage m each thought, by reftleis mufmg fedf 
Chill rhe warm cheek, and blafi the bioom of life ? 
Negle^d fortune ifies ; and flidtng fwiA» 
Proae into min, fall his fcorn'd a&irs. 1005. 

Tis nought bat gloom arOund : The darkened (bn 
LoTes his light. The rofy'4>ofoin'd Spring 
To weeping Fancy pines i and yoti-bright areh, 
Contradted, bends mtQ a duiky vault. 
AU Nature fades extind ; and ihe alone lOXO^ 

Heard, felt, and ieeui poifefies every thought^ 
Fills every fefife, and pants in every vein.. 
Books are but fermal dulnefs^ tedtcnis friends ; 
And fad amid the ibciai band he fit^. 
Lonely, and unattentive. From his tongue lotjiL 
Th' unfini^i'd pcrfod faBs : whik, borne away 
On fwelling thought^ his wafted fpirit flies 
To the vain bofom of his diftant fair ; 
And leaves the iemblance df :\ lover, fi&'d 
In melancholy fite, with head declin'd» tozOh 

And love-dejedted eyesj| Sudden he ftartst 
Shook from his tender trance, and Jeftlefs runs 
To glimmering Hiades^ and fympathetic glooms } 
Where the dun umbrage o'er the falling ftreara, 
^oj^iantic, hangs ; there thro' the penfive duik 102$; 
Strays, in heart-thrilling meditation lofk,> 
^dulgtng all tQ love : or on the bank- 
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' '?^%f^li^^ t, his endlefs cares . 

y. bu], Ifi^^Bi^ ad oblivious, love, 

lidded liand, lie knows not how, 

^ ^ AiiiB, tt ^^^ ^ ^'^ '^ S ^ntravclM heaths 1 06 1 

j %aai4[^jj^l^^ ^n, lie wanders w^k, 

f ^^^NUtifia^ >■ . tt ^vrapt ;• or fhrifiks aghaft, 

^^"^Ie^S^iUji^j*^ l\jig precipice ;, or wades 

"^^iiylii^i^ clowj and ftriYcs to reach tc6} 

\ "^^ y^i^^l^m. ft^y ^ Whcx c, fuccourlcfs and fad, 

^*V^ ^'^i "^^ ^^^ ^*^ im^ores ;• 

^^^%l^.^^^ borne by th' outrageous Bood 

C'lsjjftt^^'^^ia. le ridos the ridgy wave, 
' ' '' "'^^fla|;^L iht bulling eddy finks. 1070, 






'"^''^*!*ifc arming agonies, of love, 

Bfloijjff|g|^ J^% ,u. But thro' the heart- 

r ^*^ t ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^° more,. 

5jJ%%i^^ ought, and blafting all: 
^tKijiljl^^^mi fe f^i,.y profpefts, then,, 

' ^1^ > rjd ye bow'rs of joy, . 

* *Ndf^ , "^ti nugs of departed peace,- 

i ^^mt-!^ ^ ' the yellow-tinging plague loScP 
^^^J**^ • ts, and in a night 

'-^k^^Hi^ iagj nation wraps.. 

,^^^ 'cf lovc-enliven'd cheek's,. 
I and of ardent eyes 
urs bri^'ht, dark looks fucccedj . 
Dg u-rh untender fire j: ^^ 
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Thrown^ amid drooping lilies, fwells the breeze: 

With fighs unceafmg, and the brook with tears*. 

Thus in foft anguifh he confxuxies the day, ' 1030 

Nor quits his deop retirement^ till the Moon 

Peeps thro' the chambers of the fleecy caft, 

Enlighten'd by degrees, and in her train 

, Leads on the gentle hours ; then forth he walks^ 

Beneath the trembling languifh of her beam, 203;^ 

With foft'ued fool, and wooes the bird of eve 

To mingle woes with his : or, while the world 

And all the fbns of Care lie hufli'd in ikep, 

Aflbciates with the midnight fbadows drear ; 

And, fighing to the lonely tap^, pours 1040 

His idly-tortur'd heart into the page. 

Meant for the moving meflenger of love 5 

Where rapture bums on rapture, every line 

With rifmg frenzy fir'd. But if on bed • 

Delirious flung, fleep from his pillow flies. 1045 

All night he tofles, nor the balmy power 

In any pofture finds ; till the grey mom 

Lifts her pale luftre on the paler wretch, 

Exanim^ite by love ; and- then perhaps 

Ejdiaufted Nature fmks a while to reft, lojo 

Still interrupted by diftra<5bed dreanfts. 

That o'fer the fick imagination rife, 

And in black colours paint the mimic fcene. 

Oft with th* enchantrefs of his foul he talks ; 

Sometimes in crouds diftrefs'd ; or if retired 1055 

To fecret winding flow'r-enwoven bow'rs, 

Far from the duU impertinence of Man/ 
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Jail ^ lie, credulotts, hli endlds cares' . 

Begias to lofe in bjiad oblivious love, 

Snatch'd from her yielded hand^ lie knoivs not haw. 

Thro' forefts hnge , and ' long untravelM heaths 1 06 1 

With defolation brown, he wanders y/^Ae, 

In night and tempeft vnrapt ; or fhrinks aghafty 

Back, from the bending precipice ;\ or wades 

The turbid ftream below, and ftrives to reach 1065 

The farther (hore ; where, fucconrlefs and fad» 

She with' extended arms his aid implores ; 

But ftrives in vain : borne by th' outrageous Bood 

To diftante down, he rides the ridgy wave, 

Or whelm'd^ beneath the boiling eddj^ finks. S070. 

Thes¥, are the charming agonies: of love, 
Whofe mifery delights^ But thro' the heart- 
Should jealoufy its venom once diffufe,. 
'Tis then delightful mifery no more,^ 
But agony unmix'd, mceffant gall, 107SJ 

Corroding every diought, and blafling all- 
Leave's B^adife. » Ye fairy profpefts, then,, 
Ye beds of rofes,. and ye bow'ts of joy, ^ 
Farewel ! Ye gkamings^ of depaited peace,* 
Shine out your laft I the yellow- tinging plague loScP 
Internal viiion taints, and in a night 
Of livid gloom- imagination wraps.. 
Ah then! infiead of love -enliven'd checks,. 
W fenny features, and of ardent eyes 
With flowing rapture bright, dark looks fucceed^ 
Sufibs'd r,nd glaring with untendcr fife ;• . |0^> 
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A clotuled aiped» and a burning cheek, 
Where the whole poiibn'd fovly maligzmnt> fits,. 
And frightens love away. Ten thoufand fears 
Invented wild, ten thoufand frantic views 1090 

^ Of horrid rivals, hanging on the charms 
For which he melts in fondnefs, eat him up 
With fervent anguifb, and confuming rage. 
In vain reproaches lend their idle aid^ 
Deceitful pride, and refolution frsul,. 109; 

Giving falfe peace a moment. Fancy pours, 
Afrefh, her beauties on his bufy thought,. 
Her. firft endearments twining round the foul. 
With all the witchcraft of enfharing love* 
Strait the fierce ftorm involves his mind anew, 1 100 
Flames thro* the nerves, and boils along the veins j 
While anxious doubt diftrafts the tortur'd heart : 
For even the fad affurance of his fears 
Were eafe to what he feels. Thus the warm youth, 
Whom love deludes into Ins thorny wilds^ 1 105 

Thro* flow'ry-tempting paths, or leads a life 
Of fever'd rapture, or of cruel care ; 
His brighteft flames extinguiih'd all, and all 
His brighteft moments running down to wafte. 

But happy they! the happieft of their kind.! liio 
Whom gentler ftars unite, and in one fate ■ ' 

Their hearts, their fortunes, and their beings blend. 
*Tis not the coarfertie of human laws, 
Unnatural oft, and foreign to the mind, 
. Thsjt binds their peace, but harmony itf€if> 1115 
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ft.ttuning all their paffions into love ; 
IVhere friendlliip full-exerts her fofteft power, 
Perfedt efteem enliven'd by defire 
[nefFable, and fympathy of foul ; 
rhought meeting thought, and will preventing will, 
^Vith boiuidl^fs confidence : for nought but love 1121 
Can anfwer love, and render blifs fecure. 
Let him, ungen'rous,. who, alone intent 
To blefs himfelf, from fordid parents^ buys 
The loathing virgin, in eternal care, 1 1 25: 

Well-merited, confume his nights and days : 
Let barb'rous nations^ whole inbuman love 
Is wild defire, fierce as the funs they feel ;, 
Let eaftern tyrants,, from the light of Heav'n 
Scclwde their bofom-flaves, meanly pofiefs'd 1 1 3a 

Of a meer, lifelefs, violated form : 
While thofe whom love cements in holy fakh. 
And equal tranfport, free as Nature live, v 

Bifdiining fear. What is the world to them. 
Its pomp, its pleafure, and its nonfenfe aU ! ' ^ 35- 

Who in each other clalp whatever fair 
High fancy forms, and lavifh hearts can wifli ; 
Something than beauty dearer, (hould they look 
Or on the mind, or mind-illumin'd face ; 
Truth, goodnefs, honour, harmony, and love, *I4Q 
'The richeft bounty of indulgent He a v eh. 
Meantinie a fmiling offspring rifes round. 
And mingles both their graces. By. degrees. 
The human bloflbm blows ; and every day, 
.weft as it rolls along, (hews feme new charm, 1 145 
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The father's iuftr^/and the mother's bloom. 

Then infant reafon grows apace, and calls 

For the kind hand of an ailiduous care. 

Delightful ta(k ! to rear the tender thought^ 

To teach the young idea how to fhoot, uja 

To pour the freih inftru^ion o'er the mind»« 

To breathe th' enliv'hing fjpirity and to fix 

The gen'rous purpofe in the glowing breaft.. 

Oh fpeak the joy !. ye, whom the fudden tear 

Surprizes often, while you look around, n5) 

And nothing ftrikes your eye but fights of blifsy^ 

Ail various Nature p reding on the heart : 

An elegant fnfficiency, content, 

Retirement, rural quiet,. &iendihip, books, 

£afe and alternate labour, useful life, 1160 

Progreflive virtue, and approving Heavek. 

Thefe are the matchiefs joy$ of virtuous love ; 

And thus their moments fly^. The Seafons tims, 

As ceafelcfs round a jarring world they roll,. 

Still find them happy; and confenting Spring n^5 

^heds her own.rofy garland on tlieir heads : 

Till evening comes at laft,. ferene and mild ; 

When after the long vernal day of hfe. 

Enamour' d fnore, as more- remembrance (wells 

With maily a proof of recoUedled love, up 

Together down they fmk in fgcial fleep ; 

Together freed, their gentle fpirits % » 

Ta fcenes where kye aad bltiis immorial reign* 
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The argument. 

The fuhjeSi propofed. Invocation. Addrefs to MnDo- 
piHGTON. An introdu^ory refieilkn on the motion of 
the heavenly bodies i whence the fuccejfion of the feafons. 
At the face of Nature in thh feafon // almoji unifirm^ 
the progrefs of the poem is a defcription of a fumtntr'i 
day* The da*wm Sun*rijing. Hymn to the fun. Fore- 
noon. Sufmmr infers defcrihed. Hay'tnaking. Sheep- 
Jhearing. Noon^day. A 'woodland retreat. Croupe 
of herds ana/ocis. A folemn grove : how it affeiis a 
contemplative mind. A cataraR^ and rude fcene. Vie^ 
of fummer in the torrid zone. Storm of thunder and 
lightning. A tale. The florm overt a ferene afternoon. 
Bathing. Hour of walking. Tranjition to the prof- I 
peii of a rich well-cultivated country; which introduces i 
a panegyric on Great Britain. Sun-Jet. Evening. I 
Night. Summer meteors. A comet. The whole con^ \ 
eluding with the fraife of philojhphy.. » 
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SUMMER. 

"P ROM brightening fields of ether fair difclos'd, 
•*• Child of the Sun, refulgent Summer comes, * 
In pride of youth, and felt thro' Nature^s depth s '^ 
He conies attended by the fnltry />onrjy 
And ever-fanning breezes ^ on his way ; 5 

While, from his ardent look, tht turning Spring 
Averts her biuihftil face ; and earth, and f^ies, 
AU-fmiling, to his hot dominion leaves. 

Hence, let me hafte into the mtd-wood fhade, 
vvhere fcarce a ilin-beam Trandcrs thro* the gloom; lO' 
And on the dark-green gntfs, befidc the brink 
Of haunted ftream, thafby the roots of oak 
Rolls o'er the rocky channel, lie at large. 
And fmg the glories of the circling year. 

Come, Infphatlon! from thy hermit feat, t^ 

By mortal feldom foupd': may fancy dare, 
i^rom thy fix'd fcrious eye, and raptured glance 
SKot on furrounding- Heav'n, to fitdX one look 
Creative of the Poet, every pow'r 
£jfalting to an ecftafy of foul. . a<y 
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And thoUi my youthful Mufe's early frietid» 
In whom the human graces all unite : 
Pure light of mind, and tendernefs of heart ; 
Gemus, and wifdom ; the gay focial fenfe^ 
By decency chaiUs'd ; goodnefs and wit, 25 

In fddom-meeting harmony combin'd ; 
Unblemifh'd honour, and an adlive zeal 
For Britain's glory, Liberty, and Man i 
O DoDiNGTON ! attend my rural fbng. 
Stoop to my theme, infpirit ev'ry line, 3^ 

And teach me to deferve thy juft applaufe. 

With what an awful world-revolving powV 
Were firfl the unwieldy planets launch'd along 
Th' illimitable void ! Thus to remain, 
Amid the flux of many thoufand years, 35 

That oft has fwept the toiling race of Men, 
And all their laboured monuments away. 
Firm, unremitting, matchlefs, in their courfe ; 
To the kind tempered change of night and day, 
And of the feafons ever ftealing round, 4^ 

Minutely faithful : Such th' all perfect Hakd! 
That pois'd, impels, and rules the fteady whole. 

When now no more th* alternate Tnvins are firM, 
And Cancer reddens with the folar blaze. 
Short is the doubtfil empire of the night ; 45 

And foon, obfei^vant of approaching day, 
The meek-ey'd Mom appears, mother of dew^i 
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At firft faint-gleaming in the dappled eaft : 

Till far 6^€r ether ipreads the widening glow ; 

And, from -before the hiftrc c^ her face, 50 

White break the clouds away. With quick'ned ftepj 

Brown Night retires : Young Day pours in apace, 

And opens all the la'^wiy profpeift wide* 

The dripping rock, the mountain's miily top 

Swell on the iight, and brighten with the dawn. 55 

Blue, thro' t^he duUc, the fmoakbg currents fliine ; 

And from the bladed field the fearful hare • 

Limps, attkward : while along the foreft-glade 

The wild deer trip^ and often turning gaae 

At early pafTenger* Mufic awakes 60 

The native voice of undiffembled joy 5 

And thick around the woodknd hymns arife. 

Rous'd by the cock, the ibon-clad ftiepherd leaves 

Hb mofly cottage, where with Peaee he dwells ^ 

And from the crouded fold, in order, drives ^j 

His flock, to tafte the verdure of the morn* 

Falselv himinous, wSl not Man awake $ 
And, l^ringing from the bed of floth, enjoy 
The cool^ the fragrant, iand the filciit houf*) 
To meditation due and facred fbng? ^[6 ^ 

For is there aught in fleep ca«i charm the wife } 
TV) lie in dead oblivion, lofmg half 
The fleeting moments of too fliort a life j 
Total extindion of th' enlighton'd foul ! 
Or elfe to feverifti vanity alive> 75 

Wilder'd, and tofBng thro' diftemper'd dreams ? 

Vol. I. ' E 
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Who would in {uch a gloomy (late remain 

L6nger than Nature craves ; when every Muie 

And every blooming pleafure wait without. 

To blels the wildly-devious morning- walk i 80 

But yonder comes the powerful King of Day, 
Rejoicing in the eail. The lefs^ntng cloud, 
The kindling azure, and the mountain's brow 
Illum'd with fluid gold, hts near approach 
Betoken glad* Lo ; now, apparent alt, £5 

Allant the dew-bright eartli^ ajad cokured air» 
He looks in b^undkfs majefly abroad ; 
^ud fheds the fhining day, that burniik'd plays 
On rocks, and hills, and tow'rs, and wand'ring ftrc;mis, 
High-gleaming from aifan Prime cheerer Light ! go 
Of all material beings firftj and beft ! 
Efflux divin« I ]^faturc's refplendent robe ! 
Without whofe vefting beauty all were wrapt 
In unefTential gloom ; and thou^ O Sun ! 
Soul of furrounding worlds ! in whom bed feen ^S 
.i>hines out thy Maker! may I fing ef thee? 

*Tis by thy iecret, (Ireng^ attraAive force. 
As with a chain indiflbiuble bound, 
Thy Syftem. rdia entire : from the fstr bourne * 
Of utiuoft Satnrn^ wheeling wide his round loO 

Of thirty years i to Mercury^ whofe diflc 
•Can fcarce be caught by philofophic eye, 
IfOil ii^L the ncs^r effulgence of thy blaze« 
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In FORMER of the planctary tram! 
Without vrhofe quickening glance their cumbrous orbs 
Were brute unlovely mafs, inert and dead, io6 

And not, as now, the green abodes of life t 
How many forms of being wait on thee ! 
Inhaliag fpirit 5 from th' unfctter'd mind, 
By thee iublim'd, down to tlie daily race 2 to 

The mixxxig myriads of thy fetting beam. 

The vegetable world is alfo thmc^ 
Parent of Seafons! who the pomp precede 
That waits thy tl^one, as thro' thy vaft domain, 
Animal, along the bright ecliptic road, 115. 

In world-rejoicing ftatc, it moves fublime. 
Mean-time, th' cxpe^ing nations, circled gay 
With all the various tribes of foodful earth. 
Implore thy bounty, or fend grateful up 
A common hymn : while, round thy beaming car, 1 20^ 
High-feen, the Seafons lead, in fprightly dance 
Harmonious knit^ the rofy-fingcr'd Hours^ 
The Zypbers floating loofe, the timely Rainsy 
Of bloom ethereal the light-footed Denus^ 
And foft'ned into joy the furly SUrmu 125' 

Thefe, in fucceflive turn, with lavifh hand, 
Show'r every beauty,, every fragrance Ihow'r, • 
Herbsj flow*rs, and fruits ; till, kindling at thy touch, 
From land to land is flufh'd the vernal year. 
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Nor to the furfsice of enliveix'd earthy 130 

Graceful with hills and dales> and leafy woods,. 
H^r iib'nil trefles^ is thy force confin'd : 
But, to the bowd'd cavern darting deep. 
The min'ral kinds confefs thy mighty pow'r.. 
Effulgent, hence the veiay marble fhines ; rjj 

}If nee Labour draws his tools ; hence bumifh'd War 
Glcms on the day ; the nobler works of Peace 
Hence blefs mankind, and gen'rous Commerce binds 
The round of nations in a golden chaint. 

Th' unfruitful rock itfelf^ impregn'd l^ thee, 14^3 
In dark retirement forms the lucid ftone,^ 
The lively Di'mond drinks thy pureil rays, 
Collefled light, compaift ; that, polifli*d bright. 
And all its native luflre let abroad, 
Dares, as it fparkles on the fair ones breaft, 14J 

With vain anibltion emulate her eyes. 
At the.e the Ruby lights Its deep'ning glow, 
And with a waving i-adiancc inward flames. 
From thee the Sapphire, folid ether, takes 
Its hue cerulean ; and, of ev'ning tin^t, 150 

The purple -flreaming Amethyft is thine. 
With thy own fmile the ycljow Topaz burns. 
Nor deeper verdure dyes the robe of Spring, 
When firil fiie gives it to the fouthern gale. 
Than the green Em'rald Ihows. Bat, all combin'd,, 
Thick thro* the whitening Opal play thy beams ; 156 
Qf> fly;ing feyeral from i;s fjji'face, form. 
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A trembling varianee of revolving litiesy 
As the fite varies in the gaser^s hand. 

The very dead creation, from thy touch, i6o 

AfTumes a miinic life. By thee refin'd, 
lii brighter mazes the rehicent Aream 
Plays o'er the mead. The pr«q}ptce . abrupt, 
Ppojeding horror on the blacken'd flood. 
Softens ^t thy return^ The defert joys 165 

Wildly, thro' all his melancholy bounds.- 
Rude ruins glittery; and the briny deep, 
i^een from fome pointed pronumtory's top,. 
Far to the blue horizon's utnioft yerge. 
Reliefs, reflet a floating gkam. But this, ^ 170 

And all the much*traiifported Moie can fing, 
Are to thy beauty,, dignity, and ufe,, 
Unequal far ; great delegated feurce • 
0£ lights and^ ii£e, and grace, and joy btlow I [ 

How ftiall Ithentitteaipt to fing of Him! i«y^; 
Who, Light Himself, in uncreated light 
Invefted deep, dwcUs awfidly retired' • "* 

From mortal eye, or angel's purer ken ; 
Whofe fingle finile has,, from t!he foft of timfe,- • 
KlPd, overflowing, all-thofe lamps of Heav*ft,. iSb^ 
That beam for ever thro' the boundiefs Iky : 
But, fliould He hide his face, th' aftwiifli'd furf. 
And all th' e^cttoguifli'd ftars,.weu}d ioos'ning reel* •• 
Wide from their fpheres, az^ Chlios come again. •♦ 

..:.....,... .... * 

E3: 
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And yet vr4S evfry faak'ring tcmgue of MaOt t^^ 
Almighty FATjiKR.! fUeut in.thy.praife.; 
Tiny: works themieivis would raife a gen'ral voice,. 
"E^tn in t];e depth of. folStary woods- 
By buimui foot untrod;. prodaiiu thy.poVr,: 
Aikl to the quire; oeleftial Thee reibu&d» . 199 

Th', eternal cau&y.fupport^.and end of. all! 

To me be Nature'^ vdume brQad-d^[>lay'd4 . 
And..to perufe its aU-inftru^ing page,. 
Or, hfiaply catching infpiration cfaence>. 
Some eafy p^ifiag^,, r^jtUE'd, to traojSate, 195 

My fole delighc; asthra' the falling glooms. 
Penfive I Jlray, or with the riling dawn 
Oft. Fancy's eagk-wing eg^curfive foa^.. 

Now, flaming up. the heav^ns^. the potent -fiiar 
Melts ititOi ^isipid air^tbe faigh-nua'd^douiisy. 2Cd 

And morning fogs, that hover'd round the hilU 
* i&party-col^^arVi bands-i^ tiU* vride^mveil^ > 
The face of; Nature fhines, from who-eeartih ieeois,. 
Far-Ilretch'd around^, to meetthe.hexiding^fphece.. 

7f ALF. ina blii(k4>f dbftfring, roles-loft^. 2.05^ 

Dew-droppisg C9olmfi.xo the fhade. retires V 
There, on the verdant turf, or flow*ry bed. 
By gelid founts and carelefs riUs to mufe ; 
While tyrant Hcatt difprcading thro' the iky. 
With rapid fway, his burxHUg influence darts 310 

On Man, and beaft, and he? b, and tepid ftream. 



^ U M- M' E' lb SI 

Who can unpitying fee the flow'ry race^ 
Shed by the morn, their new^fluih'd bloom refign, . 
Before the. parching beam ? So fade the fair» 
When fevers-,revcl>thro': their azure veins*. . 21 J- 

But one» the lofty follower^ of. the fan, . 
Sad when he fet$, fhuts up her yellow leaves. 
Drooping all night J. and, when he warm, returns,^ 
Points her cnamour'dbofam.to his ray., 

HbME> from his morning taflc,, the fwaih retreats ; ; 
His flock before him ftepping to the fold :. 2-M:. 

While the iull-udder'd mother lows around. 
The cheeriu^ cottage, then expelling food^ 
The food of innocence, , and health i The.daw, 
The rook and liiagpie, ta the grey-grown oaks 2 25; 
Tl|at the calm village, in their verdant arma^ 
Sheltering, embrace, dii3e6:.their laxy flight ; 
Where on the mingling bou^i they fit embbwec'd,... 
All the hot noon, till cooler hours acife« 
Faint, underneath,, the. houfhold fowla convene ; 23a. 
And, in a comer of the buzzing (hade, . 
The houfe-dog), .with the vacant greyhoimd, lies, 
Qut-ftretch'd, and.fleepy' . In his flumbers one. 
Attacks the nightly thief^ and one exults . 
O'er hiH and dale ; till, wak'aed by the wa^, , z^g^ 
They.ftartingfnap, Nor IhaU.the Mufe difdain 
To let the little noify fummcr-race 
Live in her lay, and flutter thro* her fong : . 
Not mean tho* Ample 5 ,ta the fun ally'd, , 
From him they dray^ their animating fire. ^40 :: 
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Wak'd by his warmer ray, the reptile ycuog: 
Come wing'd abroad ; by the light air upborn^. 
Lighter, and fall of foul. From every chink, - 
And fecret corner, where they flfcpt away 
The wintry ftorms f or riiing from their tombs, 245 
To higher life ; by myriads, forth at once. 
Swarming^ they pour ; of all the vary*d hues 
Their beauty-beaming parent can difcloie. 
Ten thoufand forms ! ten. thoufand different tribes I 
People the bkz^e. To funny waters fomc 25a 

By fatal inftinft fly ; where on the pool ' 

They, fportive, wheel ; or, failing down the (Iream, 
Arc fnatch'd'imrhediate by the quick-cy*d trout, * 
Or darting falmon. Thro* the- green-wood glade 
Some love to ftray; there lodg'd, amus'd and fed, 2J5: 
In the frelh leaf. Luximotts, others make 
The meads their choice, and vifit evVy fiow'r, 
And every latent herb ; for the fweet tafk,- 
To propagate their kinds,, and" where, to wrap. 
In what foft beds, their young yet undifclos*d, 260 
Employs their tender care. Some to the houfe^ 
The -fold, and dairy, hungry, tend their flight ; 
Sip round the paili or tafte the curdling cheefe i 
Oft, inadvertent, from the. milky flream. 
They meet their fate j or, welt'rihg in the bowl, 26f 
With pow*rlcfs wings around them wrapt, expire* 

But chief to hecdiefs flies the window proves. 
A conflant death y where, gloomily xetir'ci. 
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The villain fpider lives, cunning and fierce, 

Mixture abhor'd i Amid a mangled heap 270 

Of carcafles, in eager watch he fits. 

Overlooking all his waving fnares around. 

Near the dire cell the dreadlefs wand'rcr oft 

Pafles, as oft the ruffian fhows his front ; 

The prej at laft enlhar'd, he dreadful darts, 275 

With rapid glide, along the leaning line } 

And, fixing in the wretch his cruel fangs, 

Strikes backward grimly pleas'd ; the fluttering wingi 

And Ihriller found declare extreme diftrefs. 

And afk the helping hofpttable hand. 280 

Resounds the living furface of the ground : > 

Nor undelightful is the eeafelefs hum, 
To him who mufes through the woods at noon ; 
Or drowfy fhepherd, as he lies reclin'd, 
With half.fliut eyes, beneath the floating (hade . 285 
Of willows grey, clofe-crouding o'er the brook. 

Gradual, from thefe what numerous kinds defcend, 
Evading even the microfcopic eye ! 
Full Nature fwarms with life ; one wond'rous tnafs 
Of animals, or atoms organiz'd^ 290 

Waiting the vitai Breath, when Parent-Heaven 
Shall bid his fpirit blow. The hoary fen, 
la putrid fteams, emits the living cloud 
Of peftilence. Thro' fubterranean cells, 
W^here IfearchJng fun-beams fcarce can find away, 205 
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Earth animated Iieaves. The flov^'ry leaf 
Want^ not its foft inhabitants. Secure, 
Within its winding citadel, the ftone 
Holds multitudes* But chief the foreft-boughsy 
That dance unnumber'^ to the playful brex2ze» 300 
The downy orchard, and the meltii^ pulp 
Of mellow fruity the namelefs niittons feed 
Of evanefcent infeds. Where the pool 
Stands mantled o'er with green, invi&ble» 
Amid the floating ▼endure millions ftray» 305 

Each liquid too, whether it pierces^ fooths, 
iniames, refireihes, or exaks the- taile. 
With various forms abounds. Nor is the ftream 
Of pured cryftal, nor the lucid atr,. 
Tho' one tranrparent vacancy it £eem$, 310 

Void of their unfeen people. Thefe, conceal'd 
By the kind art of forming Hcaveii, efcape: 
The grofler eye of Man : for, if the worlds 
In worlds enclos'd Ihould on his fenfes buril, 
. From cates ambrofial, and the ne<ftar'd bowl^ 3 if 

He would abhorrent turn ^ and in dead night. 
When filence ileeps o'er all, be ftunn'd with noiTt^ 

LxT no prefuming impious raller.tax 
Creative Wisdoj-t, as if ought was formed 
In vain, Or not for admirable ends. 320* 

Shall little haughty ignorance pronounce 
His Works unwife, of which the fmalleft part. 
Exceeds the narrow vifion of her mind ? 
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As if upon a full propprtioa'd dQme» 

Oh fwelling colunoas heav'd^ the ptidt of art I $tf 

A critic fly* whofe feeble ray icarce fpreads 

An inch around, with, blind prefumption bold. 

Should dare to tax the (bruAose of the whok. 

And lives the man* wkofe nniverial eye 

Has fwept at ooce th' unbounded icheme of things $ 

Mark'd their dependence foi and firm accord, 531 

As with unfauk'ring accent to conciade 

That TSlr availeth nought. ? Has any ieen 

The mighty chain of beings, lefs'ning down 

From lNFrNiT£ Perfbction to the brink 535 

Of dreary ^joibing^ defdatc abyfe ! 

Froin which aftoniih'd thought, recoiling, turns I 

Till then alone kt zealous praiie afcend. 

And hymns of holy wonder, to that Powee, 

Whofe wifdoai fhines as loTcty on our mindsy 340 

As on oun fmiiing eyes his iervant-fua. 

Thick in yon ftrcam of light, a thouiand wajrs, - 
tJpward, and downward, . thwarting, and convolved, 
TI16 quiT'ring natioBis fport ; till, tempcft- winged. 
Fierce Winter fweeps them from the face of day. 345 
£v'n faluxunous Men, unheeding, pafs 
An idle fummer life in f^^it use's fliine, 
A feafon's glitter ! Thus they flutter on 
From toy to toy, from vanity to vice j , 
Till, blown away by death, oblivion comes 350 

Behind, a^ ftrikes dxm froai the book of lifc^- 
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Now fwarms tlie village o'er the jovial mead : 
The ru(Hc youth, brown with meridian toil, 
Healthful and (bong ; fiuU as the fummer-rofe 
Blown by prevailing funs, the ruddy maid, 3^; 

Half naked, fwelling on the fight, and all 
Her kindled graces burning o'er her cheek. 
Even ftooping age is here ; and infant-hands 
Trail the long rake, or, with the fragrant load 
Overcharged, amid the kind oppreffion roll. 360 

Wide flies the tedded grain ; all in a row 
Advancing broad, or wheeling round the field. 
They fpread the breathing harveft to the fun, 
That throws refrefhful round a rural fiiiell : 
Or, as they rake the green-appearing ground, . 365 
And drive the dufky wave along the mead, 
The ruflet hay-cock rifes thick behind. 
In order gay. While heard from dale to dale. 
Waking the breeze, refbunds the blended voice 
Of happy labour, love, and focial glee. 370 

oil niihing thence, in one diSufive band, 
They drive the troubled flocks, by many a dog 
Compelled, to where the mazy-running brook 
Forms a deep pool ; this bank abrupt and high, 
And That fair-fpreading in a pebbled fhore. 39; 

Urg'd to the giddy brink, much is the toil, 
The clamour much of men, and boys, and dogs. 
Ere the foft fearful people to the flood ^ 
Commit their woolly fides. And oft the fwatn, . 
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, On fome impatieat feiaing, hurls them in : 380 

Embolden'd then, nor heiitating more, 
Faft, fail, they plunge amid the flafhjng wave, 
And panting labour to the fartheft-fhore. 
Repeated this, till deep the well-wafii'd fleece 
Has drunk the flood, and from his lively haunt 385 
The' trout is banilh'd.by the fordid ftream ; 
Heavy, and dripping, to the breezy brow 
Slow move the harmlefe r-ace : where, as they fpread 
Their fwelling tre^res to the funny ray» 
Inly difturb'd, and wond'ring what this wild 39b 

Outrageous tumult means^ their loud complaints 
The country fill ; and, tofs'd from rock to rock, 
Inceflant bleatings run around the hills% 
At laft, of fnowy white, the gathered flocks 
Are in the wattled pen innum'rous prefs'd, ' 395 

Head above head : and, rang'd in lufty rows 
The fhepherds fit, and whet tlie founding fhears. 
The houfewife waits to roll her fleecy ftoresj 
With all her gay-dreft maids attending round. 
One, chief, in gracious dignity enthron'd, - 400 

Shines o*er the reft, the paft'ral queen, and rays 
Her fmiles, fweet-beamiug, on her fhepherd-king ; 
While the glad circle roun<J them yield their fouls 
To feftive mirth, and wit that knows no gall. 
Meantime, their joyous taik goes on apace : , 405 
Some mingling ftir the melted tar, and fome, 
Deep on the new-lhorn vagrant's heaving fide. 
To ftamp the matter's cypher ready Hand 5 
Vol. L F 
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Others til' unwiUing wether drag aloog ; 

Andy glorying in bis mighty the fturdy^ boy 410 

Holds by the twiftcd horns th' indignant ram. 

Behold where bottn4, and of its robe bereift. 

By needy Man, that all*depending lord^ 

How meeky how parietity the tmld creature lies 1 

What {ohntfo in ks mdancholy face, 41 { 

What dumb complaming intioeeflce ap()eaFs ! 

Fear not, yt gcntk tribes, 'tis sot the kniie 

Of horrid flaoghter that h o'er you wav'd ; 

No, 'tis the teader lwam*s woU-g^ded (hears. 

Who haviiig now, t^ pay his attmia! care 426 

Borraw'd yotir ikece, to yon a ctrtnb'rous load, 

V/ill fend you bou|kdiltg to yotir hiik agattk 

A siMPta &ese ^ jst hct^c BatTAMNiA ftes 
Her foHd grandieor rife : hence ihe commands 
Th' exakerf ftocfcs of ev'iT^ brighter cltmc, '4^5 

The treafures of the Sun withottt his rage : 
Hence, feffvent ail, with cultiStte, toiJ, and art§, 
Wide glows her hitid x her dreadfvil thutider hence 
Rides o'er the wa^s fnibilme, and now, even naw. 
Impending hangs o*cr Oa//ia*s humbled eOaft j 43^ 
Hence rules the circling deipp, smd afwes the world. 

'Tie raging Neon ; and, vertical, the Sto 
Darts on the head direct his forceful r&ys. 
O'er heav'n and earth, far as the ranging eye 
Ccin fweep, a dazzling debge reigns ; and ail 43; 
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From pole to pole Is uadiftinguifli'd blaze. 

In vam the fight, deje^d to the groundy 

Stoops for .relief; theoce bot-aicendmg (leams 

And keen refleftiorf paiii. Deep to the root 

Of vegetation pardi'd* the cleaving fields 44O' 

And flipp'ry lawn an arid hue difclofe, 

Blaft Fancy's bloom* and wither even the Soul. 

Echo no more returns the cheerful found 

Of flrarp*ning fcythc : the mower finking heaps 

O'er him the humid hay, with flow'rs perfum'd ; 44 J* 

And fcarce a chirping grafs-hopper is heard 

Thro' the dumb mead. DiftrefsfuJ Nature pants. 

The- very fh^ams look languid from afar ; 

Or, thro' th* unfhekcr'd glade, impatient^ feem 

To hurl isito the covert of the grove. 450 

All-coh<iu'riiio Heat, Oh intermit thy wrath I 
And on my throbbing temples potent thus 
Beam not fb fi^ce ! Inceffimt Rill you flow. 
And ftill another fervent flood fucceeds, 
Poiu^'d ou the Jiead profufe. In vain I figh, 455 

And refUefs turn, and lode around for Night ; 
Night is far off ; aiKl hotter hours approach. 
Thrice happy he ! who on the funlefs fide 
©f a romantic mountain, foreft-crown'd. 
Beneath the whole colle<^ed (hade reclines : 46a 

Or in the gelid caverns, woodbine-wrought. 
And frelh bedeVd with ever-fpouting ilreams^ 
Siu coolly caku i while all the world .without,. 
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Unfatisfy'di and fick, toifes in noon* 

Emblem inftrudtive of the virtuous Man^ 465 

Who keeps his temper'd mind ferene, and pure» 

And every paffion aptly harmoniz'd. 

Amid a jarring world with vice inflamed. 

Wbucome, yefhades! ye bow'ry thickets, hail I 
Ye lofty pines ! ye venerable oaks f 470 

Ye alhes wild, refounding o'er the fteep 1 
Delicious is your (belter to the foul^ 
As to the hunted hart the fallying fpring. 
Or ftream full- flawing, that his fwelling fides 
Laves, as he floats along the herbag'd brink. 475 

Cool, thro* the nerves, your pleafmg comfort glides ; 
The heart beats glad ; the frefh-expanded eye 
And ear refume their watch ; the finews knit ; 
And life ihoots fwift thro* all the lighten'd limbs. 

ABOUND th' adjoining brook, that purls along 480 
The vocal grove, now fretting o'er a rock. 
Now fcarccly moving thro* a reedy pool. 
Now flatting to a fudden ftream, and now 
Gently diffused into a limpid plain ; 
A various groupe the herds and flocks .compoie, 485 
Rural confufion ! On the grafly bank 
Some ruminating lie ; while others ftand 
Iliilf in the flood, and often bending fip 
The circling furface. In the middle droops 
The flrong laborious' ox,^ of hoaeil front, ^ 490 



WhicH mcompos'd ke (hakes ; anii from his fides 
The troublous^ iniedts lafhes with his tail, 
Returning ftilL Amid his iubjedb fafe, 
Shimbers the monarch-fwaiB ; his carelefs arm 
Thrown; round his head-on downy mofs fuftain'd; 495 
Here laid hts fcrip,twith wholelbmc viands Hird ; 
Tierc, lift'ning arcry noife, his watchful dog- 

Light fly his {lumbers, if« perchance a flight 
©f angry gad-flies faften on. the herd ; 
That (lartling fcatters from the fh^Uow brook, 5C0 
Ih fearch of lavifh ftrcam.. Tofling the foum. 
They fi:om the keeper's voice,, and fcour the plain. 
Thro' aU the bright feverity of' noon^ 
While, from their laboring breaftsy^ a^hollow moan 
Procee^iBgr runs- low-bellowing round the hills. 505 

Oft in this feaf6a too the horfe, jwovok'd, 
While his big fixsews full of fpirtts fireO^y 
Trembling with* vigour,, in the heat of blood, 
Springs the high fence ; and, o'er the field e&s'd. 
Darts on the. gloomy flood, with fledfail eye, 5 1 a ^ 

And heart eftrai^'d to fear; his*^ nervous cheil. 
Luxuriant,, and erc6t,. the feat of^ ftrength ! 
Bears down th' oppofmg (bream :- quenchleisrhis thiril j ; 
He takes the river at redoubled draughts ; 
A134 vrith wide nofh-tls, fn«rting,-{kims the wave. 515; 

Still let me pierce into the midnight depth 
Qf yonder grove,, of wildefl largeft growth :• 
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Thatr forming high in air a woodland qutrey 
Nods o*er the mount beneath. At ev'ry ftep, 
Sokmn, and QtJWf the (hauiows blacker fall, 520 

And all 'is awful lift'ning gloom around. 

Tk£se are the haunts of Meditation, thefe 
The fcenes where ancient bards th' inipiring breathy 
Ecilaticy felt ; and, from this world retired, 
Convers'd with angels^ and immortal forms, jfz^ 

On gracious errands bent :. to fave-the fall 
Of virtue ftruggling on £he brink of vice ;. 
in waking whi^ers, and repeated dreams,.. 
To hint pore thought, and warn the. favoured fooT, 
For future txials fated to prepare ; . " 530 

To prompt the poet* who devoted gives 
His mufc to better themes ; . to foothe the pajigs 
Of dying worth, and from the patriot's bread. 
(Backward to mingle in detefted war, . 
But foremoft when engag'd.);to turn the death ; 535 
And nuraberlefs fuch offices of love, 
Daily, and nightly, zealous to perform^ 

Shook fudden from the bofom of Jthe iky, 
A thouiknd (hapes or glide athwart the dufk. 
Or ftalk majeftic on. Deep-rous'd, I feel 540 

A facred terror, a ievere delight, 
Creep thro' my mortal frame ; and thus, methinks^ 
A voice, than human more, th' abftra^ed ear 
Of fancy ftrikes. " Be not of us afraid^ 
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" Poor kindred Man ! thy fellow-creatures, we 54 j. 

" From the fatne Parei^t-Power our beings drew, 

" The fame our Lord, and laws,, and great purluit... 

" Once feme of us,, like thee, . thro* ftormy life, 

** Toil'd, tempeft-be^teri, ere we could attain 

" This holy calm, this hamiony of mind^s 550 > 

" Where purity and peace immingle charms^, 

** Then fear not us ; but with refponfive fong, 

** ^Amid thefe dim receffes^. uiidifturb'd. 

** By noify. folly and djfcordant vice,. 

•* Oi Nature fing with us,, and Nature's God. g^j ■ 

*♦ Here.firequeiit, at the vifionary.liour,. 

'* Wh^n mufing midnight reigns or fiknt noon,-. 

'« Angelic harpe are tn,fuU concert. heard,. 

" And voices chaunting from the wood-crown'd hilli-. 

-*♦ The deepening dale, ' ©r» inmoU fylvan glade : , 5 6o.« 

** A privilege beftow*d-by. us,. alone> 

" On Contemplation, or the haUow'd ear. 

" Of Poet^ fwelling toferRphi€.ftrain.L' 

And art thou, ** Stanley, of that facred band ? 
Alas, for us too foon > Tho' raised above ^6^ . 

The reach of human pain, above the fltght • 

Of human joy j yet,^ with a. mingled ray 
Of fadly pleas'd remembrance> mnft thou feel » 
A mother's love, a mother's tender woe : 
Who feeks thee ftill, in many a former.fccnc;.: 570 

• A yriing lady, well known to the auihot, who dikj at the agp 

of eighteen, in the yeiii 1738. 
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Seeks thy fair form, thy lovely-beaming eyes,. 

Thy pleafmg converfe, by gay lively fenfe 

Iufplr'd : where moral wifdom mildly (tioney 

Without the toil of art ; and virtue glow'd. 

In all her {milesy without forbidding pride. 573^: 

Buty O thou befl of parents ! wipe thy tears ;. 

Or rather to Par envTAl Nature pay 

The tears of grateful joy, who for a. while 

Lent thee this younger kUfy this opening hloont. 

Of thy enlighten'd mind and gentle worth. 51^ 

Believe the Mufe :. the. wintry bldft of death 

Kills not the bads of virtue ; no, th^y fpreadi 

Beneath the heav'nly beam of brighter fiuis^ 

'thro' endleis ages, inito higher powers.. 

Thus up the mount,. in airy vifion rapt»: 5B5 

J^ ibray, regardlefs wkithfi^;. till the found 
Of a near fail of wate^ e^ery f«nfc • ^ack,. 

Wakes from the charm^ of tlijou|;ht ; iwift^Ariidcing 
P check my ileps,. and view the broken fcene. 

Smooth to the (helving brinba copiiHW BooA 59^ 
iR.blIs fair, and placid; where coUe6ed alU. 
In one impetuous torrent^ down the fteep 
It thund'ring iboots, and Siakes^ the country sound. 
At firil, an azure fheet,. it ruihes broad ; 
Then whit'ning by degrees^ as prone it faBs, 5JI5 

And from the loud-refounding rocks below 
Paih'd ill a clpud of foam,, it fends aloft. 
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A hoary mlft, and forms a ceafelefs fliowV. 

Nor can the tortnr'd wave here find repofe : 

But, raging ftill amid the fhaggy rocks, 600 

Now flafhes o'er the foatter'd fragments, now 

Aflant the hollow channel rapid darts ; 

And falling faft froni gradual (lope to flope, 

With wild infraiSted courfe, and lefTeh'd roar, 

It gains a fafer bed, and deals, at lafti 605 

Along the inazes of the quiet vale. 

Invited from the cliff, to whofe dark brow 
He clings, the fteep-afcending eagle foars, 
With upward pinions thro' the flood of day } 
And, giving full his bofom to the blaze, 616 

Gains on the fun ; while all the tuneful race, 
Smit by afiliftlve noon, diforder'd droop, 
Deep in the thicket ; or, from boVr to bow'r 
Refponfive, force, an interrupted ftrain. 
The ftock-dove only thro' the foreft cooes, 615 

Mournfully hoaiie ; oft ceafing from his plaint, 
Short interval of weary woe ! again 
The fad idea of his murder 'd mate. 
Struck from his fide by favage fowler's guile, 
Acrofs his fancy comes ; and^then r^founds 620 

A louder foQg of Torrow thro' the grove. 

*Beside the dewy border let me fit. 
All in the frelhnefs of the humid air ; 
There in that hollow'd rock, grotefque and wild, 
Au ample chair mofs-lin'd, and over head 625 
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By flow'ring umbrage fhad^d $ where the bee 
Strays diligent, and with th' extra&ed balm 
Of fragrant wood-bine loads bis little thigh.. 

Now, while I tafte the fweetnefs of the fhade> 
While Nature lies around deep-lull'd in Noon, 650 
Now come, bold Fancy y iprcad a daring flight. 
And view the wonders of the tarrli Zone: 
Climes unrelenting ! with whofe rage cociparM» 
Yon blaze is feeble, and yon ikies ore cool. 

See, how at once the bright-efiPulgent fun,, ^35 
Rifmg dired, fwift cimfes jBtoib the iky 
Th« fliort-liv'd twilight ; and with ardeat blaze 
Looks gaily ^rce thro' aU the da^^ling air : 
He mounts his throng ; but kind belbc« bim&ndsi 
Ifluing frooi out the pctttak of th^ monn. ^ 

The * general Breeze^ to mitigate his fire. 
And breathe re&efhment on afUinting world. 
Great are the icenes, with dreadful beauty crown'd 
And barb'rous wealth, that fee, each circling year^ 
"Returning funs and % dQuhk feafms pais t 645 

Rocks rich in gems^ and mountains big with mines, 
That on the high equator ridgy rife, 

• Which blows condantly between the tropics- from the eaft, or 
the collaceral points, the north- eaft and fouth-ea:^ : caufed by the 
preiiure of the rarefie4 air oa that heCure it, accor(Uag to the diur* 
nal motion of the fuofiQm e^Cl to wed. 

\ I n^U climates between the tropics, the fun, as he pades aoi 
repafles in his annual motioDj is twice a year venic^l, which B^ 
^ucts.this effc^. 
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Vvlience many a bnrfting ftream auriferous plays : 

Majeftic wopds, of ev*ry vig'rous green. 

Stage above ftage» high waying o'er the hills ; 650 

Or to the fir horizon wide diffos'dy 

A boundfefs deef imnKnfity of (hade* 

Here lofty trees, to anejeot {bug unknown^ 

The noble fons of potent heat and floods 654 

Prone-rufhing from the clouds, rear high to Heav'n 

Their thorny flems, and broad around them thpow 

Meridian gloom. Here, inttemal prxmet 

iJnnumber'd fruits of keen dieHcioitB tafte 

And vital fpirit, drink axnkl the cliiFs, 

And burning fands that bank the ihmbby vaksy 660 

Redoubled day, yet in their rugged coots 

A friendly juice to cool its rage contain. 

Bear me, P^momi ! to thy citron groves ; 
To where the lemon and the piercing lime. 
With the deep orange, glowing thro' the green, 66^ 
Their lighter glories blend. Lay me reclined 
Beneath the fpreading tamarind that fhakes, 
Fadn'd by the breeze, its fever-cooling fruit. 
Deep in the night the mvflTy locuft iheds, 
Quench my hot limbs ; or lead me thro* the maze, 670 
Embow'ring endlefs, of the tndittn fig j 
Or thrown at gayer eafe, on fome fair brow, 
Let me behold, by breezy murmurs cool'd. 
Broad o'er my head the verdant cedar wave. 
And high palmetos lift their graceful ihadc. 675 
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O (Iretch'd amid tbefe orchards of the fun. 

Give me to drain the cocoa's milky bowl» 

And from the palm to draw its freih'ning wine ! 

More bounteous far than all the frantic juice 

Which Bacchus pours. Nor, on its flender twigs 680 

^w-bending, be the fiill poo^egranate fcom'd ; 

Nor, creeping thro* the woods,. the gelid race 

Of berries. Oft in humble ftation dwells 

Unboaftful worth, above faftidious pomp. 

Witnefs, thou.beft Anana, thou the pride 68; 

Of vegetable liie, beyond whatever 

The poets imag'd in the golden age : 

Quick let me llrip thee of thy tufty coat. 

Spread thy ambrofial ftores, and feaft with JoveT 

I 

From thefe the profped varies. Plains immenfe ] 
Lie ftretch'd below, interminable meads, 691 ! 

And vaft favannahs, where the wand'ring eye, 
Unfixt, is in a verdant ocean loll. 
Another Flora there, of bolder hues. 
And richer fwects, beyond our garden's pride, 695 
Plays o'er the fields, and fhow'rs with fudden hand 
Exub'rant fpring : for oft thefe valleys fhift 
Their green-embroider'd robe to fiery brown, . 
And fwift to green again, as fcorching funs. 
Or ftreaming dews and torrent rains, prevail. 700 

Along thefe lonely regions, where retir'd, 
From little fcfenes of art, great Nature dwells 
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la jawfui iblitude, and nought Is feen 

But the wild herds that own no matter's flail. 

Prodigious rivers roll their fat'njug ieas ^ 705 

On whofe luxuriant herbage, half-conceal'df 

Like a fall'n cedar, far difFtts'd his tr^o, 

Cas'd in green fcales, the crocodile extends. 

The flood difparts : behold ! in plaited mail, 

Behemoth * rears his head, Glanc'dfrom his fide, 710 

The darted fteel in idk fhivers fties : 

He fearlefs walks the plain, or fceks the hills ; 

Where, as he crops his varied fare, the herds. 

In widening circle round, forget their food. 

And at the harmlefs ftranger "wond'ring gaze. 7 1 5 

Peaceful, beneath primeval trees, that caft 
Their ample Ihade o'er Niger's yellow dream. 
And where the Ganges rolls his facrcd wave ; 
Or mid the central depth of blackening woods, 
High-rais'd in folemn theatre around, 7ao 

Leans the huge elephant : wlfeft of brutes f 
truly wife ! with gentle might endowed, 
Tho' powerful, not deftrudive i Here he fees 
Revolving ages fweep the changeful earth. 
And empires rife and fall ; regardlefs he 725 

Of what the never-refting race of Men 
Projeft 2 thricjB happy 1 could he Ycape their guile, 
Who mine, from cruel avarice, his fteps ; 
Or with histov^'ry grandeur (well their ftate, 
* The Hippopoumas, or rivcr-horfc. 

Vol. I. ^ G 
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ITie pride of kings ! or tlfc bis ftrength pervert, 730 
And bid bim rage amid tbe mortal fray, 
Aftonifh'd at tbe madnefs of mankind. 

Wide o'er tbe "winding umbrage of tbe floods. 
Like vivid bloflbms glowing from afar, 
Tbick-f^^'arm tbe brigbter birds. For Nature's band, 
Tbat witb a fportive vanity bas deck'd 736 

Tbe plumy nations, tbere ber gayeft bues 
Profufely pours. But, if fhe bids tbem ibine, 
Array'd in all, tbe beauteous beams of day. 
Yet frugal ftill, (be bumbles tbem in fong *. 740 

Nor envy we tbe gaudy robes tbey lent 
Proud Montezuma's realm, wbofe legions cad 
A boundlefs radiance v^aving on tbe fun, 
Wbile Pbilomel is ours ; wbile in our ibades^ 
Thro' the foft filencc of tbe lift'ning nigbt, 745 

Tbe fober-fuited fongftrefs trills ber lay. 

But come, my Mufiy tbe defcrt-barrier bur ft, 
A wild expjanfe of lifelefs fand and (ky : 
And, fwifter tban tbe toiling caravan, 
Shoot o'er tbe vale of Sennar ; ardent climb 750 

Tbe Nubian mountains, and the fecret bounds 
Of jealous Ahyffinia boldly pierce. 
Thou art no ruffian, who, beneath tbe mafk- 

* In all the regions of the torrid zone, the birds, though more 
beautiful in their piiunage, are pbftrved ^ fa^ Icfs mj^lodWuf thafl 

/ours. 
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Of focial commercey eom'fl to rob their wealth ; 
No holy Fury thoUi blafpheming Hsat'n, 755 

With confecrated ftfitcl to ftab their peace. 
And thro' the land, yet red from civil wounds. 
To fprea^ the purple tyranny of Rome. 
Thou, like the harmlefs bee, may'ft freely range. 
From mead to mead' bright with exalted flow'rs, 760 
From jafmine grove to grove may 'ft wander gay, 
Thro* palmy fliades and aromatic woods, 
That grace the plains, inveft the peopled hills. 
And up the more than Alpine mountains wave. 
There on the breezy fummxt, fpreading fair, 76^ 

For many a league ; or on ftupend'ous rocks, 
That from the fun-redoubling valley lift. 
Cool to the middle air, their lawny tops ; 
Where palaces, and fanes, and villas rife ; 
And gardens fmile around, and cultur'd fields ; 770 
And fountains gufh ; and carelefs herds and flocks 
Securely ftray ; a world within itfelf, 
Difdaining all affaalt : there let me draw 
Ethereal foul, there drink reviving gales, 
Profufely breathing from^ the fpicy groves, 775 

And vales of fragrance ; there at diftance hear 
The roaring floods, and cataracts, that fweep 
From difembowel'd earth the virgin gold ; 
And o'er the varied landfcape, reftlefs,, rove,: 
Fervent with life of ev'ry fairer kind : *^^ 

A land of wonders ! which the fun (Ull eyes- 
G a. 
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With ray diredi, as of the lovely realm 
EuamouT'd, and delighting there to dwelL 

How chang'd the fcene f In blazing height of noon, 
The fun, opprefs'dy is plung'd in thickeft gloom. 785 
Still Horror reigns, a dreary twilight round, 
Of ftruggling night and day malignant mix'd. 
For to the hot equator crouding faft, 
Where, highly rarefy *d, the yielding air 
Admits their ftream, inceflant vapours roll, 790 

Amazing clouds on clouds continual heap*d ; 
Or whirl'd tempeftuous by the gufty wind, 
Or filenfc borne along, heavy, and flow, 
With the big* ftores of (learning oceans charged. 
Meantime, amid thefe upper feas, condensed 795 

Around the coW aerial mountain's brow. 
And by conflicting wind's together dafh'd. 
The Thutider holds his black tremendous throne : 
From cloud to cloud the rending Lightnings rage ; 
Till, in the flirious elemental war 809 

Diflblv'd, the whole precipitated mafs 
Unbroken floods and folid torrents pours. 

The treafures thefe, hid from the bounded fearch 
Of ancient knowledge ; whence, with annual pomp, 
Rich king of floods ! o*erflows the fwelling Nile, 805 
From his two fprings, in Gojam^s funny realm, 
Pnre-wellihg^ out, he thro' the lucid lakfe 
Of fair Damhea rolls his infant-ftrea,m. 
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There, by tide Naiads irars'd, he ^orts away 

His playful youth, amid the fragrant ifles, 8io 

That with unfading verdure fmile around. 

Ambitious,, dience the manly river breaks ; 

And gathering many a flood, and copious fed 

With all the mcllow'd treafures of the (ky, 

Winds in progrcfllvc majefiy along : 815 

Thro' fplendid kingdoms now devolves his Aaze, 

Npw wanders wild p'er (blitary tra^ 

©f life-deferted fand ;- till,, glad to quit 

The joykfs defert,> down the NuHan rocks 

From thund'ring fteep to fteep he pours his unif . Aid 

And Egypt joys beneath the fpreading wave- 

His brother Niger too, and all the floods 
In which the full-form'd maids of >J^/V lave* 
Their jetty limbs ; and all that from the trad' 
Of woody mountains ftreteh-d thro' gorgeous /M 8^J5 
Tall on Cormandd^s coaft, or Malabar; 
From ♦ Menam^ orient ftream, that nightly fliines 
With infed-lamps, to where Aurora flieds 
On Indus* fmiling banks the rofy fhow'r 2 
All, at this bounteous feafon, ope their urns,. 85GP 
And pour untoiling harveft o'er the land. 

Nor lefs thy worldi Columbus, drinks, refrelh'd,. 
The lavilh moifture of the melting year, 

• The rirer that runs throng Siam ; on whoft banks a vaft^ 
multitude of thofc infcfts called Fxre-fi'Ki make a beautiful apiica»*(- 
ance in the night. 
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Wide oVr his ifks, the branching Oronoque 

Rolls a brown dehige ; and the native drnres 835 

To dwell aloft on fife-fufficing trees. 

At once his dome, his robe, his food« and arms. 

Swell'd by a thoufioui ftreams, impetuous hurl'd 

From all the. roaring Andes ^ httge defcends 

The tXMghty ** Oreliana. Scarce the Moie 840 

Dares fbirfbk her wmg o'er this enormous mafs 

Of rulhing water f fcarce Ibe dares attempt 

The fea-like Phta; to whofe dread ezpanfe. 

Continuous depth, and wondlrbns length of courfe. 

Cor floods are riOs. With unabated force, 845 

In filent dignity they fweep along, 

And traverfe realms unknown, and bloommg wilds,. 

And fruitful deferts, worlds of fofitude,. 

Where the fun finiles and feafons teem in vaiii» 

Unfeen, and unenjoyM. Foriakisg thefe, S^jo 

O'er peopled plains they fair difufive flow. 

And many a nation feed, and circle £ife, 

In their foft bofom, many a happy ifk ; 

The feat of blamelefs Pan^ yet undifturb'd 

By Chriftian crimen and Europe's cruel fons. 85J 

Thus pouring du they proudly feek the deep, 

Whofe vanquifh'd tide, recoiling from the (hock, 

Yields to the liquid weight of half the globe j 1 

And Ocean trembles for his green domain. ! 

* The river of the Amazons. '. 
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But what avails this wond'rous wafte of weakh I 
This gay prpfufioa of luxurious bli& ? 86 x 

This pomp of Nature ? what tlreir balmy meads. 
Their powerful herbs, and Ceres void of pain I . 
By vagrant birds dil|)ers'd, and wafting winds. 
What their unpkmted fruits ? what the cool draughts^ 
Til' ambrofial food, rich gums, and fpicy heakh, «866 
Their forefts yi^sld ? Their toiling infedis wh^ 
Their filky pride, and vegetable^ robes ^ 
Ah ! what avails their fatal treafures, hid 
Deep in the bowels of the pitying earth, 870/ 

Golcenda's gems, and iad Ft^tofi's mines ; 
Where dwelt the gentkft children of the fun ?. 
What all that J/ric's golden. rivers* roll,. 
Her od'rou* woods,- and-ihining iv'ry ftores-? 
lUfcfirted race K the. foft'ning arts of Peace,. 875, 

Whatever the humanizing. Mufes teach ; 
The godlike wiidom of the. tempered breaft; 
^rogreffive truth, the patient force of. thought ; 
Invefligation calm, whofe filent pow'rs 
Command the world ; .the Light that leads to Heav'n I 
Kind equal 'rule, the. government of laws, • 88 1 

And all-protedHng Fueedom, which alone 
Suftains the name and dignity of M^a : 
*rhefe are not theirs. The parent-fun himfelf 
Seems o'er this world of Haves to tyrannize ; 88^ 

And, with oppreflive ray, the rofeat bloom 
Of beauty blading, gives the gloomy hue, 
And feature grofs : or woife, to ruthlefs deeds, . 
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Mad jesdoufy, blind rage* and fell revenge. 

Their fervid fpirit fires* Love dwells not there* 8^0 

The foft regards, die tendernefs of life. 

The heart-flied tear, th' ineffable delighc 

Of fweet humanity :. thefe court the beam* 

Of milder climes f in felfiiEh fierce defire. 

And the wild fury of voluptuous fenfe, S95 

There loL The very brute-creation there 

This rage partakes, and bums with horrid fire. 

Lo ! the greeivierpent, from his dark abode,. 
Which even Imagination fears to tread. 
At noon forth-i/Tuing, gathers up his train 900 

In orbs immense, then, darting out aneWr 
Seeks the refrefhing fount ; by which diffus'd, i 

He throws his folds : • and while, with threatening tongue,. | 
And deathful jaws ere£t, the monfter curls 
His flaming creft, all other third, appall'd, 905 

Or fhiv*ring flies, or check'd^at didance Hands, 
Nor dares approach; But ftill more-direfiil he, 
The fmall dofc-lurking minifter of fate, 
Whofe high-conco^ed venom thro' the veins 
A rapid lightning darts, arr^fting fwift pro 

The vital currenv Formed to humble Man, 
This child of vengeful Nature ! There, fublim'd 
To fearlefs luft of blood, the favage race 
Roam, licensed by the Ihading hour of guilt, 
And foul mifdeed, when the pure day has fhut 915 
His facred eye. The tyger dartiug fierce 
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Impetuous on the prey his glance has doomed 6 

The livelj-fhiuuig leopard, fpecUed o*er 

With many a fjpot, the beauty of the wafte ; 

And, fcoming all the taming arts of Man, 920 

The keen hyena, felleft of the fell. 

Thefe, rulhing from th' inhofpitable woods 

Of Mauritania^ or the tufted ifles, 

That verdant riie amid the Libyan wild, 

Innumerous glare around their fiiaggy king, 925 

Majeftic, ftalking o'er the printed fand ; 

And, with imperious and repeated roars. 

Demand their fated food.- The fearful flocks 

Croud near the guardian fwain ; the nobler herds, 

Where round their lordly bull, in rural eafe^ 930 

They ruminating lie, with ho.rror hear 

The coming rage. Th' awaken'd village ftarts ; 
And to her flutt'ring brcaft the mother ftrains 
Her thoughtlefs infant. From the Pirate^s den. 
Or ftern Moracco^t, tyrant fang efcap'd, 935 

The wretch half-wifhes for his bonds again : 
While, uproar all, the wildernefs refounds. 
From Jtlas eaftward to the frighted Nile. 

Unhappy he ! who from the firft of joys, 
Society, cut off, is left alone - - 940 

Amid this world of death. Day after day, 
Sad on the jutting eminence he fits, 
And views .the main that ever toils below ; 
Still fondly forming in the fartheft verge, 
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Where the round ether mixes with the wave, 945 

Ships, dim-diicover'd, dropping from the clouds ; 

At evening, to the fetting fun he turns 

A mournful eje, and down his dying heart 

Sinks helpleis ; while the wonted r9ar is up» 

And hifs continual thro' the tedious night. 959 

Yet here, even here, into thefe black abodes' 

Of monilers, unappallM, from (looping Remc^ 

And guilty C^efar^ Libert v retir'd. 

Her Cato following thro' Numldian witds : 

Difdainful of Cainpania^ gentle plains, 955 

And all the green delights Aufinia pours ; 

When for them fhe muft bend the fervile knee». 

And fawning uke the fplendid robber's boon* 

Non flop the terrors of thefe regions here. 
Commifiion'd demons oft, angels of wrath, 960 

Let loofe the raging elements. Breath'd hot,. 
From all the boundlcfs furnace of the fky. 
And the wide glitt'ring wafte of burning fand,, 
A fuffocating wind the pilgrim fmites 
With inftant death. Patient of third and toil, 965 
Son of the defert ! even the camel feels. 
Shot thro' his wither'd heart, the fiei;y blaft. 
Or from the black-red ether, burfting broad. 
Sallies the iiidden whirlwind. Strait the fands, 
Commov'd around, in gath'ring eddies play : 970 
Nearer and nearer ftiil they dark'ning come ; 
Till, with the gen'ral all-involving (loan. 
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3svepLup, the whole continuous wilds drife ; 

A.nd by their noon-ilay fount dejeded thrown, 

Dt funk at night in fad diiaftrous deep, 975 

Beneath descending hills, the caravan 

Is buried deep. In Cairc^s crouded fh-eets 

Th' impatient merchant, wond'ring, waits ia vain, 

And Mecca faddens at the long delay. 

But chief at fea, whoie cv'ry flexile wave 980 

Obeys the biafl, the aerial tumult fvirells. 
In the dread ocean, undulating wide, 
Beneath the radiant line that girts the globe. 
The circling * Typhon, whtrl'd from point to point, 
Ezhaufting all the -rage of all the iky, 985 

A.nd dire * Ecnephia reign. Amid the heav'ns, 
Falfely ieren^, deep in a cloudy % fpeck 
Compfefs'd, the mighty tempeft brooding dwells : 
Of no regard, iavc to the fkilfid eye, 
l?"iery and foul, the finall prognoftic hangs 990 

Aloft, Qr on the promontory's brow 
Mufters its force. A faint deceitful calm, 
A fluttering gale, the demon* fends before, 
To tempt the fpreading fail. Then down at once. 
Precipitant, defceixds a mingled mafs 99^ 

Of roaring winds, and flame, and ruihing floods. 

* TyphoM and EcnephU^ names of pardcnhr Horms or bum* 
c^es, known only between the Nropks, ^. 

t Called by failofs the Ox-^j^r, being in appearance at fitft no 
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In wild amazement fix'd the failor (lands. 

Art is too flow : By rapid fate opprefs'd. 

His broad-wing'd veflel drinks the whelming tide^ 

Hid in the bofom qf the black abyfe, looo* 

With fuch mad feas the daring % Gama fought, 

For manj.a day, and many a dreadful night, ; 

Inceflant,' lab'ring round the fiormy Cape ; I 

By bold ambition led, and bolder thirft | 

O^gold. For then from ancient gloom cmerg'd 1005 

The rifmg world of trade : the Genias^ then^ 

Of navigation, that, in hopdeis floth. 

Had flumber'd on the vaft Atlantic deep. 

For idle ages, darting, heard at laft 

The } LusiTANiAH Prince; who, HEAv'ii-in(pir'd> 

To love of ufeful glory rous'd mankind, 1011 

And in imbounded Commerce mix'd the world. 

Increasing ftill the terrors of thcfc fiorms. 
His jaws horrific arm'd with threefold fate. 
Here dwells the direful fliark. Lur*d by the fcent I ©€5* 
Of fteaming crouds, of rank diieafe, and deaths 
'Behold ! he rufliing cuts the briny flood. 
Swift as the gale can bear' the (hip along ; 
And, from the partners of that cruel trade^ 
Which fpoils unhappy Guinea of her ibns^ loao 

\ Vasca D£ Gam a, thefirftwho failed round ^yWrii, by the 
Cape of Good Hope, to the Kaft ZatBes, 

§ Don Henry, third foD to John the iirft, lui\g of Pmu^tl 
His Arong genius to the difcovery of new countries was the ducf 
ibiirce of all the modern improvements io mvigation. 
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Demands his (hare of prey ; demands themfelves. 
Tke ftonny fates defcend : one death involves 
Tyrants and ilaves ; when ftrait, their mangled limbs 
Crafting at once, he dyes the purple feas 
With gorct and riots in the rengefol meal. 1025 

When o'er this world, by equino6lial rains 
Floeded immenfe, looks out the joylefs fun. 
And draws, the oopious fteam : from (wscapy fcnsy 
Where putrefa^ion into life ferments. 
And breathes deftrudive myriads ; or from vrocSsf 
Impenetrate fhades, receded foul, ^03 1 

In vapours rank and Wue corruption ivrapt, 
Whofe gloomy horrors yet no deip'ratc foot 
Has ever dar'd to pierce 5 then, waftefuU forth 
Walks the dire PoiuV of peftilent difcafe. 1035 

A thoufand hideous fiends her coude attend^ 
Sick Nature blading, and to heartlefs -woe. 
And feeWe defolatiofi, cafting^ down 
The tow'ring hopes and all the pride of Man. 
Such as, of lite, at Cnrthagena quenched 104% 

The British fire. You, gallant Ve*non, fkw 
The miferable icene ; you, pitying, few 
To infant-weaknefs funk the warrior's arm ; 
Saw the deep-racking pang, the ghaftly form. 
The lip p^e-quiv'ring, and the beamlefs eye 1045 
No more with ardour bright ; you heard the groans 
Of agonizing fhips, from fhore to fliore ; 
Heard, nightly plung*d amid the fuUen waves, 

VouL H . 
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'The frequent corfe ; while on each other fi^i, 
In fad preiage» the blank afMants feem'dy 1050 

Silent, to aik> whom Fate would next demand* 

What need 1 mention thofe inclement (kies. 
Where, frequent o'er the Cck'ning city:. Plague, 
The fierced child of Nemesis divine, . 
Defcends ? * From Ethhpimh poifbn'd woods, 1055 
From ftifled Cairo'^ filth, and fetid fields 
With locuft-armies putrefying heap^d^ 
This great deftroyer fprong. Her awfiil rage 
The brutes efcape : Man is her ^itim^d prcyv 
IntempVate Man ! and« o^er his guilty domes, 1060 
She draws a clofe incumbent cloud of death ; 
Uninterrupted by the living winds, 
Fprbid to blow a whoLefome breeze ; ax|d ftain'd 
With many a mixture by the fim, fuffUs'd, 
Of angry afped. Princely wlfUom, then* 1065 

Deje6ts his watchful eye i and from the hand 
Of feeble juftic^ ineffectual, drop 
"^flit fword and balance : mute the voice 40f ^ joy. 
And hulk'd the clamour of the bufy worid* 
Empty the ftreets, with uncouth verdure clad ; 1070 
Into the worft of deferts fudden turn'd 
The cheerful haunt of Men : unlefs efcap'd 
From the doomed houTe, wJiere matchlefs hoffor reigns, 

• TheCc arc the caufcs fuppofcd td be tUc lirft origin of llie 

Th^-if, ia Dr. Me ad V elegant b/ok «n ti«c iiibjcrt. " 
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SImt up by barb'rous fear, the ftnitten wretch, 

With frenzy wild, breaks loofe; and, loud to hcav*n 

Screaming, the dreadful? policy, arraigns,, 1076* 

Inhuman, and unwife. The fulien door, 

Yet iirilnfeded, on its cautious hinge 

Fearing to turn, abhors focicty : 

Dependants,, friends, relations, Love himfelf, 1080 

Suvag'J by woe, forget the tead«r tie. 

The fwcet engagemeat of the feeling heart. 

But vain their fclfiih care : the circling iky. 

The wlde-enliv'ning air is full of fate 5 

And, ftruck by turns, in folitary pangs 1085 

They fall, unbleft, untended, and untooum'<L 

Thus o'er the proflrate city black Defpair 

Extends her raven wing ; while, to complete 

The fcene of dcfolation, ftrctch'd around. 

The grim guards (land, denying all retreat, 1099^ 

And give the flying wretch a better death. 

Much yet remains unfung : the rage iutenfe 
Of brazen-vaulted ikies, of ircui fields. 
Where drought and famine ftarve the blafted year: 
Kr'd by the torch of noon to tenfold rage, 1095: 

Th' infuriate hill that Ihoots the pillar'd flame; 
And, rous'd within the fubterrancan world, 
Th' expanViing eartliquake, that refiftlefb fiiakes 
Afpiring cities from their folid bufe, . 
A ndf buries mountains in tlie flaming gul])h. iioo 

But 'tis enough; return, -ray vagrant Mufe : 
A nearer. fcene of horror calls thee home. 
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Behold, (low-fctting o'er the lurid grove 

Unufual darknefs broods ; and growing gains 

The full pofTefEon of the fky, fiircharg'd 1 105 

With wrathful vaponr, from the iecret beds. 

Where ilecp the iiu&Val generations^ drawn. 

Thence Nitre> Sulphur, and the fiery fpume 

Of fat Bitumen^ beaming on the day. 

With various-tin&ur'd trains of latent flame, xxio 

ToUute the iky, and in yon baleful cloud, 

A redd'ning gloom, a magazine of fate, 

Ferment ; till, by the touch ethereal rous'd. 

The dafh of clouds, or irritating war 

Of fighting wiods, while all is calm below, 1115 

They furious fpring. A boding filence reigns. 

Dread thm' the dun expanse ; iave the dull found 

That ^m the mouBtain, previous to the ftorm. 

Roils o'er the muttVuig eaitii, difturbs the flood, 

AnJlu^fliakes the foreil-leaf without a breath. 1 1 20 

Prone, te the loweft vale, the aerial tribes 

Defcendf: the tempeft-loviiig raven fcarce 

Dares wing the dubious duik. In rueful gaze 

The cattle ftand, and on the fcowling heav'ns 

Caft a deploring eye ; by Man forfook, 1125 

Who toj the crouded cottage hies him faft. 

Or feeks the Ihcltcr of the downward cave. 

V 

'Tis lift'ning fear, and dumb amazement all : 
When to the ftartled eye the fudden glance 
Appeiu-s Sir fouth,. eruptive thro' the ^Gud.;^ xijO 
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Atid foUo^ng flower, m <xplofioa va(U 

The Tixooder raifes bift trcmeadous voice. 

At iiA heard folctfin o'er die verge of heav*n. 

The temped gronds ; bUc as it nesttser comes. 

And rolls its awful biirden^ 4m the wtad» > 1 1 3 5 

The iightniags fiafh^ a lavger cwc» and more 

The noife aftoviids : till over head a fileet 

Of livid flame diTdbfes vnde ; then Outs, , 

And opeus wider ; fkuts and' opens ftitt^ 

Erpanfive, wrapping ether in a blaee. • ' 1 140 

Follows the loofenM aggravated/'<NQ'» * 

Enlarging, deepening, mingling; pea) on peal 

CruTh'd horrible, convuliing heav'n and earth* 

Down comes a dcTiige dF fonorous hkif,'. 
Or prone^deicending rami Wide-rent^ the clouds, 1145'; 
Pour a whole flood; and yet, its flame unquencli'd, 
Th' unconquerable lightning ilruggles through, 
Ragged and fierce, or in red whirltAg balls, 
And flres the mountains with redoubled rage* - > 149 ^ 
Black from the flroke, 4iboTe> the fmould'ring pine 
Stands a (ad iliatter'd trunk ; .and, (Iretch'd below, . 
A lifelels groupe the blafled catde lie; 
Here the Toft flocks, with that fame harmlefs look 
They wore alive, and ruminating ftill • 

la fancy's eye ; and there die frowning bull, i^iSJ 
And ox half-iais'd. Struck on the caftled cliff, 
*rhe venerkble tow*r and fpiry fane 
Refigfi their agfd pride. The gioomy woods 

H3 
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Start at tlie Mhf and from thetr deep.receTs, 
Wide-fiaming ottt». their trembiing inmates ihake. 
Aond Car;jarvon'Btaa\XTA^Xks rages loud ilSr 

The repercuflive rear : with mighty cruih, * 
Into the flalhing: deep^ fr«m the vude rocks 
Of Pfitmanmaur^ he34>'d hideous to the ikj,. 
Tumble the fmitten ctiffs; and Stto^deo*^ peak, 1165 
DifTolvingy inlhint yteld« his wmtry load. 
Far-feen, the heights of Keathy Cheviot blaze,. 
And Thuk bellows thro' her ufimoft iOes.. 

Guilt hears s^paU'd^.wilihdieepiIy troublbd tEought. 
And yet not always on. the gmlty head. Mya- 

Defcends the fated flafh. Young Ce ladon 
And his Amexi a' were, a maiehkfs^ pair ^ 
With eqoal virtue fonu'd^ and equal graces* 
The fame, dliHngulih-d by their jfex^ alone i^ 
Hers the mild luilre of the blooming morn^ wyj 

Aud his the radiaace of the rifen day.^ 

They lovM ; But fiich their guilelefs .paffion was. 
As in the dawn of time iiiform*d the heart 
Of innocence, and undiHembling truth. 
■'Twas friendfhip heightened by the mutual wi(h, 1 180 
Th* enchanting hope, and fympathettc glow, 
Beam'd from the mutual eye. Devoting all 
To love, each was to each a dearer felf ; 
Supremely happy in th* awaken'd pow'r 
Of giving joy. Alone, amid the fh^des, 1185 
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Still in, hannonious intercourfe they fiv'd 
The rural day, and talk'd the flowing heart. 
Or figh'd and look'd unutterable things. 

So pafs'd tl^tt life, a clear united ftream. 
By care unruffled; tiH, in evil hour, 1190 

The tempcii caught them on the tender walky 
Heedlefs how far, and where its mazes ftray'd,. 
Vv^hile, with each other Weft, creative love. 
Still bade eternal £i/en fmile around. 
Prcfaging inftant fate her bofom heav'd nipj 

Unwonted fighs, and ftealiag ok a I00I& 
Of the big gloom on Celadon, her eye^ 
Fell tearful, wetting her difordcrM cheek.. 
In vain affuring love, and confidence J^99- 

In Heav'n, reprefs'd her fear ;. it grew, and ikgok 
Her frame near diflblution. He pcrceiv'd 
Th* unequal confli(fl,. and,, as .angels look 
On dying faints,/ his eyes compaflion. fhed, . 
With love illumined high. ** Fear not, he faid, 
"Sweet innocence ! thou ftranger to offence, 1205 
*^.nd inward ftornl ! He, who yon fkics involves 
" In frowns of darknclSf ever finiles on thee 
** With kind regard. O'er thee the fecret Ihaft 
" That waftes at midnight, or th* undreaded hour 
** Of noon, flies harmlefs : and that very voice, i2io 
*' Which thunders terror thro' the guilty heart, 
" With tongues of feraphs whifpers peace to t^iiDiC. 
" 'Tis fafety to be ucfior thee fure, and thus 
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"•To cla^p perfe^ionJ** From hiavad embrace, 12 14'. 
Myftcrious Hcav'u J that moment, to the ground, 
A blacken'd corfe, was ftruck the beauteoas maid. 
Bufwho can paint the lover, as he ftood, . 
Kerc'd by fcvcre amazement, hating life, • 
^)<techlefs,.and fi&'d in ali the death of woe ! \ 
So, faint rc&mblanoe ! on^he marble tomb, 1220 

The well-diiTeaibled mourner Hooping flands, 
For ever filent, .and for ever fad. . 

A^ from the faee of heaven the (hatter'd clouds ^ 
Tumultuous rove, th' interminable iky 
Sublimer fwells, and o'er the worid expands 1225 

A purer azure. . Thro^ the lighl'fted air- 
A higher lulbre and a clearer calm, , 
Duffii&Te, tremble ; while, . as if in iTgn^ 
Of danger paft, a glitt'ring robe of joy, * 
Set off abundant by the yellow ray, I230 

Invefts the fields; and nature fmiles reviv'd, 

rTis beauty all, and grateful fong around, ^ 

Jpin'dto the low of kine, .and numerous bleat 
Of flocks thick-nibblmg thro' the clovcr'd vale. 
And fhall.the hymn be .marred by thanklefs Man, 22J5 
Moft^favour'd ; .who, wit3i voice aiticulate 
Should lead the chorus of this lower world ? 
Shall he, .fo foon forgetfulof the hand 
That hulh'd the thunder^ and ferenes the flcy, 
Extingtiifh'd feci that fpark the tcmp^ft wak'd, x 240 
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Tlmt fenfe of pow*rs exceeding fer his own. 
Ere yet his feeble heart has loft its fears ? 

Chear'h by the milder beam, the fprightly youth 
Speeds to the well-known pool, whofe cryftjtl depth 
A fandy bottom (hews. A while he ftands 1245 

Gazing th* inverted landfcapc, half afraid 
To meditate the blue profoimd below ; 
Then pli;nges headlong down the circling flood. 
His ebon treffes, and his rofy cheek 
Inftant emerge ; and thro' th' obedient wave, X250 
At each Ihort breathing by his lip repell'd. 
With arms and legs according well, he makes, 
As humour leads, an eafy -winding path ; 
While, from his polifh'd fides, a dewy light 
EfFufes on the pleas'd fpeftators round. 12SS * 

This is the pureft exercife of health. 
The kind refedier of the fummer-heats : 
Nor, when cold Winter keens the bright'ning flood, 
Would I weak-ffhiv'ring linger on the brink. 
♦us life redoubles, and is oft preferv'd, 1 260 

By the bold fwimmer, in the fwift illapfe 
Of accident difaftrous. Hence the limbs 
Knit into force ; and the fame Rofnan arm, 
Tiiat rofe viaorious o'er the conquer'd earth, 
Firft learned, while tender, to fubdue the wave. 1265 
Even, from the body/s.purity, tlie mmd 
Re($eives a fecrct fy»if Athetic aid. 



Close in the covert of an hazel copfe^ 
Where winded into pleafant iblitudes 
Runs out the rambUng dale, young Damon (kty 1270 
Penfive, and pterc'd with love's delightful pangs. 
There to the dream that do^n the diftant rocks 
Hoarfe murm'ring fell, and plaintive breeate that play'd 
A^nong the bending willows, faJfelj he 
Of Musidora's cruelty complain'd. 1275 

She felt his Rame ; but deep within hev breaft^ 
In bafhfttl coyn^s, or in maiden pride>. 
The foft return eoncealM ; fave when it ftole 
In fide-Iong glances from her <lowncafl eye. 
Or from her fwelling faul in ftifled iSghs. 1280 

Touch'd by the fcene, no ilranger to hrs vows,, 
He fram'd a melting lay, to try her heart ; 
Ands if an infant pafllon ftnxggled there. 
To call that pafllon forth. Thrice happy fwain ! 
A lucky chance, that oft decides the fate i-zS; 

Of mighty monarchs, then decided thine.. 
For lo ! conducted by the laughing Loves, 
This cool retreat his Musidora fought : 
Warm in her cheek the fultry ieafon giow'd ;. ^ 

And robe'd in loofe array, (he came to bathe 1390 
Her fervent limbs in the refreihing ftream. 
What ihall he do I In fweet confuflon loft. 
And dubious flutt'rings, he a while remainM ; 
A pure ingenuous elegance of foul, 
A delicate refinement, known to few, 1295^ 

Perplex'd his brcaft, and urgM Hifli.to retires 
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But lofve forbade. Yc pni4c« ia Tirtu^, fay, 

5a7, ye fevoreft, what wodd you have done ? 

Meantime, this fairer nymph than ever bleft 

Arcadian ftream, with timid eye around" « joo 

The banks furveying, ftripp'd her beaoteoss fioolis, 

To tafte the lacid cooh^s of the flood* 

Ah then ! not Paris on the piny top 

Of Ida pa4ted ftroagcr, when afide 

The rival-goddefles the veil divine 1 50 j 

Caft unconfia'd, and gave bim all their charias. 

Than, Damoh, thon j as froai the foowy 1^, 

And fle^ider foot, th' inverted filk jfhc drew; 

As the foft touch diffi>lvM the viigin zone ; 

And, thiV the parting robe, tb' akemaie breaft, 13 10 

With youth wild-throbbing, on thy lawje& gaze 

In full luxuriance rofe. But, defp'rate youth. 

How durft thou rifque the foul-diftraiaing view; 

As from her naked liOE^bs, of giowing white. 

Harmonious fwell'd by Nature's, fineft haad, 1315 

In folds loofe-floating fell the fainter lawn ; 

And fair-expos'd Ihe ftood, (hrunk from herfelf, 

^jpjt f^ncy bluihi^g, at the doubtful breeze 

Alarm'd, and ibrdng like the fearful fawn ? 

Then to the flood Ihe rufli'd 1 the parted flood 1310 

Its bvely guefl: with clofing waves receiv'd.; 

And every beauty foft'niiig, every grace 

FluChing anew, a mellow luftre ibed: 

As (hines the lily thro? the cryftal utUd t 

Or as the roie simld the morning ^^9^ iStj 
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Frcfli from Aurora* s handf more fwecdy glows. 

While thus (he wanton*d» now be&eaih the ware 

But ill-couceal'd ; and now with ftreaming locks, 

That half-embrac'd her in a hnxnid veil, 

Rifing again, the htent Damon drew 133^ 

Such madning draughts of beauty to the fiml. 

As for a while o'erwhekn'd his raptur'd thought 

With luxury too^daring. Check'd, at \^ 

Dy love's refpedtful modefty, he deemed 

I'he theft profane» if au|^t profane to lore 1335 

Can e'er be deem'd ; and, ftruggling from the fhade, 

With headlong hurry fled : but firfl thefe lines, 

Trac'd by his ready pencil, on the bank 

With trembling hand he threw. <* Bathe on, my fair, 

*< Yet unbeheld lave by the facred eye 1340 

<« Of faithful love : I go to guard thy haunt, 

" To teep from thy recefs each vagrant foot, 

«« And each licentious eye." With wild furprize. 

As. if to marble ftruck, devoid of ienie, 

A ftupid moment motionlefs (he ftood : 1 345 

So (lairds the * ftatue that enchants the world* 

So bending tries to veil the. matchlefs boa((, ^| 

The mingled beauties of exulting Greece. 

Recov'rmg, {wdt (he (lew to find thofe robes 

Which blifsful E^n knew not ; and, array'd 1350 

In carelefs haike, th' alarming paper fnatch'd. 

But, when her Damon's well*known hand (he faw, 

Her terrors vaniih'd, and a fofter train 

• The Venus of Mc£cu 
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Of mixt emotions^ hard to be defcrtbM, 

Her fudden bofom feiz'd: (hame, void of goiltf 135^ 

The charming bliiih o£ innocence, efteem 

And admiration of her lover's flame« 

By modefty exalted : cv*n a fenfe 

Of fdf-approving beauty ftoie acrofi 

Her bttfy thoi^ht. At length a tender calm 1 360 

Hufh'd by degrees the tumult of her ibul{ 

And on th6 ^reading beech, that o'er the dreaih 

Incumbent hungy (he with the fylvaii pen 

Of rural lovers this confeflion carv*d| * 

Whichibon her Dam on kifs'd with weeping joy« 1365 

" Dear youth ! fole judge of what thefe vcrfes mean, 

" By fortune too much favoured, but by love, 

" Alas! not fayour'd kfs, be ftill as now 

" Bifcreet : the time may cocac you need not fly*** 

The fun has loft his rage : his dowawaird oH> 1376 
Shoots nothing now but animating warmth^ 
And vital luftre ; that, with various ray, 
Lights up the clouds, thofe beauteous robes of heav'h, 

tiiTant rolled into romantic Ihapes, 
e dream of waking fancy I Broad bdow, 1 375 

Cover'd with rip'ning fruits, and fwelhng faft 
Into the perled year, the pregnant earth 
And all her tribes rejoice. Now the foft hour 
Of walking comes i for him who lonely loves 
To feek the diftant hills, and there converfe' 138© 
With Nature } there to harinonize lus heartj 
Vol. I, I 
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And 111 pathetic ibng to breathe around 

The harmony to others. Social friends, 

Attun'd to happy unifon of foul ; 

To whofe exalting eye a fairer world, 138J 

Of which the vulgar never had a giimpfe, 

Difplays its charms ; whofe minds are richly fraught 

Wirfi phUolc^htc ftores, fuperior^ light ; 

And ia whefe breaft, enthufiaftic, boms 

Virtue, the fc^os cf int^reA deem romance ; 2390 

Now callM abroad enjoy the falling day : 
^ow to the verdjtot Portko of wood^, 
fFo Nature's vail Lycewtf^ {6tth they walk ; 

By that kind ScUoi where no proud mafter reigns. 
The full free conveticof the friendly heart, 139J 

Improving and improved* Now from the world, 
Sacred to fweet retirement, lovers ftcal, j 

And pour their fouls in tranfport, which the Sire i 

/Of iovc approving hears, and- c^/iV'/V^W. 1399 I 

Which way, Amahda, Ihall we bend our conrfe ? 
The choice perplexes* Wherefore iliould we chufe ? | 
All is^he &fl&erwith thee. Say, fhall we wind I 

Along the ftreams I or walk the finiling mead ? t^ 
Or court the.fbrfefttglades ? or wander wild ' ^^ 
Among the living har^efts ? or afcend, 1405 

While radiant Suinmer opens ajl its pride. 
Thy hill, delightful * Si^jie ? Here let us fwcep 
The boundleis landfcape ; now the raptur'd eye, 

* I'hc eld Jiame of Ekhmond, Cigmtying in Saxon ShUia/j, or 
fiflendcr. 
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Exulting fwift, to huge Augusta fend, ' * 

Now to the * Siflsr^Hilh that fkiit ier plain, 1410.' 

To lofty Harrons) now, and now to where 

Majeftic Wind/or Bfts his princely brow. 

In lovely contraft to this glorious view 

Calmly magnificent, then will we turn 

To where the filver Thames firft rural grows. 1415^ 

There let the fealled eye tinweary'd ftray : 

Luxurious, there, rove thro' the pendent woods 

That nodding hang o'er Harrikgton's retreat ; 

And,^ftooping thence to Ham^s embow'ring walkf;,. 

Beneath whofe (hades, in fpotlefs peace retir'd, r420» 

With HEk the pleafing partner of his heart, 

The. worthy Queensb'rv yet laments his Gay, 

And polifh'd Cormbu&y wooes the willing Mu(e, 

Slow let us trace the matchlefs Vale oi^ Thames ; 

Fair-winding up to where the Mufes haunt 1425 

In T*wit^ nam's bowVs, and for their Pope implore 

The healing God f j to royal Hampton^s pile. 

To Clermonf^ terrafs'd height,, and EJhor^t groves, - 

3Ei|ere in the fweetefl folitude, embraced 

Bjlhe foft windings of the filent Mole^ 1430' 

From courts and fenates Pelham finds repofe. 

F.nchanting vale ! beyond whate'er the Muie 

Has of Achaia ov-HeJperia fung ! 

O vale of blifs ! O foftly-fwelling hills 1 

Qn which the Pow^r of Cultivatkn lies, , '43^ 

And joys to fee the >x«dnders of his toil. • 

• Higffj^^te and Hum/read. * f In his laft fickdcft. ' 
I 2. 
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Heat'ns I what a goodly profjpcdl fpreads aroimd. 
Of htllsy and dales, and woods, and lawns, and fpires^ 
And glittVing towns, and gilded (beams, till ail 
The ftrctching landicape into fmoke decays ! ^440 
Happy Britannia ! where the Qubiii or Art», 
Infpiring vigour, Liberty abroad ; 
Walks, uaconfin'd, ev-'n to thy farthcft cots. 
And fcatters plenty with unfparing hand. 

Rich is thy foil, and merciftd thy clime ; X445 
Thy ftreams unfailing in the Summer's drought ; 
Unmatch'd thy guardian oaks ; thy valleys float 
With golden waves : and on thy mountains flocks 
Bleat numberlefs ; while* roving round their fides. 
Bellow the blackening herds in lufty droves. M-J^ 

Beneath, thy meadows glow, and rife unquell'd 
Agaixxft the mower's fcyths. On ev'ry hand 
Thy villas fliine. Thy country teems with wealth; 
And property afTures it to the fwain, 
Ple^s'd, and unweary'd, in his guarded toil. ^455 

Full are thy cities with the fons of art ; 
And trade and joy, in ev'ry bufy ftreet. 
Mingling are heard : even Drudgery himfelft 
As at the car he fweats, or dufty hews 
The palace-ftone, looks gay. Thy crouded ports. 
Where rifmg mafts an cndlefs profpedl yield, 146 1 

With labour burn, and echo to the fliouts. 
Of hurry 'diailor, as he hearty vaves. 
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His laft adieu,, and loos'niiig every. (heetr- 

Reiigns the.fpre&ding veflel to the wind*- 14^5 

BoL9y. Erini and graceful, are thy gen'rous youths 
By hardfhip finewM,, and by danger fir'd,. • 
Scatt'ring the nations where they go ; aihlfirll 
Or on the lifted plain^ orftonny &8^ 
Mild are thy glories too, as o'er the plans 1470 

Of thriving peace thy thoughtful (ires predde ;^ 
In geniusy and fubfiandal lemming, high ; 
For ev'ry virtue, ev'ry. worth, renown'd; 
Sincere^ plain-hearted, hofpitable, kind;; .; 
Yet like the qiuft'ring thuiuler when provok'di 1475. 
The dreadof tyrants, and the fde refource 
Of thofe that under grim opprefEon groan^ 

Thy Sons op G^vofnt many!' AirFHsothine,''* 
In whom the fpkndor of heroic war,: • » 
And more heroic peace, when governed weli^ . 1 480- 
Combine ; . whofe haUow'd name the virtiies faint. 
And his oouvr Mufes love ; the bcft of Kings i ^ 

^Bljji him thy.£stv(riuti>s and thy HiifHYs fhine, 
^*ncs dear to Pame ; the ^ss^ who. dee|i^«hnp^s'd '' 
On haughty Ga^l the tern* of thy. arms, > 1485T 

That awes her genius fBH.- In Si^tttfrnenx^xiyi^ 
■^^dPatrht/^.fertik.' Thine a fteady MojtE, 
Who, with a gen'rous though miftafccn zeal^v 
Withftood a brutal tyrant's ufeful rage, . . 

^e CATofirm> like AmsTinfis juft,, Ifjra*' 

I3 
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Like rigid Cikcimnatus nobly pooft 

A dauntleis fbi^ ered, who fmilM.on death. 

Frugal^ and wilby a Walsingham is thine ; ^ 

A DrakBi who made thee miftrefs of the deep ; 

And bore thy. name in thunder round the world. 1495: 

Then flamed liiy fptrit high ^ but who can fpeak 

The num'roui woi^es of the MAi]>cit Reigh ^ 

In Raleigh mark their er'ty glory mix'd f- 

Raleigh, the fcourge of Spain f whofe breaft with all 

The fage, the patriot, and the hero bnrn^di > i;oa 

Nor funk his vigour, when a coward -reign 

The warrior fetter*d^ and at laft.rcfign'd,, 

To glut the vengeance of^a^vanquifh'd foe.- 

Then, adive (HU and unFeftrain'd) Ms miad^ 

ExplorM the vaft extent of ages p^,- '50jr 

And with his prifon-hours enrlch'd the world ; 

Yet found no times, in all the k>iig refearch,. 

So glorious, or fo bafe, as thofe he prov'd. 

In which he conquer'd, and in which he bkd^ 

Nor can the Mufe the gallant 9inN£T pafs, rjjro 

The plume of ¥^ar ! with early laurds crown'd. 

The Lover's myrtle, and the Poet's bay. 

A HAitDEN too is tlune, ilhiflrious land, 

Wiie, firenuous, firpa, of uniubmitting ibul» 

Who (lem'd the torrent of a downward age ^S^S 

Xo ilav'ry prone, and bade thee rife again. 

In all thy i^ative pomp of freedom bold. 

Bright, at his call, thy Age oi Men effulg'd. 

Of Men on wliom late time a kindling eye 
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Shall turn, and tyrants tremble while thay read. 1520 
Bring every fweeteft flow'r, and let me ftrew 
The grave where Ru&sil lies > whofe. temper'd bloodf 
With calmeft cheerfuinels for thee reiign'dr 
Stain'd the fad aimals of a giddy reign ;, 
Aiming at lawlefs pow'rr tho' meanly funis' 1525 

In loofe inglorious luxury. With him 
His friendr^ the * Britkh CAs&xuSy fearlefs bled i. 
Of high determin'd.fpirit, roughly brave, . 
By ancient learning to th* enlighten'd dove 
Of ancient freedom warm'dL Fair thy reanoiam 153a 
In awful S^es and in^ noble Bards^ 
Soon as the light of dawning Science Spread 
Her orient ray^ and wak*d the Mufes' ibs^. 
Thine is a Bacon ; haplefs in. his choicer, 
Unfit to ftand the civil ftorm of ftate, , ig^p 

And thro'-^the fmooth.barbsffity of^coortt. 
With firni but pliant virtue,, forward-ftiil 
To urge his courfe : him for the (bKiioiis ihade- 
Kind Nattire form'd, deep, comprehenlive, clear, 
£|gd, and elegant ; in one rich-foul^ ^54^ 

iHrro, th^ SrAGYRiTE, and T.ully joined. 
Tie great delhrerer he ! ^ who from the gloom 
Of cloifter*d monks, and jargon^ teaching fchools. 
Led forth the true Philofophy, there long 
Held in the magic chain of words and forms,. 1545 
And definitions void : he led her forth, . 
Daughter of Heav'n ! that flow-afccnding ftill, 

• Algernon Six5NiY, 
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Inveftigating fure the chain off things. 

With radiant finger points tp Heaven ag^n. 

The generous * Ashley thine, the friend of Man;* 

Who fcann'd his Nature with a brother's eye, 1551 

His weaknefs prompt to fhade^ to raiie his aim^ 

To touch tliA finer movements of the mind. 

And with the mand bieimtj charm the heart*. 

Why need I name they Boyle, whofe pious &arch 

Amid the dark receffes of his works*. 15^5 

The great Caeator fought ?' And why thy. L»ock£, 

Who made the whole internal world his own.? 

Let Newton, pure Jnteliigencey whom God 

To mort^ lent, to trace his boundlHs works 156a 

From laws fublimely iimple, fpeak tby &me 

In all philofophy. For lofty fenfe,. 

Creative fancy, and infpe^on keen 

Thro* the deep "findings of the human hearty 15^4 

Is not wild SttAKESFEAKE thine and Nature's boad ? 

Is not each great, each* amiable Mufe. 

Of clafiie ages- in thy Miltqn met?- 

A-genius univerfal as his theme ;: 

Allonifhing as Chaos, as the bloom \. 

Oi blowing Eden feir, as Heav?n fublime. 15^0 

Nor ihail my-verfe that elder bard forget. 

The gentle Spencer, Fancy's pleafmgfon ; 

Who, like a copious river, pour'd his- fong 

O'er all the maaes o£ enchanted ground : 

Nor thee,: his ancient mafter,, laughing fage, 1575 

• A N T o M Y A s K»L s Y C o o PX R , Earl of. Shafi^vtyi 
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CHIUCER9 vrhoie native maimers-*paintixig rcrCsf 
Well-moraliz'd, fhines thro' the Gothic cloud 
; Of time and language o'er thy genius thrown. 

May my fong ioften, as thy Daughters ly 
Britannia, hail ! for beauty is their Qym, 1580 

The feeling heart, fimplicity of life, 
And elegance, and tafle : the faiiltlefs f<H*m» 
Shap'd by the hand of harmony ; the check, 
Where the live crimfon, thro' the native white 
Soft-ibooting, o'er the face diffuses bloom» 15S5 

And ev'ry namelefs grace $ the parted Jip» 
Like- the red rofe-bud moift with moming-dcw» 
Breathing delight ; and, under flowing jet. 
Or funny ringlets, or of circling brown. 
The neck flight- (haded, and the fweiling bread; 1590 
The look reiiftlefs, piercing to the foul. 
And by the foul inform'df when dreft in love 
She fits high*inxiling in the confcious eye* 

^^sLAND of blifs! amid the fubjed feas, 

"^^iat thunder round thy rocky coafts, fet up, 1595 

At once the wonder, terror, and delight, 

Of diftant nations ; whofe remoteft fhorcs 

Can foon be ftiaken by thy naval arm ; 

Not to be (hook thyfelf, but all affaults 

Baffling, as thy hoar cliffs the loud fea-wave. 1600 

O Thou ! by whofe almighty JVb/the fcale 
Of empire rifes, or alternate falls, 
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Send forth the iaving Virtu ts round the land, 

In bright patrol ; white Peace, and (bcial Lwe; 

The tender*looking Charity^ intent - i^ojr 

On gentle deeds, and (bedding tears thro* fmiles ; 

Undaunted Truth, and Dignity of mind ; 

Courage compos^, and keen ; found Temperance, 

Healthful in heart and look ; clear Cijajiity, 

With bluihes redd'ning as (he moves along^ i^zo 

Diforder'd at the deep regard (he draws ; 

Rough Induftry; Activity untbr'd, 

With copious life inform'd, and. all awake : 

While in the radiant fronts fuperior fhines 

That firft paternal yktue, Pul>tic Zeal $ i6ij 

Who throws o'er all an equal wide furTe/, 

And, ever mufing on the common wea)V 

Still labours glorious with fome great defign. 

Low walks the fun, and Iwroadens by degrees, 
Jufl o'er the verge of day. The Ibifting clouds 1620 
AfTembled gay, a richly-gorgeous train. 
In all. their poaop attend his fetting throne. ^^ 

Air, earth, and ocean fmile immenfe. And now, \S^ 
As if his weary chariot fought tlie bow'rs 
Of Jmp/}itritc, and her tending-nymphs, i6aj? 

(So Grecian fable fung) he dips his orb ; 
Now half-immers'd ; and now a golden curve 
Civet one bright glance, then total difappears.. 

For ever running an enchanted round, 
FaHes the day, deceitful, vaiU| and void t ^^^ 
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As fleets th^Tifion o'er the fordaful btain, 
This moxpcBt hurrying urild th* impafGon'd foul. 
The next in nothing loft. 'Tis fo to him. 
The dreamer of this earth, an idle blanlc : 
A fight of hdrror to the cruel wretch, 1635 

Who all day lotig in fordid pleafufe rolled, 
Himfelf an ufelefs load, has' f^andcr^d vUe, 
Upon his fcoundrel train, what might have cheet'd 
A drooping family of modeft worth. • 
But to the^gen^-ous ftill-iinproving mind, 1640 

That gives the Hopelefs heart to fing for joy, 
Dafcfutg-jcti&l beneficence around, 
Boaftlefs, su^nowdeftends the filent dew ; 
To him the long review of order'd life. 
Is iaward rapture, only to be felt. 1645 

-, . .. i 

- Confess*© from ybnder flow-extinguifliM clouds. 

All ^her foft'ning, fober £v'nwg takes 

Her wonted' ftation in the middle air ; 

A thoufand Jhach^s at her beck. Firft this 

She fends on earth ; then that of deeper dye 1650 

%|als foft behind ; and then a deeper ftUl, 

In circle following circle, gathers round. 

To clofe the face of things. A frefher gale 

Begins to wave the wood, and ftir the ftream, 

Sweeping with (hadowy guft the fields of com ; 165-5 

While the quail clamours for his running mate. 

Wide o'er the thiftly lawn, as fwells the breeze, 

A whit'ning (Kow'r of vegetable dowTi 

Amufive floats. The kind impartial care 
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Of Nature nouglit difdains s thoughtful to feed 1660 
Her loweft fons, and clothe the coming year. 
From field to field the feather'd &eds (he wings. 

His folded flock (ecurei the fliepherd home 
Hies, merry-hearted ; and by turns relieves 
The ruddy milk*maid of her brimming pail ; 1665 
The beauty whom perhaps his widefs heart* 
Unknowing what the joy-mixt anguifh means. 
Sincerely loves> by that beft language (hewn 
Of cordial glances* and obliging deeds. 
Onward they pafs* o'er many a panting heighti. 1670 
And valley lunk* and unfrequented ; where 
At fall of eve the fairy people throng* 
In various game* and revelry* to pafs 
The fummer night, as vUlage-ftories tell. 
But far about they wander from the grave 167 J 

Of him* whom his ungentle fortune urg*d 
Againft his own fad bread to lift the hand 
Of impious violence. The lonely tow'r 
Is alfo fhunn'd ; whofe mournful chambers hold* 
So night-ilruck Fancy dreams^ the yelling ghoft. x^ 

Among the crooked lanes* on every hedge* 
The glow-worm lights his gem ; and* thro' the dark, 
A moving radiance twinkles. Evening yields 
The world to Night / not in her winter-robe 
Of mafiy Stygian woof, but loofe array'd 1685 

In mantle dun. A faint ^erroneous ray* 
Glanc'd from th' imperfed furfkces t)f things, 
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Flings half 9j^ image on the ftraining eye ; 
While wav'ring woods, and villages, and ftreams. 
And rocks, and mountaiH tops, that long retained 1690 
Th' afcending gleam, are all one fwimming fcene, 
Uncertain if beheld* Sudden to heav'n 
Thence weary vifion turns ; where, leading foft 
The filent hours of love, with pureit ray 
Sweet Venus fhines ; and from her genial rife, 1695 
When day -light fickens till it ^rings afrefh, 
Unrival*d reigns, the faireft lamp of night* 
As thus th' leffiilg^e tremulous I drink> 
With.cheri(h'd gaze, the lambent lightnings flioot 
Acrofs the iky ; or horizontal dart 1 700 

In wondrous Ihapes : by fearful murniuriAg crouds 
Portentous deem'd. Amid the tadiant orbs. 
That more than deck, that animate the fky. 
The life-infiiflng funs of other worlds ; 
Lo 1 from the dread immenfity of fpace 170J 

Returning, with accelerated coUrft, 
The ruihing comet to the fun defcends 5 
And as he links below the fhading earth. 
With awful train proje<fted o'er the heav'ns, 
The guilty nations tremble. But, above 1710 

Thofe fuperftitious horrors that enflave 
The fond fequacious herd, tamyftic faith 
And blind amazement prone, th' enlightened few, 
Whofe godlike minds philofophy exalts, . 
The glorious ftranger hail. They feel a joy 1 7 15 
Divinely great.; they in their pow'rs exult, [fpurns 
That wondrous force of thought, which mounting 
Vol. I. K 
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This diilkf fpot, and mearurcs all the fcy $ 

While, from his far excurfion thro* the wikls 

Of barren ether, faithful to his time, 1720 

They fee the blazing wonder rife anew. 

In feeoiing terror clad, but kindly bent 

^o work the will of ;fll-rullaii\ing Love : 

From his huge vapoury train perhaps to (bake 

Reviving moiftnre on the numerous orbs, 1725 

Thro' which his long ellipfis winds ; perhaps 

To lend new fuel to declining funs. 

To light up v.'orlds, and feed th' eternal fire. 

"With thee, fcrene Philosophy, with thee. 
And thy bright garland, let mc crown my fong! 1730 
Effufive fource of evidence, and truth ! 
A luftre fhedding o*cr th* ennobled mind,. 
Stronger tlian fummer-noon ; and pure as that, 
Whofe mild vibrations foothe the parted foul. 
New to the dawning of celeftial day. 1735 

Hence thro' her nourifh'd pow'rs, enlarg'd by thee, 
She fprings aloft, with eWated pride. 
Above the tangling mafs of lo>v defires. 
That bind the fluttering crowd ; and, angel-V^ing'd, 
The heights of fcicnce and of vbrtue gains, 1 740 

Where all is calm and cleiu- ; with Nature round. 
Or in the ftai*ry regions, or th' abyfs^ 
To Reafon's and to Fancy's eye diiplay'd : 
The F/rft up-tracing, from the dreary void. 
The chain of caufes and effeAsto Him, 1745 

TJie world -producing Essence, who alone 
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Poffeflcs being ^ while tlic LaJI recciircs 

The whole magnificence of heair'n and eauth. 

And ev'ry beauty, delicate or bold. 

Obvious or more remote, vrith livelier (enie, 1 75^ 

Difiufive painted on the rapid mind. 

TuTOR'd by thee, hence Poetry exalts 
Her voice to ages ; and informs the page 
With mufit, image, fentiment, and thought, 
Never to die ! the treafure of mankind ! 1 755 

Their bigheft honour, and their tnieft joy ! 

Without thee what were unenlightenM Man? 
A favage roaming thro' the woods and wilds. 
In queft of prey ; and with th' unfaihion'd fur 
Rough -clad ; devoid of cv'ry finer art, 176(7 

And. elegance of life. Nor happinefs 
Domeftic, mix'd of tendemefs and cajre. 
Nor moral excellence, nor focial bliis. 
Nor guardian law were his ; nor various fkiU 
To turn the furrow, or to guide the tool • 1765 

Mechanic ; nor the heav'n- conduced prow 
Of navigation bold, that fearlefs braves 
The burning line or dares the wintry pole ; 
Mother fevere of infinite delights ! 
Nothing, fave rapine, indolence, and guDe, X770 

And woes on woes, a ftill-revolving train ! 
Whofe horrid circle had made human life 
Than non;>exiftence worfe : but, taught by thee. 
Ours arc the plans of policy, and peace ^ 
K a 
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To live Iilcc brothers, and conjun<5live all » 775 

Embellifh life. While thus kborious crowds 

Ply the tough oar. Philosophy dire6b 

The ruling helm ; or Irfce the liberal breath 

Of potent Heav*n, invifible, the fail 

Swells out, and bears th' inferior world along. 1 780 

Nor to this evanefcent fpeck of earth 
Poorly confinM, the radiant tra^s on high 
Are her exalted range ; intent to gaze 
Creation thro^ ; and, from that full complex 
Of never-ending wonders, to conceive '7^5 

Of the Sole Bfing right, "whofpoke the W^rd^ 
Arid Nature mov'd complete. With inward view, j 

Thence on th' ideal kingdom fwift Ihe turns 
Her eye ; and inftant, at her pow*rfnl glance, 
Th' obedient phantoms vanifh or appear ; 1 790 

Compound, divide, and into order fliift. 
Each to his rank, from plain perception up 
To the fiiir forms of Fancy's fleeting train : I 

To reafon then, deducing truth from truth ; 
And notion quite abft:ra(5l ; where firft begins 1 795 
The world of fpirits, a<5llon all, and life 1 

Unfeiter'd, and unmtxt. But here the cloud, 
So wills Eternal Providence, fits deep. 
Enough {^^ us to know that this dark ftate. 
In wayward paffions loft, and vain purfuits, i8go 

This Infancy of Being, cannot prove 
The final Iffue of the works of God, 
By boundlefs Love and perfed Wisdom form'd. 
And. ever rifmg with the riling mind. 
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The argument. 

T^he fuljt^ propofed. Addrejfed to Mr. Onslow. A 
profped of the fitldi ready for harveji. Reflexions in 
praife of inditftry ratfed by that vienv. Reaping, A 
tale relative to it. A barvejl Jiorm, Shooting and 
hunting, their barbarity. A ludicrous account of fox- 
hunting. A vienv of an orchard. Wall-fruit. A 
vineyard. A defcription offogSy frequent in the latter 
part j^ Autumiv: lubentf a ^ip^efion^ inquiring: into 
the rife of fountains and rivers. Birds of feafon cmfi- 
deredy that mnu fhift their habitation. The prodigious 
number of them that cover the mrthern and «weftern 
iftes of Scotland. Hence a vienu cf.thk country. A 
profpeH of the difcoloured, fading nsjoods* After a gen- 
tle dufky dayy moon-light. " Autumnal meteors. . Mim- 
ing : to nvhich fucceeds a calm, pure, funfhiny day^ 
fuch as ufually fhuts up the feafon. The harveft hi^S 
gathered 'in, the country dijblved in joy. The luM 
4^oncludes nxiith ^ panegyric o» a philcjefhical countr] 
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AUTUMN. 

CROWN'D with the fickle and the wheaten ftieaf,,. 
While Autumn, nbdding o'er the yellow plain,. 
Comes jovial on ; the Doric reed once more. 
Well pleas'd,. I tune. Whate'er the wintry froft 
Nitrous prepar'd ; the various-blofTom'd Spring ^c 

Put in white promife forth : and Summer-funs 
Cbnco^ed ftrong, ru(h boundlefs now to view. 
Full, perfeft all, and fwelL my glorious theme. . 

Onflow! the Mufe, ambitious of thy name, 
To grace, infpfre, and dignify her fong, lO. 

Would from the public vo/ceLthy gentle ear 
A while engage. Thy noble cares (hb knqws, 
The patriot virtues that diftend thy thought, 
Spread on thy front, and in thy bofom glow ; 
While lift'ning fcnates hang upon thy tongue, 15., 

Devolving thro* the maze of eloquence 
A roll of periods, fweeter than her fong. 
But (he too pants for public virtue, Ihe, 
Tho' weak of pow*r, yet ftrong in ardent wiD, 
Whene'er her country rufhes on her heart, to, 

Affiimes'a bolder note, and fondly tries . 
To mix the patriot's whh the poet's flame. " '♦ 
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When the bright Virgin gives the beauteous days. 
And Libra weighs m equal fcales the year ; 
From licav*n*s high cope the fierce effulgence fhook 25 
Of parting Summer, a ferencr blue, 
With golden light cnliven^d^ wide fnvefts 
The happy world. Attemper'd funs arife, 
Sweet-beam'd» and (bedding oft thro' luctd clouds 
A pleafmg calm ; while broad, and brown, below 30 
Extenfive harvefls hang the heavy head. 
Rich, frient, deep, they (land ; for not a gale 
Rolls its light billows o'er the bending plain t 
A calm of plenty ! till the ruffled air 
Falls from ks poife, and gives the breeze to blow. 3f 
Rent is the fleecy mantle of the fky ; 
The clouds fly different ; and the fudden fun 
By fits efFulgent gilds th' illumin'd field. 
And black by fits the (hado^vs (weep along. 
A gaily-chequer'd heart-e:;cpanding vicw> 40 

Far as the circling eye can (hoot around. 
Unbounded tofling in a flood of corp. 

These are thy Weflings, Indvstry ? rotgh poVy- 
Whom labour (lill attends, and fweat, and pain ; 
Yet the kind fource of ev'ry gentle art, f 5 

And all the foft civility of life : 
Raifer of human>kind ! by Nature caft,: 
Kaked, and helplefs, out amid the wood's. 
And wilds, to rude inclemei|t elements j 
With various feeds of art deep in the Tr}*fA 5<? 
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Implanted) and profufely pour'd around 

ildterials infinite ; bat idle all. 

)tlll unexerted, in th' unconfcious breafl^ 

ilept the lethargic powers ; corruption ftill, 

/oraciousy fwallow'd what the lib'ral hand S5 

)f bounty fcatter'd o'er the favage year : 

\nd dill the fad barbarian, roving, mixM 

Vith bcafts of prey ; or for his acorn-meal 

"ought the fierce tu(ky feoar ;. a fhiv'ring wretch I 

^ghaft, and comfortlefs, when the bleak north, 60 

With Winter charg'd, let the mixM tempeft fly, 

Kill, rain, and fnow, and bitter-breathing froft : 

Then to the (belter of the hut he fled ; 

A.nd the wild feafon, fordid, pin'd away. 

For home he had' not ; home is the refort 65 

Of love, of joy, of peace iind plenty, where. 

Supporting and fupported, polifti'd friends. 

And dear relations mingle into blifs. 

But this the rugged favage never felt. 

Even defolate in crouds ; and thus his days 70 

Roll'd heavy, dark, and unenjoy'd along : 

A wafte of time! till Industry approach'd. 

And rous*d him from his miferable floth : 

His faculties unfolded ; pointed out. 

Where lavlfli Nature the dire<5i:ing hand ' ^5 

Of Art demanded ; (hew'd him how to raife 

His feeble force by the mechanic pow'rs. 

To dig the min'ral from the vaulted earth,. 

On what to turn the piercing rage of fire, 
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On what the tqrrentj, stnd the gathered blaft; So 

Gave the tall ancient foreft to his ax ; 

Taught him to chip the. wood, und hew the donej 

Till by degrees the finifh'd fabric rofe ; 

Tore from his limbs the blood-polluted fur. 

And wrapt them in the woolly veftment warm, 8j 

Or bright in glolly filk, and flowing lawn ; 

With wholefome viands fill'd his table, pour'd 

The gen'rons glafs around, infpir'd to wake 

The life-refinSng foul of decent wit : 

Nor ftopp'd at barren bare necefllty ; gc 

But iUU advancing bolder, led him on 

To pomp, to pleafure, elegance and grace ; 

And, breathing high, ambition through his fbul» 

Set fcxence, wifdom, glory, in his view. 

And bade him be the Lord of all below* 95 

Then gathering men their nat'ral pow'rs combiii^d> 
And form'd a Public ; to the gen'ral good 
Submitting, aiming, and conducting all. 
For this the Patriot^ Council met, the full, 
The free, and fairly reprefentcd WhVe ; ico 

For this they plann'd the holy guardian laws, 
Diftingutfhld orders, animated arts. 
And with joint force Opprefion chaining, fet 
Imperial Jujiice at the helm ; yet ftill 
To them accountable : nor flavifh dream'd loS 

That toiling millions muft refign their weal, , 
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ind all tlie honey of their ^mrch, to fach 
.s for theinielves alone themielves have rais'd. 

Hence ev'ry form of cukiv'ated life 
a order fet, proitefted, and infpir'd, no 

iito perfedHou wrought. Uniting aU, 
ociety grew num'rous, highy polite, 
ind happy. Nurfc of art ! the city rear'd 
n beauteous .pride her toVf-encirckd head ; 
Vnd, ftretching ftreet on flhreet, by thoufands drew, 115 
.^rom twining woody haunts, or the tiough yew 
To bows ftrong-ftrai'ning, her afpiring fons. 

Then Commerce brought into the public walk 
Tke bufy merchant j the big wafe4K)ufe buik ; 119 
Rais'd the ftrong crane ; choak'd up the loaded ftreet 
With foreign plenty ; and thy ftream, O Thames, 
I^arge, gentle, deep^ majeftic, kiug of floods ! 
Chofe for his grand refort. On either hand, 
Like a long wintry foreft, groves of mads 
Shot up their fpires ; the bellying iheet between 12$ 
Poffefs'd tlie breezy void ; the footy hulk 
Steer'd fluggilh on ; the fplendid barge along 
Row'd, regular, to harmony; around, 
The boat, light-fkimtning, ftrctch'd its oary wings ; 
While deep the v^twus vdce of fervent toil 130 

From bank to bank increased ; whence ribb'd with oak, 
To bear the Bri'tish Thondir^ black, and bdW, 
The roaring veffel rufh'd into the main. 
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Then too the pillar'd dome» magnifies heaved 
Its ample roof; and Luxury within 1 35 

Pour'd out her glitt'ring (lores : the canvas fmooth, 
With glowing life protuberant, to the view 
Embodied rofe ; the ftatue feem'd to. breathe. 
And foften into flelh, beneath the touch 
Of forming art, imagination- flufli'd. 14c 

All is the gift of Industry ; whatever 
Exalts, embellifhes, and renders life 
DelightfuL Penfive Winter checr'd by him 
Sits at the.ibcial fire, and happy hears 
Th' excluded tempeft idly rave along; 14; 

His hardened fingers deck the gaudy Spring ; 
Without him Summer were an arid wafte ; 
Nor to th' autumnal month; could thus tranfmit 
Thofe full, mature, immeafurable (lores, 
That waving round, recall my wand'ring fbng* 150 

Soon as the morning trembles o'er the (ky, 
And, unperceiv^d, unfolds the j|)reading day ; 
Before the ripen'd field the reapers (land. 
In fair array ; each by the lafs he loves. 
To bear the rougher part, and mitigate 155 

By nameleis gentle offices her toil. 
At. once they (loop and fwell the lufty (heaves ; 
While thro' their cheerful band the rural talk, 
The rural fcandal, and the rural jeft. 
Fly harmlefs, to deceive the tedious time, 160 
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And Heal ttnfelt the ftritry hours away. 

Behind the mafter walks, builds up the iftiocks^ 

And, conicious, glancing oft on ev'ry fide 

His fated eye, feels his heart heave with joy. 

The gleaners fpread around, and here and there, 165 

Spike after fpike, their fcanty harveft pick* 

Be not too narrow, hufbandmen ! but fling 

From the fiill flieaf, with charitable ftealth, 

The liberal handful. Thinks oh grateful think 1 

How good the God of Harvest is to you; 170 

Who pours abundance o'er your flowing fields $ 

While thefe unhappy partners of your kind 

AVide-hover round you, like the fowls of heav'n. 

And aik their humble dole- The various turns 

Of fortune ponder ; that your fous may want 175 

What now^, with hard reluftance, faint, ye give. 

The lovdy yiouiig Eavinia once had friends ; 
And Fortune fmiPd, deceitful, on her birth. 
For, in her helplefs years deprived of all. 
Of ev'ry ftay, fave Innocence and Heav'n, 180 

She, with her widow'd mother, feeble, old. 
And poor, liv'd in a cottage, far retir'd 
Among the windings of a woody vale j 
By folitude and deq> furrounding (hades. 
But more by bafhful modefty, -conceal'd. 185 

Together thus they fhunn'd the cruel fcom 
Which virtue, iunk to poverty, would meet 
l^rom giddy pafCon and low-minded pride t 
Almoft on Nature's common bounty fed j > 

VpL. I L 
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Like the gay btrds that fang them to repo{e» 190 

Conient, and carelefs of to-morrow's fare. 

Her form ivas freiher than the morning rofe. 

When the dew wets its leaves ; unftain'dj and pure, 

As is the lilr, or the mountain fnow. 

The modcft virtues mingled in her eyes, 195 

Stiil on the ground deje^ed, darting all 

Their humid beams into the blooming fiow'rs : 

Or when the mournful tale her mother told. 

Of what her faithlefs fortune promis'd oace, 

Thriird in her thought, they, like the dewy ftar 200 

Of ev'ning, ihone in tears. A native grace 

Sat fair-proportion'd on her polifh'd limbs, 

Veil'd in a fimpie tidbe, their beft attire. 

Beyond the pomp of drds ; for lovelimefe 

Needs not the foreign aid of ornament, 305 

But is when unadom'd adorn'd the moft. 

Thoughdefs of beauty, fhe was beauty's felf, 

Reclufe amid the dofe-embow'xing v^oods* 

As in the hollow breall of j^femne. 

Beneath the Ihelter of encircling hills, 2 it? 

A myrtle rifes, far frqpa human eye. 

And breathes its balmy £ragrance o'er the wild.; 

So flourifh'd blooming, and unfeen by aU, 

The fweet Lavinia ; till, at length, compell'd 

By ftrong Neceffity's fupreme command, 215 

With fmiling patience in her looki^, (he went 

To glean Palemon's fields. The pride of fwains 

Palemon was, |he gen'rous, and the richj 

Who led the rural life in all its joy 
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And elegance^ fuch as Arcadian ibng 220 

Tr^nfmits frpm ancient uncorruptcd times ; 

When tyrsmt cuftom had not Ihackled Man, . 

But fre« to foBow Nature vras the mode. 

He then, his fancy -with autumnal icenes 

Amuimg, chanc'd befldo his reaper-train 225 

To wadk, vebea poor LativiA' drew his eye ; 

Unconfcious of her pow'r, and turning quick 

With unaffedled bluihes from his gaze s 

He faw her charming, but he faw not half 

The charms her downcaft modefty conceal' d. 230 

That very moment love and cbafte defire 

Sprung in his bofom, to himfelf unknown ; 

For flill the world prevailed, and its dread laugh. 

Which fcarce the firm philofopher can fcorn> 

Should his heart own a gleaner in the field ;" 235. 

And thus in fecret to his fijul he figh'd* 

^* What pky t that fo delicate a ^m, 
** By bjdauty kindled, where eidiv'ning fenfe, 
" And more than vulgar goodnefs feem to dwell, 
" Should be devoted to the rude embrace 240 

** Of fome indecent clown ! She looks» methiuks, 
" Of old AcASTo's line ; and to my mind 
" Recalls that patron of my happy life, 
** From whom my lib'ral fortune took its rife ; 
" Now to the duft gone down j his houfes> lands,^ 
** And onceyfair-fpreading family, diffolv'd. 246- 

" *Tis fald that in fome lone obfcure; retreat, 
** Urg'd by remembrance fad, and decent pride^ 
L 2 
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*< Far from thofe fcenes which knew tkeir better dayf, 
'' His aged widow and his daughter live, 250 

<< Whom yet my firuitkis fearck could never find* 
*^ Romantic wifli ! wouldrthis the daughter were ! '' 

WiiENy firidt inquiring, from herielf he found 
She was the iame, the daughter of his friend^ 
Of bountiful Acasto ; wha can fpeaik 255 

The mingled paflicAS that furprizM his heart, . 
And thro' his nerves in fluv*ring tranfport ran ? 
Then blaz'd his fmother'd flame, avow'd> and bold ; 
And as he view'd her, ardent, o*ier and o*er, 
I^ove, gratitude, and pity, wept at once. 260 

Confus'd, and frighten^'d at his fudden tear»^ 
Her rifmg beauties fiufK'd a higher bloom, 
As-thus Palemon, paffionate and j!4ft) 
Pour'd out the pious rapture of his ibul. 

" And art diou then AcAs-fo's dear remains I 26^ 
«« She, whom my reftlefs gratitude has fought, 
« So long in vain ! O heavens t the very iaaaea^ 
« The foftenM image of my noble friend, 
?« Alive his ev'ry look, his ev'ry feature, 
«« More elegantly toucVd. Sweeter than Spring! 27a 
«* Thou fole furviving bloffom from the root 
" That nourifti'd up my fortune ! Say, ah where, 
« In what-fequefter'd defert, haft thou drawn 
•* The kindeft afpedb of deKghted HeavV? 
« Into fuch beauty fpread, and blown fo fair ; 275 
«< Tho* poverty's cold wind, and crufhing rain. 
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^ Beat ketn, and hcwrj^^^ti thf tender years ? 

*' O let me now, inta a richer foH, 

" Tranfplaat thee fafe ! where vernal funs, and ihow'rs^ 

^ Dffiiife their warmeftr Wgeft influence ; aSo 

*.* And of tny garden be the pride and }©y 1 

'< 111 it befits thee, oh. it ill befits . 

*^ AcAsTo^s daughter^ his whole cpen- (loreSf, 

" The*' vaft, wer* little to his ampler hearty, 

^ The father of a country,, thus to fuck 785^ 

" The very rdiiie o€ thofe harreft^fiekk,, 

^ Which from his bouateoi&s friendfliip I enjpy* 

** Then throw that ihamefui pittance from thy hand». 

" But ill apply'd to fkch a rugged taik ; 

** The fields,, the mafter,. ati^ my fair, are thine ;. 290' 

" If to the various hleffings which thy houfe 

** Has on rae lavifhMt thon wilt add that blifs 

•* That deareft bliis,: the paw*ff rf Wcffing thee I '"^ 

Here ceas'^i the youth : yet (IHl his fpeaking eye 
£xpr^s'd the facred triumph of his foul,. 295 

With confcious virtue, gratitude, and love,. 
Above the vulgar joy divinely^ rais'dk 
Nor waitect he reply- Won by the charn* 
^ goodnefs irreflflible,, and aU 
In fweet diforder lofl, fhc blufc'd confent- 5XX1 

'^he news immediate to her mother brought,. 
While, pierc*d with anxious thought, ihe pin'd away 
The lonely moments for La.vinja's fate ;. 
AmazM, and fcarce beHeving what fhe heardt 
I^Y feiz'd her withered veins, and one bright gleant 
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Of fitting life (hone on her ev'ning-hours t 30$ 

Not lefs enraptured than the happy pair ; 

Who floiiriih'd long in tender blifs, and reared 

A numerous ofl^pring, lovely like themfelves. 

And goody the grace of all the country round* 319 

DErEATiNG oft the labours of the year^ 
The fultry fouth coIleAs a potent blaft. 
At firft, the groves are fcarcely feen to ftir 
Their trembling tops t and a ftill murmur nms 
Along the fbft-inclining fields of com. 3^5 

But as the aerial tempeft foller fwells^ 
And in one'mighty ftream^ mvifible, 
immenfe, the whole excited atmofphere. 
Impetuous rufhes o'er the founding world f 
Stndn'd to the root, the (looping forefl pour& 52 O' 
A ruftling fhow'r of yet untimely leaves. 
High-beat^ the circling mountains eddy in,. 
From the bare wrld, the diifipated ftorm>, 
And fend it in a torrent down the vale^. 
Ilxpos'dy Und naked^ to its ucmod rage* ^2^ 

Thro' all the fea of harveft rolling i;ound^ 
The billowy pkwn floats wider nor can evad^. 
Tho* pliant to the blaft, its feizing force ;. 
Orwhirl'd in ak, or into vacant chaff 
Shook wafte. And fomctimcs too a burft of rain,. 33a 
Swept from the black horizen,^ broad,, defcends 
In one continuous flood. Still over head 
The mingling tempeft weaves its gloom^ and &M 
The deluge deepens ; till the fields around 
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Lie Aink, and flatted, in the fordid wave. 335 

Sudden, the ditches fwell ; the meadows f\rim* 

Red, from the htUs, innum'rable dreams 

Tumultuous roar ; and high above its banks 

The river lift ; before whofe rofking tide. 

Herds, flocks^ and harvefts, cottages, and (wains, 349 

RoU mingled down \ all that the winds had fpar'd 

In one wild nxmest rutnM ; the big hopes,. 

And well-earn'd treafures of the painful year. 

Fled to ibme eminence, the huA>andman 

Helpleis behokU the mi&rable wreck 345: 

Driving along ; his drowning ox at once 

Defcendiag, with Us labours fcatter'd roond^ 

He fees ; and mftant o'er, his fhiv'ring thought 

Comes Winter unprovided,, and a train 

Of clamant children dear. Ye mailers, then, 550 

Be. mindful of the rough laborious hand» 

That finks you foft in elegance and eafe ;- 

Be mindfvd of thofe limbs in ru&t clad 

Whofe toil to yours is warmth, and graceful pride, 

Aad^oh be mindful of that iparing board, 35J 

Which covers yours with luxury profufe. 

Makes your glafs fparkle, and your fenfe rejoice I 

Nor cruelly demand what the deep rains,. 

And all-involving winds have fwept away. 

Herb the rude clamour of the fportfman's joy, 360 
The gun faft-thund'ring, and the winded horn, 
Would tempt the Mufe to fing the rural Ganuii 
How, in his mid-career» the fpaniel ftruck. 
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Stiff, by the tainted gafc,. with open nofe, 

Outftretch^d, and Batlj fenfible,. drains MU S^f 

Fearful^ and cautious, on the latent pFej ;. 

As in the fun the circKag covey ba& 

Their varied pkuneSf and watchfiil ev'ry wayv- 

Thro* the rough ftohUe tern the ieerot eye. 

Caught in the meihy fnare, in vain they beat 570 

Their idle wtngs^ intangkd moee and noore-t 

Nor on the furges of the boundlefs air,. 

Tho' borne triumphanr^ are they fafe ;. the guar 

Gkpc^d juft^ and fudden, from the fowler's eye 

Overtakes their founding pinions p and again,. 575 

Immediate, brings them from the towering vmg. 

Dead to. the ground ; or drives them wide'-difpers'dr 

Wounded^ and wheeling various,, dowa the vmuL.. 

T»ESE are not fub^e^ ^r the peaceful mule,. 
Nor will ihe llain with fueh her fpotlefs fong ; 3 So 

Then moft delighted,, when (he fbcial fees. 
The whole mi&'d animaLrcreation roun<l 
Alive, and h^ppy.. *l^s not joy t© her, 
This falfely cheerful barb'rous game of death ;: 
This rage of pteafure^ which the reftlcfs youth 58^ 
Awakes,, impatient, with the gleaming morn *r 
When bcafts of prey retire, that all. night long, 
Urg'd by neceflity, had rang'd the dark, 
As if their confcious ravage ihunnM the lights ^ 
Afham^d. Not fo the fte^dy tyrant Man, 3^ 

Who with the thoughtkfs infolence of pow'r* 
Infiam'd, beyond the moft infuriate wratk 
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Of the worft monfter that e'er roam'd the wafte, 

For fport alone puribes the cruel chace. 

Amid the beamings of the gentle days. 395 

Upbraid, ye rav'ning tribes, our wanton rage, 

For hunger kindles yon, and lawlefs want ; 

But lavilh fed, in Nature's bounty roli*d. 

To joy at anguifh, and delight in blood. 

Is what your horrid bofbms never knew. 400- 

Poor is the triumph o'er the timid hare ! 
Scar'd from the com, and now to fome lone ieat 
Iletir'd : the rufhy fen ; the ragged furze, 
Rtretch'd o'er the ftony heath ; the ftubble chapt ; 
The thiftly lawn ; the thick entangl'd broom ; 405. 
Of the fame friendly hue, the wit her 'd fern j 
I'he fallow ground laid ^pen to the fun, 
Conco£tive ; and the nodding fandy bank. 
Hung o'er the mazes of the mountain brook. 
Vain is her beft precaution j tho' Ihe fits 410 

ConceaPd, with folded ears, unileeping eyes, 
By Nature rais'd to take the horizon in ; 
And head couch'd clofe betwixt her hairy feet. 
In adt to fpring away. - The fcented dew 
Betrays her early labyrinth ; and deep, 415 

In fcatter'd fullen op'nings, far behind, 
With ev'ry breeze Ihe hearfe the coming ftorm. 
But nearer, and more frequent, as it loads 
The fighing gale, Ihc fprings amaz'd, and all 
The favage foul of game is up at once : 420^. 

The pack full-op'ning, various 5 the ihrill horn- 
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Refoundcd from the hills ; the neighixig ileedr 
Wild for the cliuce ; and the loud huojCer's ibout ; 
O'er a weak, h^rmlefsy flying creature^ aU 
Mi^'d ii^ mad tumult» and diicordant joy. 425 

Ths fiag tooy fingled from the herd, where loog 
He rang'd the bnmching monarch of the ihades* 
Sefore the teinpeft drives. At firft, in fpeed 
Hey fprightly, puts his faith ; and, rous'd by fear^ ~ 
Gives all hi$ fwift aerial fou) to flight ; 430 

Agaiuft tlie bree7.e he darts^ that way the more 
To leave the lefs'ning murderous cry behind ; 
Deception ihort ! ^ho' fketer than the winds 
Blown o'er the kecn«-air'd mountain by the north* 
He burfls the thickets* glances thro' the glades* 435^ 
And plunges deep into die Vildeft wood ; 
If flow* yet fure, adhefive to the track 
Hot-fteaming* up behind him come agaia 
Th' inhuman rogt* and from thjB ibs^y dfptih 
Expel him, circling thro' his ev'ry fliift, 44af 

He fweeps the foreft oft j and fobbing fees 
The glades, mild opening to- the golden day i 
Where, in kind conteft, with his. butting friends 
He wont to ftruggle, or his loves ei^oy. 
Oit in the full-delcending f]ood he tries 44jr 

To lofe t.he fcent, and lave hi^ burnic^ fides : 
Oft feeks the herd ; th« watehfvl herd akrm'd. 
With felfifti'care avpid a brother's woe^ 
What Ihail he do I His once fo vivid nerves* ' 

60 full of buoyant fpirit» now ao owte 4S<* 
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Infpire the coiirfe ; but fainting brcathtefs toil, 

Sicky feizes on his heart : he flands at bay ; 

And puts his iaftjnreak refuge in defpair. 

The big round tears run down his dappied fkce ; 

He groans in anguifh ^ while the growling pack, 45$ 

JBIood-^^py« hang at his fair jutting chefti 

And mark bis beauteous thecker'd fides with gore. 

Of this enough; But if the filvan youth, 
Whofe fervent blood boih into violence, 
V^M^ have the chaee $ behold, de^pifing fKght, 460 
The roiis'd*up Hon, reiblute, and flow, 
Adyancii^ ^U on the protended fpear. 
And coward-band, that circling wheel aloof. 
Slunk from the cavern, and the troiiMed wood, 
See the grim wolf; on him liis Iha^gy fcfo 465 

Vindiaive fix, and let the ruffian die : 
Or, growling horrid, as the brindled boar 
Orins fell definition, to the monger's heart 
Let the dart lighten, from the nervous arm. 

These Britain knows not ; give^ yeBRiTAiNs,then 
Your fportive fury, pitylefs, to pour 47 1 

Loofe oh the nightly robber of the fold : 
Him, from his craggy winding haunts unearth'd, 
Let all the thunder of the chace purfue. 
Throw the broad ditch behind you ; o'er the hedge, 
High^bound, refiftlefs ; nor the deep morafs . 476 
Refufe, but thro' the ihaking wildernefs 
^ick ybur nice way; iato the perilous flood 
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Bear fearldsy of the raging inftmft fbll ; 

And as you ride the torrent, to the banks 4^^ 

Your triumph ibiuid fonorous, running rounds 

From rock to rock, in circling echos toft ; 

Then Icale the mountains to their woody tops ; 

Rufh down the dang'rous ftcep ; and o'er the lawn* 

In fancy fwallowing up the ipace between, 485 

Pour all your fpeed into the rapid game. 

For happy he ! who tops the wheeling chace ; 

Has ev'ry maze evolv'd, and ev'ry guile 

Difclos'd ; who knows the merits of the pack ; 

Who faw the vtilain feiz'd, and dying hard, 490 

Without complaint, tho' by an hundred mooths 

Relentlefs torn : O glorious he, beyond 

His daring peers I when the retreating horn 

Calls them to ghoftly halls dF grey renown, 

With woodland honours grac'd ; the fox's fur, 495 

Depending decent from the roof; and fpread 

Roimd the drear wails, with antic figures fierce. 

The flag's large front : he then is loudeft heard^ { 

When the night daggers with feverer toils, J 

With feats Tkeffalian Centaurs never knew, joo J 

And their repeated wonders ihake the dome* 

But firft the fuel'd chimney blazes wide ; 
The tankards foam, and the ftrong table groaas 
Beneath the fmoaking firloin, (Irctch'd imm^ife 
From fide to fide ; in which, with dcfp'rate knife, 50J 
They deep incifion make, and talk the while 
Of £n gland's glory, ne'er to be defac'd 
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WHle hence 4Jiey borrow vigour : or amain 

Into the pafty piong'd, at intervais. 

If ftomach keen can intervals allow, 516 

Relating all the glories -of the chace* 

Then fated Hunger bids his lH*other l^hirji 

Produce the mighty bowl; the mighty bow]. 

Swelled high with fiery juice» fteams liberal rounds 

A potent gale« delicious, as the breath 515 

Of Maia to the lore^-iick fhepherdefs. 

On violets difius'd, while foft (he hears 

Her paating Ihepherd dealing to her arms. 

Nor wanting is the brown Odober, drawn. 

Mature and perfect, from his dark retreat 52^ 

Of thirty years ; and now his honefl: front 

Flames in the light refulgent, not afraid 

Ev'n with the vineyard*s beft produce to Tie. 

To cheat the thirfty moments, Whift a while 

Walks his dull round, beneath a cloud of fmoak, 525 

Wteath'd, fragrant, from the pipe 1 or the quick dice, 

In thunder leaping from the box, awake 

The (bunding gammon : while romp-loving mifs 

Is haul'd^bout, in gallantry robulU 

At laft thefe puling idlen^es laid 530 

Afide, frequent and ftdl, the dry divan 
Clofe in firm circle ; and fet, ardent, in 
For ferious drinking- Nor evafion fly. 
Nor fober fliift, is to the puking wretfch 
Indulged apart ; but earn^ft, brimming bowls ^35 
Lave ev'ry foul, the table floating round, 

Vou L Si 
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And pavement, faithlefs to the fuddled fooc 

Thus as they fwim in mutual fwill» the talk, 

Tocifcrous at once from twenty tongues, 559 

•Reels faft from theme to themes from horfes^ hounds. 

To church or miftrefs, politics or ghofl. 

In endlefs mazes, intricate* perplex'd. 

Mean-time, with fudden intenruption, loud* 

Th' impatient catch burfts from the joyous heart j 

That moment touched is ev'ry kindred foul ; 54$ 

And, opening in a fuH-mouth*d Cry of joy. 

The laugh, the flap, tlie jocund curfe go rcuind % 

While, from their {lumbers ihook, the kennel'd hounds 

Mix in the mufic of the day {|gain- 

As when the tempeA* that has ^rex'd the deep* ^Q 

The dark night long, with fainter murmurs falls s 

f>o gradual fmks thar nurth. Their feeble tcmgues. 

Unable to take up tht cumbrous word. 

Lie quite diflblv*d. Before their maudlin eyeSf 

Seen dim, and blue» the double tapers dance» ^$^ 

Like the fun wading thro' the mifty fky. 

Then, Aiding foft, they drop. Confused above, 

Cla/Tes and bottles, pipes and gazetteers. 

As if the table even itfelf was drunk, 

Lie a wet broken fcene ; and wide, below, 560 

Is heap*d the focial flaughter \ where ailride 

The liihher Po^*r in filthy triumph fits, 

Slumbrous, inclining ftill from fide to fide. 

And fieeps them drench'd in potent fleep till morn« 

Perhaps fome dodor, of tremendous paunchy $^S 

Awful and deep, a black abyis of drink. 



AUTUMN. 135 

Outlives them all ; a^d from his bury*d flock 
Retiring, full of rumination fad, 
Laments the weaknefs of thefe latter times. 

But if the rougher fex hj this fierce fport 570 

Is hurry'd wild, let not fuch horrid joy 
E'er (lain the bofom of the British Fair*^ 
Far be the fpirit of the chace from them ! 
Uncomely courage, unbefeeming fkill ; 
' To fpring the fence> to rein the prancing fteed ; 57 j 
The cap, the whip, the mafculine attire ; 
In which they roughen to the fenfe, and all 
The winning foftneis of their fex is loft. 
In them 'tis graceftd to diffolve at woe ; 
With ev'ry motion, cv'ry word, to wave 580- 

Quick o'er the kindling cheek the ready blttfb ^ 
And from the fmalleft violence to flirink 
Unequal, then the loyelteft in theic fears ; 
And by this filent adulation, foft» 
To their prote^on more engaging Maoi. 585. 

O may their eyes no miferabl^ fight, 
Save weeping lovers, fee ! a nobler game. 
Thro* Love's enchanting wiles pudu'd, yet fled. 
In chace ambiguous. May their tender limbs 
Float in the loofe.fimplicity of drefs I 59a 

And, faftiion'd all to harmony, alone 
Know they to feize the captivated foul, 
In rapture warbled from love-breathing lips ; - 
To teach the iute to languiih ; with fmoothflep^:, 
M-Z. * 
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Dlfclofing motion in its ev'ry chariDy 595 

To fivim along, and fwell the mazy dance ; 

To train the foliage o'er the fhowy lawn ; 

To guide the pencil, turn the tuneful page ; 

To lend pew flavour to the fruitful year, 

And heighten Nature's dainties : in their race 600 

To rear their graces into fecond life *p 

To give Society its higheft tafte ; 

Well-order'd home Man's bed delight to make ; 

And by fubmiilive wifdom, modcft (kill, 

With ev'ry gentle care -eluding art, 60 j 

To raife the virtues, animate the blifs, 

And fweeten all the toils of human life : 

This be the female dignity, and praife. 

Ye fwains now haften to the hazeUbank $ 609 

Where, down yon dale, the wildly- winding brook 
Falls hoarfe from fteep to fteep. In clofe array. 
Fit for the thickets and the tangling fhrub, 
Ye virgins come. For you their lateft fong 
The woodlands raife ; the cluft'ring nuts for you 
The lover finds amid the fecret fhade ; 6tS 

And, where they bumilli on the topmoft bough. 
With a<flive vigour crulhes down the tree j 
Or jhakes them ripe from the refigning hu(k, 
A glofly fhow'r, and of an ardent brown, 
As are the ringlets of Melinda's hair : 62Q 

Me LINDA i form'd with ev'ry grace complete, 
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Yet thefe negledling, , above beauty wife. 
And far txanfceiiding fueh a vulgar praife. 

Hence from the bufy joy-refoundmg fields, 
Ih cheerful scrror, let us tread the maze 625 

Of Autumnv unconfin'd j?and tafte, revived. 
The breath of orchard big with bending fruit. 
Obedient to the breeze and beating ray, 
From the deep-loaded bough a mellow flio\fr*r 
Inceflant melts away. The juicy pear 630 

Lies, - in a foft profufion, fcatter -d round. • 
A various fweetnefs fwells the gentle race ; - 
By Nature's all-refining, hand prepar'd ; . 
Of tempered fun, and water, earth, . and air, 
In ever-changing compofition mixt. - ^iS 

Such, falling frequent thro' the chiller night, 
The fragrant (lores^ . the wide -proje<fbed. heaps • 
Of apples, which the lufty-handed year, . 
Innum'rous, o'er the bkiftiing orchard Ihakes. 
A various fpirit, frcfh, delicious, keen, 640" 

Dwells in> their gelid ppres ; -and, aftivc, points 
The piercing^cyder for the thirfty tongue : 
Thy nathe th^mCf and boon infpirer too. 
Philips, Pomona^ s bardj the fecond thou 
Who nobly duril, in rhyme-unfctter'd verfe, 645 ^ 

With British freedom fing the British fong:. 
How, from Silurian vats, high-fparkling wines 
Foam in tranfparent floods ; fome flrong, to cheer 
The wintry revels of the lah'ring hind ; 
And tafteful fome, to cool the fummer-hours. - 650- 

M3 
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In this glad feafon, while his fweeteft beams 
The fun Iheds equal o'er the mceken'd day ; 
Oh lofe me in the green delightful walks 
Of, DoDiNGTDN, thy feat, fcrene and plain ; 
Where fimple Nature reigns ; and ev'ry view, ^^S 
Diffuilve, fpreads the pure Dorfetian downs. 
In boundlefs profpcd ; yonder ihagg'd with wood, 
Here rich with harveft, and there white with Hocks! 
Mean time the grandeur of thy lofiy doxne, 
Far-fplendid, feizes on the ravifh'd eye. 660 

New beauties riie with each revolving day ;. 
New columns fwell ; and ftill the freih fpring finds 
New plants to quicken»_ahd new groves to grecn^ 
Full of thy genius all ! the Mufes' feat i 
Where in the fecrct bow'r,. and winding walk,: ^5 
Fpr virtuous You no and thee they twine the bay* 
Here wand'ring oft, fir'd with the reftkfs thirft 
Of thy applauie, I folitary court 
Th' infpiring breexe : and meditate the book 
Of Nature ever open ; aiming thence, ^ 670 

Warm from the heart, to learn the moral fong. 
Here, as I deal along the funny wall, 
Where Autumn ba(ks, with fruit empurpled deep> 
My pleafmg theme continual prompts my thought : 
Prefents the downy peach ; the fhining plumb ; 675 
The ruddy, fragrant iie^arine ; and dark, 
Beneath his ample leaf, the lufcious fig. 
The vine too here her curling tendrils (hoots ; 
Hangs out her clufters, glowing to the fouth j 
And fqarccly wifhes for a warmer flty. 6^ 
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TunN we a moment Fancy's rapid flight 
To vig'rous ibils, and climes of fair extent ; 
Where, by the potent fun elated high. 
The vineyard iwells refulgent on the day ; 
Spreads o'er the vale ; or up the mountain climbs, 
Profiife ; and drinks amid the funny rocks,. 686 

From cliff to cliff encreas'd,. the heighten'd blaze. 
Low bend the weighty boughs* The duilers dear, . 
Half thro' the foliage feen, or ardent. flame. 
Or Ihine tranfparent ;» while perfedion breathes- 699 
White o'er the turgent fidm the living dew. 
As thus they brighten with exalted juice, 
Touch'd into flavour by the mingling ray ;:.. 
The rural youth and virgins o'er the field,. 
Each fond, for each, to cull th' autumnal prime, Cg.f* 
Exulting rove, and fpeak the vintage, nigh. 
Then comes the crufliing fwain ; the country floats, «. 
And foams unbounded with the mafhy flood ;.. 
That by degrees fermented, and refin'd^ 
Round the raised nations pours the cup of -joy t 70a 
The claret fmooth, red as the lip we prcfs 
In fparkling fancy, while we drain the bowl ; 
The mellow-tafted burgundy y and quick,. 
As is the wit it gives, the gay champaign*. 

Now, by the cool declining year condens'd, 705 
Befcend the copious exhalations, chcck'd 
As up the middle fky unfeen they dole. 
And roll the doubling fogs around the hill. 
No more the mountain, horrid, vaft, fu^liaie» , 
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Who pours a fweep of rivers from his fides, 7 10 

And high between contending kingdoms rears 

The rocky long divifipn, filb the view 

With great variety ; but in a night 

0f gathering vapour, from the baffled ienfe 

Sinks dark and. dreary. Thence expanding far, 715^: 

The huge dufk, gradual, fwallows up the plains 

Vaniih'the woods ;. the dim-feen river fecms - 

Sullen, and flow,, to roll the mifty wave, 

Ev'n in the height of noon oppreft,. the fun- 

Sheds weak, and blunt, j his wide^refrafted ray ; 720 

Whence glai-ing oft, with many a broaden'd orfe> 

Me frights the nations. . Ittdillin<5l on earth. 

Seen thro' the turbid air, beyond the life 

Objects appear ;: and,' wilder'd, o'er the waftd- 

The fhepherd ftalks gigantic Till at laft 7?5. 

Wreath'd dun around, in deeper, circles ftilfT 

Succeflxve clofmg, fits the gen'ral fog 

Unbounded o'er the world; and, mingling thick, 

A formlefs grey . confufion covers alL 

As when of old (fo fung.the Hebrew Bard)» ^3P 

Light, uncollefted, thro'the chaos urg'd 

Its infant way ; nor Order yet had drawn 

His lovely train from out the dulnoUs gloom. - 

These roving mifts, that conftant now begin t 
To fmoak along. Uie hilly country, thefe, f 35 

With, weighty rains, and melted Alpine filows, . 
The mountain-eiftcrns fill, thofe ample ftores 
Q{ watex", fcoop'd among the hollow rocks ;« 
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\^Tience gufh the dreams, the-ceafelefs fountains play. 

And their unfailing wealth the rivers draw. 740 

Some fages fay, that, where the num'rous wave 

For ever lafhes the Tefounding fhore, 

Driird thro* the fandy ftratura, ev'ry way. 

The waters with the fandy ftratum rife ; 

Amid whole angles infinitely ftrain'd, 745 

They joyful leave their jaggy falts behind. 

And clear and fweeten, as they foak along. 

Nor (lops the reftlefs fluid, mounting ftill. 

Though oft amidft th' irriguous vale it fprings ; 

But to the mountain courted by the fand, 750 

That leads it darkling on in faithful maze. 

Far from the parent-main, it boils again 

Frefh into day, and all the glitt'ring hill 

Is bright with fpouting rills. But hence this- vain 

Amufive dceam ! why (hould the waters love 755 

To take £0 far a journey to the hills. 

When the fwcet vallies offer to their toll 

Inviting quiet, and a nearer bed ? 

Or if, by blind ambition led aftray, 

They muft afpire ; why fhould they fudden flop 760 

Among the broken mountain's ruiliy dells. 

And, ere they gain its higheft peak, defcit 

Th' attra<ftive fand tliat charm'd their courfe fo long ? 

Bcfides, the hard agglomerating falts. 

The fpoil of ages, would impervious choak 765 

Their fecret channels ; or, by flow degrees. 

High as the hills protrude the fwelling vales : 

Old Ocean too, fuck'd through the porous globe. 
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Had long ere now forfook his horrid -feed. 

And brought Deucalion* s watry times again. 77a 

Say then, where lurk the vaft eternal iprings^ 
That, like creating Nature, lie conceal'd 
From mortal eye, yet with their kivi(h (lores 
Refrefti the globe, and all its joyous tribes ? 
O thou pervading. G^wa/, given to Man, 775 

To trace the fecrets of the dark abyfs, 
O lay the mountains bare ! and wide di^lay j 

Their hidden ftru^ure to th* aftonifli'd view I 
Strip from the branching j^lfs their piny load % 
The huge incumbrance of horrific woods 7^0 

From j^Jian Taurus^ from Imaus ftretch'd 
Athwart the roving Tartarus fallen bound* ! 
Give op'ning Hemut to my fearching eye,. 
And high Olympus pouring many a ilream ! 
O from the foxmding fummits of the north, 785 

The D'sfrtne HtlUf thro* Scandanavia roU'd 
To fartheft Lapland and the frozen main \ 
From lofty Caucafus^ far-feen by thofe 
Who in the Cafpian and black Euxine toil y 
From cold Riphean Rocksy which the wild Rufs 790 
Belivcs the * Jiony girdle of the world ; 
And all the dreadful mountains, wrapt in florm, 
Whence wide Siberia driws her lonely floods ; 
O fweep th' eternal fnows ! Hung o*er the deep, 

• The Mofcoviies call the Riphean Mountains U^e)lht Camenypapy 
that is, the great Jiony Cirdle ; bccaufe ihcy fuppofc them to ea» 
compais the whole eaitb. 



J 



AUTUMN. 143 

rhat ever works^ beneath his founding bafe, 795 

Bid Atlas^ propping heaven, as Poets feign* 

fils fubterranean wonders ipread ! unveil 

The miny caverns, blazing on the day, 

Of Abyffi titans cloud-coropelling cliffs, 

And of the bending * Mountains of the Moon ! 800 

O'ertopping all thefe giant*fons of earth, 

Let the dire Andes^ from the radiant Line 

Stretch'd to the ftormy feas that thunder round 

The fbtithem pole, their hideous deeps imfold i 

Amazing fcene ! Behold ! the glooms difclofe, 805 

I fee the rivers in their infant beds ! 

Beep, deep I hear them, laboring to get fircc ! 

1 fee the leaning ftrata, artful rang'd ; 

The gaping fiflures to receive t^e rains. 

The mdting fnows, and ever-dripping fogs, 810 

Strow'd bibulous above I fee the fands, 

The pebbly gravel next, the layers then 

Of mingled moulds, of more retentive earths. 

The guttered rocks and nuizy-running clefts ; 

That, while the Healing moifture they tranfmit, 815 

Retard its motion, and forbid its wade. 

Beneath th* inceflant weeping of thefe drains, 

I fee the rocky iiphons (Iretch'd immenfe. 

The mighty refervoirs, of harden'd chalk. 

Or ftiff-compadled clay, capacious fonn*d, 820 

O'erflowing thence, the congregated ftores, 

The cryftal treafures of the liquid world, 

• A range of OKHintains in Africa^ tkat furround almoft all Mtf- 



X44 AUTUMN. 

Thro* the ftirr'd iands a bubbling paffage burft 5 
And welling out, around the middle deep, 
Or from the boUoms of the bofom'd hills, S25 

In pure effufion flow. United, thus, 
Th* exhaling fun, the vapour burden'd air. 
The gelid mountains, that to rain condens'd 
Thefe vapours in continual current draw, 
' And fend them, o'er the fair divided earth, 830 

In bounteous rivers to the deep again, 
A focial commerce hold, and firm fupport 
The full-adjufted Jbarmony of things. 

When Autumn fcatters his departing gleams, 
Wam'd of approaching Winter, gathered, play 835 
The iwallow-people ; and tofs'd wide around, 
0*er the calm Iky, in convolution fwiftj 
The feather'd eddy floats : rejoicing once. 
Ere to their wintry flumbers they retire ; 
In clviflers clung, beneath the mouldring bank, 840 
And where, unpierc'd by froft, the cavern iweats, 
C^ rather into warmer climes convey'd. 
With other kindred birds of feafon, there 
They twitter cheerful, till the vernal months 
Invite them welcome back: for, thronging, ]K)W 845 
Innum'rous wings are in commotion all. 

Where the Rhine lofes Ins majefiiic force 
In Belgian plains, won from the raging deep. 
By diligence amazing, and the ftron^; 
Unconquerable hand of Liberty, ^5^ 
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The ftork-a^Jliembly meets ; for many a day, 
Confulting deep, and vaiiQUSy ere they take 
Their arduous voyage thro' the liquid iky. 
And now their rout defign'd, their leaders chofe. 
Their tribes adjuftedv cleaa'd their vig'rous wings ; 85^ 
And many a circle, many a ihort efTay, 
Wheel'd round and round, in congregation ildl 
The figur'd flight afcends ; and, riding high 
The aerial billows, mixes -with the clouds. 

Or where the ^orth^n ocean, in vaft whirls, 8^0 
Boils round the naked mdancholy ifles 
Of fartheft Thute, and th' Atlantic forge - 
Potirs in amoi\g Jthe ftormy Hebrides ; 
Who can recount what tranfmigrations thci'e 
Are annual made ? what nations come and go ? 865 
And how the living clouds on clouds arifei 
Infinite wings 1 till all the plume-dark air. 
And rude xelbundin^ fhore are one wild cry. 

Here the plain harmlefs native his fmall flock, 
And herd diminutive of many hues, 870 

Tends on ihe little ifland's verdant fwell, 
The (hcpherd's fea-girt reign ; or, to the rocks 
Dire-clinging, gathers his ovarioiis food ; 
Or fweeps the filhy fliore ; or treafures up 
The plumage, rifing full, to form the bed 875 

\ Of luxury. And here a while the Mufe, 
I High hov'ri^g o'er the broad cerulean fcene, 

Sees Caledonia, in romantic view; 
L Vol. I, N 
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Her airy mountains^ from the wavu^g main» 
Inverted with a keen difFufive (ky, 8So 

Breathing the foul acute ; her forefts huge, 
Inculty robully and tall» by Nature's hand 
Planted of old ; her azui^e lakes between, 
Pour'd out extenfive, and of watry weakh 
Full ; winding deep, and green, her fertile yales ; 885 
With many a cool tranflucent brimming Hood 
Wa(K*d lovely, from the T'weed (pure parent Jlream^ 
Wliofe paft'ral banks firft heard my Doric reed, 
' With, fylvan Jed^ thy tributary brook) 
To where the north-inflated tempeft foams 890 

O'er Oreads or Betubiufu's highell peak : 
Nurfe of a people, in misfortune's fchool 
Train'd up to hardy deeds ; foon viiited 
By Learnings when before the Gothic rage 
She took her weftern flight. A manly race, 89J 

pf unfubmitting fpirit, wife, and brave ; 
Who ftill thro' bleeding ages ftruggled hard, 
(As well mihappy Wallace can atteft. 
Great patriot -hero ! ill-requited chief !) 
To hold a gen'rous undiminiih'd ftate ; 900 

Too much in vain ! Hence bf unequal bounds 
Impatient, and by tempting glory borne 
O'er ev'ry land, for ev'ry land their life 
Has flow'd profufe, their piercing genius plann'd. 
And fwell'd the pomp of peace their faithful toil, 905 
As from their own clear north, in radiant ftreams. 
Bright over Europe burfls tlie Boreal Morn* 
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0» IS there not fome patriot, in whofe pow'r 
That befl, that godlike Luxury is plac'd. 
Of blefling thoufands^ thoufands yet unborn, 91a 

Thro' late pofterity ? fomc> large of foul. 
To cheer dejedled induftry ? to gtve 
A double harveft to the pining fwain ? 
And teach the lab'ring hand the fwcets of toil ? 
How, by the fineft art, the native robe 915 

To weave ; how, white as hyperborean fnow, 
To form the lucid lawn ; with vent'rous oar 
How to dalh wide the billow ; nor look on,. 
Shamefully paflive, while Batavian fleets 
Defraud us of the glitt'riug finny fwarms, 920- 

That heave our friths,, and croud upqn our (hores ; 
How all-eniiv'ning trade to roufe, and wing 
The profp'rous fail, from evVy growing port, 
Uninjur'd, round the fea-encirdled globe ; 
And thus, in foul united as in name, giy 

Bid Britain reign the miftrefs of the deep ? 

Yes, there are fuch. And full on thee, Argyle, 
Her hope, her ftay, her darling, and her boaft. 
From her firft patriots and her heroes fprung, 
Thy fond imploring Country turns her eye ; 930 

In thee, with all a mother's triumph, fees 
Her ev'ry virtue, ev'ry grace combined, 
Her genius, wifdom, her engaging turn. 
Her pride of honour, and her courage try'd, 
Calm, and intrepid, in the very throat 935- 

Of fulph'rous war, on Tenier\ dreadful field.. 

N.2. 
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Nor lefs the palm of peace inwreathes thy brow r 

For, powerful as thy fwordy from thy rich tongue 

Perfuafioo flgws, and wins the high debate ; 

While mixM in thee combine the charm of youth, 940 

The force of manhood, and the depth of age. 

Thee, Forbes, too, whom ev'ry worth attends. 

As truth- fmcerc, as weeping friendfhip kind. 

Thee, truly genVous, and in filencc great. 

Thy country feels thro* her reviving arts, 945 

Plann'd by thy wifdom, by thy foul inform'd ; 

And feldom has fhe known a friend like thee» 

But fee the fading many-colour'd woods, 
Shade deepening over fhade, the country round 
Inibrowii ; a crowded umbrage, dufk, and dun, 950 
Of ev*ry hue, from wan declining green 
To footy dark. Thefe now the Jonefome Mufe, 
X.Qw-whifp*ring, lead into their leaf-ftrown walks. 
And give the feafon in its lateft view. 

M&ANTiME, light-fliadowing all, a fober calm 955 
Fleeces unbounded ether ; whofe leaft wave 
Stands tremulous, uncertain where to turn 
The gentle ciuTcnt : while illumiii'd wide. 
The dewy-lkirted clouds imbibe the fun. 
And thro' their lucid veil his foften'd force 960 

Shed o'er tlie peaceful world. Then is the time. 
For thofe. whom wifdom and whom Nature charm. 
To fteal themfelves from the degenerate croud, 
Aud foar abiove this little fcene of things ;. 
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To tread loig-tlienghted vice beneath their feet ; 96^ 
To Ibothe the throbbing paffions into peace ; 
And woo lone ^iet in her filent walks.. 

Thus folitary, and in penfive guife, 
©ft let me wander o'er the ruffct mead. 
And thro' the fadden'd grove, where fcarce is heard 970 
One dying ftrain, to cheer the woodman's toiL 
Haply fome widow'd fongfter pours his plaint,. 
Far, in faint warblings, thro' the tawny copfe; 
While congregated thruihes, linnets, larks. 
And each wild throat, whofe artleis ftrains {6 late 975 
Sweli'd all the mufic of the fwarming ihades, 
Robb'd of their tuneful fouls, now fhiv'ring fit 
On the dead tree, a dull defpondent flock j 
With not a brightnefs- waving o'er their plumes. 
And nought fave chatt'ring difcord" in their note. 980 * 
O let not, aim'd from fome inhuman eye. 
The gun the mufic of the coming year 
Deftroy; and harmlefs, unfufpeAing harm,. 
Lay the weak tribes a miferable prey, ' 

fn mingled murder,, flutt'rijog on the ground !J- 985? 

The pale defcending year, yet pleafing ftill,. 
A gentler mood infpires ; for now the leaf 
Inceffant nifties from the mournful grove ; . 
Oft ftartling fuch as, ftudious, walk below,. 
And flowly circles thro' the waving air. 990^ 

But fhould a quicker breeze amid the boughs 
Sob, o'er the fky the leafy deluge ftreams;. 
N 3 
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Till choak'dy and matted wiih the dreary ihow'r, 

The forefl-walks, at ev'ry rifing gak, 

Roll wide the withered wade, aad whifUe bleak. 995 

FJcd is the blafted verdure of the fields ^ 

And, Ihrunk Into their beds, the flow'ry race 

Their funny robes refign. Ev'n what remats'd. 

Of ftronger fruits falls from .the naked tree ; 

And woods, fields, gardens, orchards, all around 1000 

The defolatcd profpe<Et thrills the foul.. 

Ht comes! he comes J in ev'ry breeze the Pow'k 
Of Philosophic Melancholy comes I 
His near approach the fudden-ftarting tear, 
The glowing cheek, the mild dejeded air^ 1005* 

The foften'd feature, and the beating heart, 
Pierc'd deep with many a virtuous pang, declare, 
O'er all the foul his facred influence breathes ! 
Inflames imagination 5 thro' the breaft 
Infufes ev'ry tend^mefs ; and far 10 10 

Beyond dim earth exalts the fwelling thought. 
Ten thoufand thoufend fleet ideas, fuch 
As never mingled with the vulgar dream, 
Croud faft into the Mind's creative eye. 
A?Xaft the correfpondent paflicns rile, 1015 

As varied, and as high : Devotion rais'd 
To rapture, and dtA^ine aftonlfliment j 
Tlie love of Natxu^e unccgjfei'd, and, chief. 
Of human race 5 thelarge ambitious wiih. 
To make them blefl; the figh for fuff 'ring worth 1020 
Loft in obfcurity ; the noble fcorn 
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Of tyrant-pride > the fearlefs great refolve ; 

The wonder which the dying patriot draws, 

Infpiring glory thro' reraoteft time j. 

Til' awalcen'd. throb. for virtue, and for fame; 1,025 

The fympathies of love,, and fricndfhip dear ; 

With. all. the focUil Offspring of the heart.. 

Oh bear me then to vafl: embowVing Ihades,. 
To twilight groves, and vifionary vales ; 
To weeping grottoes, and prophetic glooms ; 103Q 
Where angel forms athwart the .folemn dufk, 
Tremendous fweep, or feem to fwecp along ; . 
And voices more than human, .thro' the void > 
Deep-founding, feize th'. enthufiailic ear ! . 

Or is this gloom too much ? Then lead, y^ ppw'rsj 
That o'er the garden and the rural feat 103$ 

Prefide, which fhining thro' the cheerful land 
In countlefs numbers bleft Britannia fees 5 . 
O lead me to the wide-extended-walks. 
The fair majellic paradife of St owe * ! ' 1040 

Not Perfian Cyrus on lonia^s Ihore 
E'er faw fuch filvan fcenes ; fuch various art 
By genius fir'd> fuch ardent genius tam'd 
By cool judicious art ; that, in the ftrife, 
AU-beauteous Nature fears to be outdone. 1045 

And there, O Pitt, thy country's early boaft 
There let me fit beneath the fhelter'd Ilopes, 
Or in that Temple \ where, in future times, 

* The feat of the Lord Vifcount Cobham. 
t The Temple of Virtue ia Stow€-Gardens» 
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Thou well fhalt merit a diftingiiifli'd nnme ; 

A nd, with thy converfe bleft, catch the lad imiles 1 05c 

Of Autumn beaming o'er the yellow woods. 

While there with- thee th* enchanted round I walk. 

The regulated wild, gay Fancy then 

Will tread in thought the groves of Aftic Land ; 

Will from thy ftandard'tafte refine her own, 1055 

Gorredl her pencil to the pureft truth 

Of Nature, or, the unimpaifibn'd fhades 

Forfaking, raife it to the human' mind. 

Or if hereafter fhe, with jufter hand,. 

Shall draw the tragic fceUe,, inftruft her thou, lo6a 

To mark the varied movements of the heart, 

What^every decent charafter requires, 

And cv^ry pafiion {peaks : Q thro' her ftraiU' 

Breathe thy pathetic eloquence ! that moulds 

Th* attentive fenate, charms, perfuades, ^alts, 1065 

Of honeft zeal th** indignant lightning throws. 

And fhake§ corruption on her venal throne.. 

While thus we talk, and thro^ Ely/tan Vales 

Delighted rove, perhaps a figh efcapes r 

What pity Cob ham, thou thy verdapt files 1070 

Of order'd trees ftiouldft here inglorious range, 

Inftead of fquadrons flaming o*er the field, 

And long embattled hofts ! when the prpud foe 

The faithlefs vain difturber of mankind, 

Infulting Gaul^ has rous'd the world to war; 1075 

When keen, once more, within their bounds to prefs 

Thofe polijCh'd. robbers, thofe 2«nbitious flaves, 
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The British Youth would hail thy wife command^ 
Thy tempered ardor and thy vet'ran fkill. 

The weftem fun withdraws the fliorten'd day; 1080 
And humid ev'ning, gliding o'er the iky, 
III her chill progrefs, to the ground condensed 
The vapours throws. Where creeping waters ooze, - 
Where marfhes ftagnate, and where rivers wind, 
Clufter the rolling fogs, and fwim along 1085 

The dufky inantled lawn. Mean-while the moon 
Full^orb'd, and breaking thro' the fcatter'd clouds, 
Shews her broad vifage in the crimfon'd eaft* 
Turn'd to the fun diredl, her fpotted diik, 
Where mountains rife, umbrageous dales defcend, logm 
And caverns deep, as optic tube defcries, 
A fmaller earth, gives us his blaze again, 
Void of its flame, and (beds a fbfter day. 
Now thro' the paffing cloud flie feems to (loop, 
Now up the pure cerulean rides fublime. '^95 

Wide the pale deluge floats, and ftreaming mild 
O'er the fky'd mountain to the fhadowy vale. 
While rocks and floods refleft the quiv'ring gleam. 
The whole air whitens with a boundlefs tide 
Of filver radiance, trembling round the world. 1 1 oa 

But when half blotted from the iky her light, 
Fainting, permits the ftarry fires to burn 
With keener luftre thro' the depth of heav'n ; 
Or near extinifl her deaden'd orb appears, 
And fcarce appears, cf fickly beamlefs white j 1 105 
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Oft in this feaibn, filent from the north 
A blaze of meteors fKoots : enfweeping firft 
The lower (kies, they all a,t once converge 
High to the crown of heav'n» and all at o&ce 
Relapfing quick as quickly reafcend, iiit 

And mix, and thwart^ extinguiih, and renew. 
All ether courfing in a maze of light. 

From look to look, contagious thro* the crowd. 
The panic runs, and into wondrous fhapes 
Th* appearance throws : Armies in meet array, 1 1 1 j 
Throng'd with aerial fpears, and deeds of fire f 
Till the long lines of full-extended war 
In bleeding fight commixty the fanguine flood 
Rolls a broad ilaughter o'er the plaii^ of heav'n. 
As thus they fcan the vifionary fcene, xi20 

On all fidts iwells the fuperftitious din. 
Incontinent ; and bufy frenzy talks^ 
Of blood and battle ; cities overturned,, 
And late at night in fwallowing earthquake funk. 
Or hideous wrapt in fierce afcending flame ; 1125 

Of fallow ^mine, inundation, ftorm ; 
Of peftilenccy and ev'ry great diftrefs ; 
Empires fubvers'd, when ruling fate has ftruck 
Th' unalterable hour : even Nature's felf 
Is deem'd to totter on the brmk of time. 1 13a' 

Not fo the man of philofophic eye, 
And infpedl fage ; the waving brightnefs he. 
Curious furveys,. inquifitive to know 



AUTUMN. 155 

The caufesy and materialsy yet unfix'd> 

Of this appearance beautiful and new, 1 1 3 j 

Now black, and' deep, the night begins to fall, 
A fhade immenfe. Sunk in the quenching gloom. 
Magnificent and vaft, are heav*n and earth* 
Order confounded lies ; all beauty void ; 
Diftindion loft ; and gay variety 1140 

One univerfkl blot : fuch the fair powV 
Of light, to kindle and create the whole. , 
Drear is the ftate of the benighted wretch. 
Who then, bewilder'd, wanders through the dark» 
Full of pale fancies, and chimeras huge ; i'4Jf 

Nor vifited by one diredive ray, 
Trom cottage ftreaming, or from abry halL 
Perha]^s impatient as he ftumbles on, 
Struck from the rqpt of flimy rulhes, blue. 
The wild-fire fcatters round, or gathered trails 1 1 50 
A length of flame deceitful o'er the mofs : 
Whither decoy'd by the fantaftic blaze, 
Now loft and now renew'd, he finks abforpt. 
Rider and horfe, amid the mury gulf: 
While ftill, from day to day, his pining wife, 1 155 
And plaintive children his return await. 
In wild conjedure loft. At other times. 
Sent by the better ^Genius of the night. 

Innoxious, gleaming on the horfe's mane. 

The meteor fits ; and Ihews the narrow path, 1 160 

That winding leads thro' pits of death, or elfe 

Inftrufts him how to take the dang'rous ford. 
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The lengthened night claps'd, the morning flunes 
Serene, in all her dewy beauty bright. 
Unfolding fair the laft autumnal day. 1165 

And now the mounting fun difpels the fog ; 
The rigid hoar-froft melts before his beam 5 
And hung on ev'ry fpray, on ev'ry blade 
Of grafs, the myriad dew-drops twinkle round. 

Ah fee where robb'd, andmurder'd, in that pit up 
Lies the ftill heaving hive 1 at evening fnatch'd, 
Beneath the cloud of guilt-concealing night. 
And fix'd o'er fulphur : while, not dreaming ill, 
The happy people, in their waxen cells. 
Sat tending public cares, and planning fchemes 1 1 75 
Of temp'rance, for Winter poor ; rejoic'd 
To mark, full flowing round, their copious (lores. 
Sudden the dark oppredive fteam afbends ; 
And, us'd to milder fcents, the tender race. 
By thoufands, tumble from their honey'd domes, ii8o 
Convolved, and agonizing in the dull* 
And was it then for this you roam'd the Spring, 
Intent from flow'r to flower? for this' you toil'd 
Ceafelefs the burning fummer-heats away i 
For this in Autumn fearch'd the blooming wafle, 1 1 B5 
Nor loft one funny gleam ? for this fad fate ? 
O Man ! tyrannic lord ! how long,' how long. 
Shall proftrate Nature groan beneath your rage, 
Awaiting renovation ? When oblig'd, 
Muft you deftroy ? Of their ambrofial food 1190 

Can you not- borrow 5 and, in juft return. 
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ASbrd them fhelter from the wintry winds | 

Or, as the (harp year pinches, with their own 

Again regale them on fome Trailing day ? 

See where the ftony bottom c^ their town 1 195 

Looks defolat«^ and wild ; ¥^th here and there 

A help'sfs number, who the ruin*d ftate 

Survive, lamenting weak, cad out to death. ^ 

Thns a prood city, populous and Ticli, 

Full of the works of peace, and high in joy, 1200 

At theatre or feaft, or funk in fleep, 

(As late, Palermo was thy fate) is feiz'd 

By fome dread earthquake, and convulfive hurl'd 

Sheer from the black foundation, ftench-involv'd. 

Into a gulf (rf yuc fulphuredus flame. 1 205 

Hence ev*ry harflier fight I for now the day. 
O'er heav'n and eardi diffus*d, grows warm, and high, 
Infinite fplendor ! wide invefting alL 
How ftill the breeze ! fave what the filmy threads 
Of dew cvap'rate4>rulhe8 from the plain. 121^ 

How clear the clcfudlefs fky ! how de^y ting*d 
With a peculiar blue ! th* ethereal arch 
How fwell'd immenfe ! amid whofe azure throa'd 
The radi^r fun how gay ! how calm below 
- The gilded earth 4 the harveft-trfeafercs all 12x5 

Now gathered in, beyond the rage of ftorms. 
Sure to the fwain 1 the circling fence (hut up j 
And inffant Winter's utmoft rage defy'd. 
While, loofe to feftive joy^ the country round 
Laughs with the loud fmcerity of mirth, X320 

Vol. I. Q 
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Shrok to the wind their cares. The toil-ilnmg youth> 
Bt the qakk ienfe of mufic taught aIone» 
Leaps wildly graceful in the lively dance. 
lier cv*ry charm abroad, the village-toaft. 
Young, buxom, warm* in native beauty rich, 1225 
Darts not unmeaning looks ; and, where her €/e 
P( Mills an npproving fmile, with doable force, 
The cudgel rattles, and the wreftkr twines. 
Age too ihjnes out ; and, garruloos, reconnts 
Toe feats of youth. Thus they rejoice ; nor think 
Thar, with to-morrow's fun, theflP annual toil 1231 
Begins again the nerer-ceaiii^ round. 

Oh knew he b«t his hai^inefi, of MeA 
The happicft he I who far from public rage^. 
Deep in the vale, with a cSoife/ew retired, 1235 

Drinks the pure pleaiiires of the Rural JLifv. 
What tho* the dome be wanting* v^cie proud gate. 
Each morning, vomits oat the iheakiag crowd 
Of flatt'rcrs fsik^ and in their turn abus'd ? 
Vile interconrie ! What tho' the' ghtt'ring robe, / 1240 
Of ev'ry hue nefle^ed light can give. 
Or Aoating looie, or Aiff with maay gold. 
The pride and gaze 4>f fools I opprefs him not ? 
What tho', from utmoft land an4 fea purvey'd. 
For him each rarer tributary life 1245 

Bleeds not, and his infatjate table heaps 
With luxury, and death ? What tho' his bowl 
Flames not with coftly juice ; nor funk in beds. 
Oft of gay care, he tolfes out the night, . 
Or melts 'the thoughtlefs hours in idle ftaJte I 1250 
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Wh2kt the? he knows not thofe fantaftic joys. 

That ftill amufe the wanton, ftill deceive ; 

A face of plealure, but a heart of pain ; 

Their hollow moments undelighted all ? 

Sure peace is his ; a Iblid life, eftrangM ^255 

To difappointment,. and fallacious hope : 

Rich in content, in Nature's bounty rich, 

In herbs and fruits ; whatever greens the Spring, 

When heav*n defcends in ihow'rs ; or bends the bougK 

When Summer reddens, and when Autumn beams ; 

Or in the wintry glebe whatever lies 1261 

Concealed, and fattens with the richeft fkp : 

Thefe are not wanting ; nor the milky drove, 

Luxuriant, fpread o'er all the lowing vale ; 

Nor bleating mountains ; nor the chide of ftreams. 

And hum of bees, inviting ilecp fincere 1266* 

Into the guiltlcfs breaft, beneath the (hade. 

Or thrown at large amid the fragrant hay ; 

Nor -ought befides. of profped,. grove, or fong^ - 

Dim grottoes, gleaming lakes, and fountain dear- 127(9: 

Here too dwells fimple truth ; plain innocence ; 

UnfuUred beauty ; found unbroken youth,. 

Patient of labour, with a little pleased } 

Health ever blooming ; unambitious toil 1^ 

Calm contemplation, and poetic eafe. " ' ^^TS 

Let others brave the flood in queft of gain. 
And beat, for joylefs months, the gloomy wave* 
Let fuch as deem it glory to deftroy,. 
Rufli into btood, the f:ick of cities feek ; 
UnpiercM, exulting in the widow's wail>, 12.8ft 

O 2 
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The Virgin's fhriek, and in&nt's trembling crf» 

Let fome, far-diftant from their native foil, 

Urg'd or by want or harden'd avarice. 

Find other lands beneath another fun. 

Let this throagh cities work his eager way^ 1285 

By legal outrage and eftabli(h'd guile. 

The focial fenfe extind $ and that ferment 

Mad into tumak the fed^tious herd. 

Or melt them down to flavery.. Let thefe 

Infhare the wretched in the toils of law, 1^90 

Fomenting difcord, and perplexing righr» 

An iron race ! and thofe of fairer front. 

But equal inhumanity,^ in courts,, 

Deludve pomp, and dark cabals, detight ; 

Wreathe the deep bow,, difiiife the lying fmilet 129; 

And tread the weary labyrinth of ftate. 

While he, from all the ftormy pafEons free 

That refUefs Men involve, hears, and but hears^ 

At diflance f^e, the human tempeft roar. 

Wrapt clofe in confcious peace. The fall of kings. 

The rage of nations, and the crufli of ftates, 1301 

Move not the Man, who, from the world eicap^d, 

In dill retreats, and How'ry folitudes, 

I'o Nature's voice attends, from month to month, 

Aud day to day, thro' the revolving year i ^3^5 

Admiring, fees her in her ev'ry fhape ; 

Feels all her fweet emotions at his heart } 

Takes what ftie liberal gives, nor thinks of more. 

He, when young Spring portrudes the burfting gems» 

Marks the firO: bud, and fucks the healthful gale 1 310 

Into his frefhen'd foul ;. her genial hours 
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£Se ML enjofs ; and not a beauty blows, 
JLnd not an opening blofflom breathes in vauu 
In Summer he, beneath the lirii^ tbadty. 
Such as o'er frigid Temfe wont to wave,. ^S^S^ 

Or Bemus^ cooV reads what the:Mt]&, of thde 
Perhaps, has in immortal mmbcrs iimgr 
Or what (he di6tate» writes r auftd, oft im eye: 
Shot round, rejoices in the T^'rous year*. 
When Autumn's yeliow luftre gilds the world, 15^ 
A^d tempts the ficUed (Wain into the field, 
Seiz'd by the gcn'x^ joy,, his heart dffiends 
With gentle, throws ;: and; t^an^ the tepid gleaoW' 
Deep mufmg, then he i^ exerts his fong.. 
£y'& W'mter wild to him is fJH^'of bliTsk r^Tg, 

The mighty tempeft^ and the hoary wafte,. 
Abrupt, and deep, ibetch'd o'er the bvry'd earthy 
Awake to iQlenm.thofighi!; At ni^ the flues,« 
Difclos'd,. and ktadkd,; by refining froft,. 
Pour every luftre on th' exalUd eye. 1530 

A friend, a book,, the ftealing hours fecure,. 
And mark thega. down for wifdom» With fwift wiug^ 
O'er land and iea. imagination roams |. 
Or truth, divinely breaking ofi- his mind,. 
Elates hifi being,, aixl unfolds his pow'rs i 1^3 3 £: 

Or in his bread herQic virtue bum5«> 
The touch of kindred too and love he feels ; 
The modeft eye, whofe beams on his alone 
Ecftatic fhine ; the little {b-o(ng embrace 
' Of prattling childrenr twin'd around his neck, 1340 
And emulous to pleafe bim» calling forth. 
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The fond parental fouL Nor pnrpofe gay, 

Amofementy dance, or fbng» he ilernly fcoms ;; 

For happinefs and true philofophy 

Are of the focial ftiU, and finUing kind. 1345 

This is the life which thc^e who fret in guilty 

And guilty cities, never knew; the i^fe,. 

I:.ed by primeval ages, uncom]^. 

When angels dwelt, and God hkniel^ with Man ! 

Oh Nature 1 aU-fnfficient T over all'f 1350 

Inrich me with the knowledge of thy works I 
Snatch me to heaven ; thy roUmg wonders tkere^ 
World beyond world, in infinite extent, 
Frofufely fcatter'd o'er the blue immenfe. 
Shew me ; their motioas, . periods, and their laws. 
Give me to fcan ; thro* the difclofing deep 1 35S 

Light n^ blind way t the tom'tdi^rata there ; 
Thruft, bloonnng, thtncc the vegetable world f 
O'er that the rifing iyflem, more complex^ 
Of aninaals' ^ and hrghei* ftiHy the mind, 1360 

The varied fcene of quick-compoundied thonght,. 
And where the mixing paiHoiis endlefs fbift ; 
Thefe ever open to my ravifli*d eye ? 
A learch,. the ffight of time can ne*ter exhauft ? 
But if to that uneqnal ; if the blood, t^S^ 

In fluggifh (breams about my heart, forbid 
That befi ambition j un<kr clofing fikades. 
Inglorious, lay me by the lowly brook. 
And whi^r to my dreams. From Thee begin,. 
Dwell all on TViei, with Thee conclude my fong r 
And let me never never ftr^y from Thee! 1^71 
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SEE, Winter comes, to rule th' varied year. 
Sullen and iad, with all his rifing train ; 
Vapourst and Clotids% and Storms* Be thefe my theme^ 
Thefe ! that exalt the foul to foJemn thought, 
And heav'nly mufing. Welcome, kindred glooms ! 5 
Congenial horrors, hail ! with frequent foot, 
Pleas'd have I, in my cheerful morn of life, 
When nurs'd by carelefs folitulle I liv'd, 
And fung of Nature with unceafing joy, 
Pleas'd have I wander'd thro' your rough domain $ iQ 
Trode the pure virgin-fnows, myfelf as pure ; 
Heard the winds roar, and the big torrent burft ; 
dr feen the deep fermenting tempeft brcw'd. 
In the grim evening fky. Thus pafs'd the time» 
Till thro* the lucid chambers of the fouth 15 

LookM out the joyous Spring, look'd out, and fmil'd. 

To thee, the patron of her firji eflay. 
The Mufe, O Wilmington ! renews her fong. 
Since has flie rounded the revolving year : 
Skim'd the gay Spring j on eagle-pinions borne, 2a 
Attempted through the Sumqaer-blaze to rife ; 
Then fwept; o'er Autumn with the fliadowy gale i 
* And now among the wintry clouds again. 
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Roird in the doubling ftorm, fhe tries to foar ^ 

To fwell her note with all the Tufhing winds ; 25 

To fuit h^ founding cadence to the floods ; 

As is her theme, her numbers wildly great : 

Thrice happy ! could fhe fill thy judging ear 

With bold defcript ion, and with manly thought. 

Nor art thou ikill'd in a^^'ful fchemes alone, 30 

And how to make a mighty people thrive : 

But equal goodnefs, found integrity,, 

A firm unlhaken uncorrupted foul 

Amid a Hiding age, and burning flrong. 

Not vainly blazing for thy country's weal, 35 

A fteady fpirit regularly free ; 

Thefe, each exalting each, the ftatefman light 

Into the patriot ; thefe, the public hope 

And eye to thee converting, bid the Mufe 

Record what envy dares not flatt'ry call. 46^ 

Now when the che^rlefs empire of the iky 
To Capricorn the Centaur Archer yields,, 
And fierce Aquarius^ ftains th' inverted year y 
Hung o'er the fartheft verge of heav'n, the fun 
Scarce fpreads thro' ether the dejedled day. 4 J 

Faint are his gleams, and inefFedtual fhoot 
His ftruggling rays, in horizontal lines, 
Thro' the thick air ; as cloth'd in cloudy ftorm. 
Weak, wan, and broad, he fkirts the fouthem iky ; 
And, foon-defcending, to the long dark night, 50- 
Wide-fliading all, the proftrate world refigns. 
Nor is the night unwiih'd ; while vital heat^ 



WINTER. t6j 

Ughu life, ajid joy, the dubious dajrfor&ka, 
Mean-time» m fable cin&ure, Ihadows Taft, 
Deep-ting'd a^d daaip» and congregated clouds, $; 
And ail the vap'ry turbulence of heay'n. 
Involve the face of things. Thms^Wintcr fsdls, 
A heavy gloom oppreffivc o*er the wotidt % 

Thro* Nature fhedding influence malign. 
And roiuies up the feeds of dark difeafe. 60 ^ 

Tht foul of Man dies in hitn, loathing life. 
And black with more than melancholy views, 
The cattle droop r aiid o'er the furrow'd land, 
Frefh from the plough, the dun difcolour'd flocks, 
Untended fpreading, crop the wholefome root. Cg 
Ak)ng the woods, along the mooriih fens, 
"Sighs the fad Genius of the cooHUg ftorm ; 
And up among the loofe disjointed cliffs. 
And fradhir'd mountains wild, the brawling brook 
And cave, prefageful, fend a hollow moan^ 70 

Refounding long m lift'ning Fancy's car." 

Then comes the father of the tempeft forth, 
Wrapt in black glooms. Jlrft joylefs rains. obfctire 
Driare thro* the miiigling (kies with vapour foul ; 
Dafh on the mountain's ^row% and ihake the woods, 
That grumbling waye bck>w. Th* unfightly plain 76 
Lies a brown deluge ; as the low-bent clouds 
Pour flood on: flood, yet unexhaufted ftlU 
Combine, and deep'ning into night fhut np 
The day*s fair face. The wanderers of heav'n, So 
£ach to his home, retire 4 fave thofe that love 
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To cake their paftime in the troubled air» 
X)r (kimming flutter round the dimply pool* 
The cattle from feh' untafted fields return. 
And aikf Mrith meaning \oi\fref their wonted ftalls, 85 
Or ruminate in the contiguous fhade. 
Thither the houfhold feath'rj- people cro^. 
The creiled cock, with all his female train, 
Pcnfive, and dripping; while the cottage-hind 
Hangs o'er th' enlivening blaze, and taleful there 9* 
Recounts his fimple frolil: : much he talks, 
And much he laughs, nor recks the ftorm that blows 
Without, and rattles on his humble roof. 

Wide o*er the brim, with many a torrent fwell'd. 
And the mix'd ruin of its banks o'erfpread, 95 

At laft the rousM-up river pours along ; 
Refidlefs, roarings dreadful, down it comes. 
From the rude mountain, and the mofly wild. 
Tumbling thro' rocks abrupt, -and founding far } 
Then o'er the ianded valley floafcing fpreads, xoo 

Calm, fluggifh, filent ; till again, conftrain'd 
Between two meeting hills, it burfts away, 
Where rocks and woods o'erhang the turbid ftream 5 
There gath'ring triple force, rapid, and deep, 104 
It boils, and wheels, and foams, and thunders through* 

Nature ! great parent! whofe nnceafing hand 
Rolls round the Seafons of the changeful year. 
How mighty, how majeftic, are thy works ! 
With what a pleafmg dread they fwell the foul ! 



Winter. 169 

That fees aftoniihM ! and aflonifti'd fings ! no 

Ye too, ye winds ! that now begin to blow, . 

With boift'rous fweep, I raifc my voice to you. 

Where are your (lores, ye powerful beings i fay,* 

Where your aerial magazines referv'd. 

To fweil the brooding terrors of the ftorm ? ' ii^ 

In what faf^diftant region of the (ky, 

Hufli'd in^deep fllence, fleep ye when *tis calm ? 

When from the pallid fky the fun defcends, -• 
With many a fpot, that o'er his glaring orb 
Uncertain wanders, ftain*d ; red fiery ftreaks 120 

Begin to flufli around. The reeling' clouds 
Stagger with dizzy poife,' as doubting yet 
Which mafter to obey : while rifing flow, 
Blank, in the leaden-colour'd caft, the moon 
Wcaj^ a "vsiftn circle round her blunted horns.- 125 

Seen thro' the turbid iludhiating air. 
The ftars obtufe emit a fliiver'd ray ; 
Or frequent feem to (hoot athwart the gloom^ 
And long behind them trail the whit'ning blaze. 
Snatch'd in (hort eddies, plays the withered leaf; 150 
And on the flood the dancing fekther floats. - 
With broadened noflrils to the (ky up-tum'd. 
The confcious heifer (huffs the (tormy gale. 
Ev'n as the matron, at her nightly tafk, * 

With penfive labour draws the flaxen thread, 155 

The wafted taper, and the crackling flame 
Foretell the blaft. But chief the plumy race, 
The tenants of the (ky^ its chsuiges (peak. 

Vol. L ' P 



lyo WINTER- 

Retiring from the downs, where all day long 

They pick'd their feanty fare, a black'ning train 140 

Of clamorous rooks thick-urge their weary flight. 

And feek the clofing (belter of the grove ; 

Adiduous, in his bowV, the wailing owl 

Plies his fad fpng. The Qormorant on high 144 

Wheels from the deep, and fcreams along tlie land. 

Loud ihrieks the foaring hernj and with wiid wing 

The circling fea-fowl cleave the flaky clouds. 

Ocean, unequal prefs'd, with broken tide 

And blind commotion heaves ; while from the ihore, 

Eat into caverns by the reftlefs wave, 150 

And foreft-ruftling mountain, comes a voice. 

Thai fclemn founding bids the world prepare. 

Then iflTues forth the ftorm with fudden burft. 

And hurls the whole precipitated air,. 

Down, in. a torrent. On the paffive main 155 

Defcends th' ethereal foree, and with ftrong guft 

Turns from its bottom the difcolour'd deep. 

Thro* the black night that fits immenie around, 

LafliM into foam, the fierce confliding brine 

Seems o'er' a thoufand raging waves to burn 2 160 

Meantime the mountain biflows, to the clouds 

In dreadful tumult fwell'd, fiirge above fuTge, 

Burft into chaos with tremendous roifcr, 

A.nd anchor 'd navies from their Rations drive. 

Wild as the winds acrofs the howling wafte 165 

Of mighty waters ; now th' inflated wave 

Straining they fcale, and now impetuous Ihoot 

Into thp fecret chambers of the deep. 
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The wintry Baltick thund'ring o*er their head. 
Emerging thence again, before the breath 1 70' 

Of full-exerted heav'n they wing their courfe. 
And dart on dlftant coafls ; if fome fharp rock, 
Or (hoal infidious break not their career. 
And in loofe fragments fling them floating round. 

Nor iefs at land the loofen'd tempeft reigns. 173^ 
The mountain thunders ; and its fturdy fons 
Stoop to the bottom of the rocks they Ihade. 
Lone on the midnight fteep,^ and all aghafl. 
The dark way-faring ftranger breathlels toils. 
And, often falling, climbs againft the blaft. 1 8a' 

Low waves the rooted foreft, vex'd, and fliedi 
What of its tamifh'd honours yet remain ; 
l>afhM down, and fcatter'd, by the tearing wind's 
Affiduous fury, its gigantic limbs. 
Thus ftruggling thro^ the diffipated grove,- 185 

The whirling tempeft raves along the plain ; 
And on the cottage thatch'd, or lordly roof, 
Keen-faft'riing, fhakes them to the folid bafe. 
Sleep frighted flies ; and round the rocking dome. 
For entrance eager, howls the favage blaft. 190 

Then too, they fay, thro' all the burthen'd air. 
Long groans are heard, flirill founds, and diftant fighy^ 
That, utter'd by the Demon of the night, 
Warn the devoted wretch of woe and death. 

Huge uproar lords it wide. The clouds commix'd- ^ 
With ftars fwift gliding fweep along the fky. 19$) 
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All nature reels. Till Nature's King, who ofc 

Amid tempclluous darknefs dwells alone. 

And on the wings of the careering wind 

Walks dreadfully fcrene, commands a calm ; zot 

Tiien flraight air fea and earth are hufh'd at once* 

As yet '»s midnight deep. The weary clouds, 
Slow-meeting, mingle into folid "gloom. 
Now, while the drowfy world lies loft in fleep, 
Let me affociate with the ferious Nighty 205 

And Contemplation^ her fedate compeer ; 
Let me ihake off th' intrufive cares of day,^ 
And lay the meddling fcnfes all afide. 

Where now, ye lying vanities of life I 
Ye ever-tempting ever-cheating train ! 210 

Where are you now ? and what is your amount ? 
Vexation, difappointment, and remorfe. 
Sad, fick'ning thoixght ! and yet deluded Man, 
A fccne of crude disjointed vifions paft, « 

And broken {lumbers, rifes ftill refolvM, . 215 

With new'-flufb'd hopes, to run the giddy round. 

Tath-er of light and life ! thou Goon supreme \ 
O teach me what is good ! teach me Thyself! 
Save me from folly, vanity, and vice. 
From ev'ry low purfuit ! and feed my foul. 220 

With knowledge, confcious peace, and virtue pure ; 
Sacred^ fubftantial,. never-fading blifs ! 
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* The keener tempefts rife : and fuming dun 
From all the livid caft, or piercing north, 
Thick: clouds afcend ; in whofa -capacious womb 22.5 
A'vap*ry deluge lies, to fhow congeal'd. 
Heavy they roll their fleecy world- along ;■ 
And the fky faddehs with the gather'd florm. 
Thro' the hufliM air the whitening fliow'r defcends. 
At firft thin wav'ring ; 'till at laft the flakes 230. 

Fall broad, and wide, and faft, dimming. the day, 
With a continual flow. The cheriftiM fields 
Put on their winter-robe of pureft white. 
'Tis brightnefs all ; favc where the new fnow melts 
Along the mazy current. Low the woods 235 

Bow their hoar head ; and, ere the languid fun. 
Faint from the weft emits his cv'ning ray,. 
Earth's univerfal face, deep hid, and chill, 
Is one wild dazzling waftc, that buries wide 
The works of Man. Drooping, the lab'rer-ox 240 
iStands covcr'd o'er with fnow, and then demands 
The fruit of all^his toil. The fowls of heav'n,> 
Tam'd by the cruel feafon, croud around 
The winnowing ftoi'e, and claim the little boon • 
Which Providence afligns them.- One alone, 245 
The red-breaft, facred to the houlhold gods, . 
Wifely regardful of tli' embroiling fky. 
In joylefs fields,, and thorny thickets, - leaves 
His fkiv'ring mates, and pays to trufted Mim 
His annual vifit. Half-afraid, he firft, 2^0 

Againft the window beats ; then, brifk, alights 
On the warm hearth*; then, hopping o'er the floor, 
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Eyes aU the fnuling family aikance, 
And pecksy and (larts» and wonders where he is r 
'TiU more fomikar grown^ the table-crumbs 255 

Attraa his flender feet. The foodicfs wilds 
Ponr forth their brown inhabitants.. The harei^ 
Tho' timorous of he»*t, and. hard befet 
By death in various forms, dark fnare?> and dogs. 
And more unpitying Men» the garden feeks, 260 

Urg'd on by fearlefs want. The bleating kind 
"Eye the bleak heav'n, and next the glift'ning earthy 
With looks of dumb de^ir ; tfaeSy fad-difpers'd> 
trig for the withered herb thro' heaps of fiww. 

Now, fliepherds,, to your helplefs charge be kind^ 
Baffle the raging year, and fill their penns 266 

With food at will ; lodge them below the ftorm. 
And watch them iiri^ : for from the beU'wing eaft, 
In this dire feafon, oft the whirlwind's wing 
Sweeps up the burthen of whole wintry plains 270 
At one wide waft, and o'er the haplefs flocks. 
Hid in the hollow of two neighb'ring hills. 
The billowy tempeft whelms : till, upward urg'd. 
The valley to a fliining mountain fwells, 
*t\pt wit^ a wreath high-curling in the iky. 275 

As thus the fnows arife ; and foul, and fierce, 
All Winter drives along the darkeii'd air ; 
In his own loofe -revolving fields, the fwain 
Difafter'd (lands } fees other hills afcend. 
Of unknown joylefs brow ; and other fccnes, 280 
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Of horrid profpeft, fliag the tracklefs plain i 
Nor finds the. river, nor the foreft, hid 
Beneath the formlefs wild ;. but wanders on^. 
From hill to dale» dill more and more aftray ; 
Impatient flouncing thro' the drifted heaps, 28j^ 

Stimg with the thoughts of home ;.the thoughts of home 
Ruili on hlfi nerves,^. and call their vigour forth 
In many a vain attempt.. How fmks his foul 1. 
What black defpair, what horror fills his heait! 
Wken for the duAcy fpot,. which fancy feignM 29^ 
His tufted. cottage riiing thro' the fnow. 
He meets the roughnefs of the fniddle waftc^.. 
Far from the tra^i, . and bleft abode of Man ; , 
While round. him night rcfidlefs clofes fafV,. 
And ev'ry terapeft, howling o*er his head, 295, 

-Renders the favage wilderacfs more wild. 
Then throi^ the.bwfy Ihapes into his mind,.. 
Of cover'd pits, unfathomably deep,, ' 

A dire defcent ! beyond the pow'r of froft, , 
Of faithlefs bogs; of precipices huge, 300. 

Snnooth'd up with fnow ; and, what is land, unknown, „. 
What water, of the ftill unfrozen fpring. 
In the loofe marih or folitary lake. 
Where the frefh fountain from the bottom' boils. 
Thefe check his fearful fteps ; and down he fmks 305 
Beneath the ihelter of the fliapelefs drift. 
Thinking o'er all the bittemefs of death, 
MU'd with the tender anguifli Nature ftioots 
Thro' the wrung bofom of the dying Man, 
His wife, hi« childj'cn, and his friends unften, $}0 
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In vain for him th* officious wife prepares 

The fire fair-blazing, and the veftment warm ; 

In vain his little children, peeping out 

Into the mingling ftorm, demand their fire, 

With tears of artlefs innocence* Alas I 315 

Nor wife, nor children, more (hall he bdiold, 

Nor friends,, nor facred home. On ev'ry nerve 

The deadly Winter feizcs ; (huts up fenfe ; 

And, o'er his inmoft vitals creeping cold, 

Lays him along the fnows, a ftiiFen'd code, 320 

Stretch'd out, and bfeaching^ in the northern blaft. 

Ah little think thrgay licentious proud, 
Who*ikj>leafure, pow'r, and affluence furround ; 
They, who their thoughtlefs hours in giddy mirths 
An4 wanton, often cruel j riot wafte ; 325 

Ah little think they, while they dance along. 
How many feel,, this very moment,, death 
And all the fad variety of pain. 
How many fmk in the devouring flood, 
Or more devouring flame. How many bleed, 350 
By (hameful. variance betwixt Man and Man. 
How many pine in want, and dungeon glooms ; 
Shut from the common air, and common 'ufe 
Of their own limbs. How many drink the cup 
Of balefurgrief, or eat the bitter- bread 335 

Of mifery. Sore pierc'd by wintry \vinds. 
How many (brink into the fordid hut 
Of cheerlefs poverty.. How many (hake- 
Wltli ail the fiercer tortures of the mind. 
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Unbounded pafficm, madnefs, guik, vemorfe; 349 

Vv'hence tumbled hqadlong from, the Beight of life, 

They ftirnifli matter for the ti*agic Mufe. 

Ev'ii in the vale, where wifdom loves to dwell. 

With friendfhip, peace, and contemplation join'd, 

How many, rack'd with honeft paiGons, droop 345 

In deep retir'd diHrcfs^ How many (land 

Around the de^th-bed of their deareft friends. 

And point the parting anguifli. Thought fond Maq 

Of thcfe, and all the thoufand aamclefs ills. 

That one inccffant ftruggle render life, 35© 

One fcene of toil, of fuff'ring, and of fate. 

Vice in his high career would fland appall'd, 

And heedlefs rambling Impulfe learn to think $ 

The confcioas heart of Charity would warm. 

And her wide wifli Benevolence dilate 5 355 

The focial tear would rife, the ibcial figh ; 

And into clear perfection, gradual blifs, 

Refining dill, the (bcial paflions work* 

And here can I forget the genVous * band 359 
Who, touch'd with human woe, redreflive fearch'd 
Into the horrors of the gloomy jail ? ' • 

Unpitied, and unheard, where mi$'ry moans ; 
Where ficknefs pines j where thirft and hunger bum. 
And poor misfortune feels the lalh of vice. . 
While in the land of liberty, the land 365 

"Whofe ev'17 ftreet and public meeting glow 
With open freedom, little tyrants rag'd j 

*f The Jail Cotnmiticc, in the Tear 1719* 



178 WINTER. 

Snatch'd the leaa tnorfel from the ftarring mouth ;: 
Tore from cold wintry limbs the tattered weed ; 
Ev^n rohb'd them of the laft of comforts, fleep ; 370 
The free-bom Briton to the dungeon ch^n'd^ 
Or, as the luft of cruelty prevail'd. 
At pieafure mark'd him with inglorious ftripes r 
And crulh'd out lives, by fecret barbVous ways. 
That for their country would have toil'd, or bled. 375 
O great deilgn ! if executed well, 
With patient care, and wifdom-temper'd zeaL 
Ye fons of mercy ! yet refume the fearch 5 
Drag forth the legal monfters into light, 
Wrench from their hands 9fipre0ien's iron rpd, 380 
And bid the cruel feel the pains they give; 
Much dill unt^ch'd remains $ in this rank age. 
Much is the patriot's weeding hand required. 
The toils of law, (whiat dark iniidious Men 
Have cumbrous added to perplex the truth> J85 

And ieagchen fiiople juftice into trade) 
How glorious were the day ! that faw thefeT)roke, 
And cv'ry Man within the reach of right- 
By wintry famine rous'd^. from all the trad 
Of horrid mountains which. the Ihining Alps^. 39a 
And wavy Appenimy and Pyrenees^ 
Branch out ftupendous into diftant lands ; 
Cruel as death, and^ hungry as the grave ! 
Burning for blood ! bony, and ghaunt, and grim I 
Aflembling wolvfes in raging troops defcend ; 395 

And, pouring o'er the country, be^r along, 
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Keen 21s theliortli-wind fweeps the glofTj fnow. 

AJl is their prize. They fallen on the (leed, 

Prefs him to earth, and pierce his mighty heart* 

Ner can the bull his awful front defend, 400 

Or (hake the murd'ring favages away. 

Rapacious, at the mother's throat they fly. 

And tear the icreaming infant from her breaQ:. 

T'he godlike face of Man avails him nought. 

Ev'n beauty, force divine ! at whofe bright glance 

The gen'rous lion (lands in lbften*d gaze, 406 

Here bleeds, a haplefs undi(lingui(h'd prey. 

But if, apprized of the fevere attack, 

The country be (hut up, lur*d by the fcent. 

On churclf yards drear (inhuman to relate !) 41 

The di(appointed prowlers fell, and dig 

I'lie (hrouded body from the grave ; o'er which, 

Mix'd with foul (hades, and frighted ghods, they howl. 

Among thofe hilly regions, where embrac'd 
fa peaceful vales tlie happy Grifons dwell ; 415 

Oft, rul^iing fudden from the loaded cliffs. 
Mountains of fnow their gathering terrors roll. 
From deep to deep, loud-thund'ring down they come, 
A wintry wade in dire commotion all ; 
And herds, and flocks, and travellers, and fwains, 420 
And fometimes whole brigades of marching troops. 
Or hamlets fleeping in the dead of night, 
Are decjAcneath the fmoth'ring ruin whelm'd. 

Now, all amid the rigoors of the year, 
la the wild depth of Winter, while without 425 
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The cea/elefs winds blow ice, be my retreat, 

Between the groaning fore ft and the (here 

Beat by the boundlefs multitude of waves, 

A rural, ftielter'd, folitary, fcene ; 

Where ruddy fire and beaming tapers join,. 43© 

To cheer the gloom. There ftudious let me fit. 

And hold high converfe with the mighty dead ; 

Sages of ancient time, as gods rever'd. 

As gods beneficent, who bleft mankind 

With arts, with arms, and humaniz'd a world. 435 

Rous'd at th* infpiring thought, I throw afide 

The long-liv'd volume ; and, deep-mufing, -hail 

The ikcred fhades, that flowfy-rifing pafs 

Before my wondVmg eyes. Firft Socrates, 

Who, firmly good in a corrupted ftate, 440 

Againft the rage of tyrants Jtngle flood, 

Tnvincible \ calm Reafon's holy law. 

That Voice of God within th' attentive mind. 

Obeying, fearlefs, or in life, or death : 

Great moral teacher ! Wifefl of Mankind ! 445 

Solon the next, who built his common- weal 

On equity's wide bafe ; by tender laixjs 

A lively people curbing, yet undamp'd 

Prefcrving ftill that quick |:>eculiar fire, 

Whence in the laurel'd field of finer arts, 450 

And of bold freedom, they unequal'd (hone. 

The pride of fmiling Greece, and human-kind. 

Lycurgus then, who bow'd beneath the fijlfe 

Of ftrideft difcipline, feverely nutfe^ TV^. 

All human paflions. Following him, I fee/ 455 
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As at Thermopyle lie glorioos fell. 

The firm * devoted Chief, who pnnr*d by d/tods 

The hardeft leflbn which the other uughe. 

Then Aristibes lifb his honeft iromX ; 

Spotlefs of hear^ to whom th' miflatt'ring YOice 460 

Of freedom ^vc the oofaleft name of Jufli 

In j)ure majefHc poverty rcvcr'd ; 

Who, even his giory to his country's wea! 

Submitting, fwell'd a haughty f Rival*s fame. 

Rear'd by his care, of ibfter ray appears 465 

CiMON fweetofoul'd'; whole genius, rifing ftrong. 

Shook off the load of young debauch ; abroad 

The fcourge of Perfian pride, at home the friend 

Of ev'ry worth and ev'ry fpkndid art 5 

Modeft, and fimple, in the pomp of wealth. 470 

Then the iaft worthies (^declining Gri-ece, 

Late call'd to glory, in unequal times, 

Peniive, appear. The fair Corinthian boaft» 

TiMOLEON, happy temper! mild and firm,' 

Who wept the Brother while the Tyrant bled. 475 

And, equal to the beft, the J ThEBAH Pair, 

Whofe virtues, in heroic Concord join'd. 

Their country rais'd to freedom, empire, fame. ^ 

He too, with whom Athenian honour funk. 

And left a mafs of fordid lees behind, 480 

Phocion the Good ; in public life fevere, 

To virtue (Bill inexorably firm ; 

But whei^ beneath his low illuftricus roof, 

• LEONit>As. . t Themistocles. 

f PSLOPlDASandEPA'MlNOKDAS. 
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Sweet peace and happy wiTdom fmooth'd his brow^ 

Not friendihip fbfter was, nor love more kind. 485 

And he, the laft of old LYcr»Gus' Ic^is, 

The gen'rous vidHm to that vain attempt, 

Tpfavt a rotten StatCt Ac is, who few 

Even Sparta's fel4 to fervile av'rice funfc. 

The two Achaian heroes dofe the train. 490 

Aratus, who a while relum'd the foul 

Of fondly ling'riog liberty in Greece : 

And he her dairliiitg as iier lateil hop^. 

The gaUtmt Phii-opoemer ; who to arms 

Turn'd t&e loiurtouS pomp he could not cnre ; 495 

Or, toiiiiig >n his ivsvsi^ a fimpte fwain ; 

Or, bdd and fkiHul, thi>&d'ring in the field. 

Of rougher front> a mighty people come ! 
A race of heroes I in thofe virtuous times 
Which knew xiO (lain, iave that with partial flame 5C0 
Their dedrtfi country they too fondly lov'd : 
Her better Founder firft, the light of Rome, 
NuMA, who fbften'd her rapacious fbns : 
Servius the Kit^^ who laid the fblid baie 
On which o'er earth the vaft repubiic fpread. 505 

Then the great confuls venerable rife. 
The * PuBwc Father who the Private queU'd, 
As. on the dread tribunal fternly fad. 
He, whom his thanklefs country could not lofej 
C a M I L Lu s, only vengeful to her foes. 5 (o 

Fabricius, fcorner of.all-conqu'ring gold; 
* Marcus JuNiv* Brutvs. . 



WINTER. .183 

And CiNCiNHATus, awfiil from the plough. 

Thy * WILLING Victim, Carthage^ burftmg loofe 

From all that pleading Nature could oppofe. 

From a whole city's tears, by rigid faith 515 

Imperious call'd, and honour's dire command. 

Scixi^ the gcMtlff chief, humanely hravc. 

Who foQu the race of fpotlefs glory ran, 

And, warm ia youth, ^o the Foctlcjhade 

With Srkndjhip aod Pbikfopby retired. jao 

TuLLY, whofe powerful eloquence a while, 

Reftrain'd the rapid fate of ruftiing Rome. 

Unconquer'd Ca^to, 'virtuous in extreme. 

And thou, unhappy Bi.utus, kind of hearty 

Whofe fleady s^cni, by awful virtue urg'd, 525 

Lifted the Roman Jkel agalnfl thy Friend. 

Thoufands befides the tribute of a Tcrfe 

Demand ; but who can count the ftars of heav'n ? 

Who ling their influence on this lower world ? 

Behold, who yonder comes ! in fober ftate, 530 
Pair, aaild, and ftrong, as is a vernal fun i 
'Tis Phoshus* felf, or clfe the Mantuan Stvaini 
Great Homek too appears, of daring wing,- 
Parent of fong I and equal by his fide, 
The British Musi j jbin'd hand in hand they walk. 
Darkling, fuU up the middle fteep to fame. 53d 

Nor abfent are thofe fhades, whofe fkilful touch 
Pathetic drew th* impaffion'd heart, and charm'd 
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Tranrported Athens with the moral scene t 

Nor thofc who, tuneful, wak'd th* enchanting lyre. 

First of your kind ! fociety divine \ 541 

Still vifit thus-my nights, for you referv*d, 
And mount my foaring foul to thoughts like yours* 
Silence^ thou lonely pow'r ! the door be thine ; 
See on the haHow'd hour that iy)ne intrude, 545 

Save a few chofen friends, who fometimes deign 
To blefs my. humble roof, with fenfe refined. 
Learning digefted well, exalted faith, 
Unftudy'd wit, and humour ever gay. 
Or from the Mufes' hill will Pope defcend, 55© 

To raife the facred hour, to bid it fmile, ' 
And with the focial fpirit warm the heart : 
For tho' not fweeter his own Homer fings,. 
Yet is his life the more endearing fong. 

Where art thou, Hammond ? thou the darling pride, 
' The friend and lover of the tuneful throng ! 556 

Ah why, dear youth, in all the blooming prime , 
Of vernal^ genius, where difclofing faft • 
. Each aftive worth, each manly virtue lay, 
' Why wcrt thou ravifh'd from our hope fo foon ? 560 
What now avails that noble thirft of fame. 
Which ftung thy fervent bread ? that treafur'd (lore 
Of knowledge, early gain'd ? that eager zeal 
To ferve thy country, glowing in the band 
Of YOUTHFUL Patriots, who fuftaih her name ? 
What now, alas ! that life,-difFufing charm 566 
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Of iprighdy wk ? that rapture for the Mii&» 
That heart of iriendihtp^ and that fi)ul of joy* 
Which bade with foftcft h'ght thy virtues fixiile ? 
Ah ! only fhei^'d, to check our fond porfttits, 570 
And teach our humbled hopes that life is vaial 

Thus in fomc deep retirement would I pafs 
The winter-glooms, with fxiends of pliant foul> 
Or blithe, or folemn, as the theme infpirM : 
With them would fearch, if Nature's boundleis frame 
Was call'd, late-rifing from the void of night, ^ 576 
Or fprung eternal from tV ^tehnal Mind j 
}ts life, its laws, Its p*ogrefs, and its end. 
Hence larger pcofpefls of the beauteous whole 
Would, gradual, open on our opening minds i 58*9 
And each diffufive harmony unite » 

In full perfedlion^ to th' aftonifli'd eye. 
Then would we try to fcan the ntorai Worlds 
Which, tho* to us it feems embroil'dy moves oi» 
In higher order ; fitted, and impell'd, ifi^ 

By WuzK)ii's £neft hand, and ifiuing all 
In general Good. The fage hiftoric Mufe 
Should next condiDfl us thro' the deeps of tune :: 
Shew us how empire grew^ dfccliu'd, and fell, 
In fcatter'd ilates ; what makes the nations fmile, 599 
Improves their foil» and gives them dbuble funs \, 
And why they pine beacath the brighteft ikies^ 
In Nature's richeft lap* As thus we talk'd. 
Our hearts would bum within us, would inhafe 
That portion of divinitv, that ray 595 
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Of pureft heaven, which lights the public font 
Of patriots, and of heroes. Hut if doom*d. 
In pow'rlefs humble fortune, to reprefs 
Thefe ardent riiings of the kindling foul ;. 
Then, ev'n fuperior to ambition^, we 600 

Would learn the private virtues ; how to glide 
Thro* (hades and plains^ along the fmoothcib ftxeam 
Of rural life ^ or fnatch'd away by hope. 
Thro' the dim fpaces of fiiturity. 
With eanie({ eye anticipate thofe fcenes 6|}y 

Of happinefsy and- wonder ; where the mihd^ 
Inr endlefs growth and infinite afcent, 
Rifes from ftate to ftate, and worid to worlds 
But when with thefe the ferious thought is foil'd,. 
We fhiftkig for relief, would play the fhapes 61Q. 

'Of frolic fancy ; and'incefTant form 
Thofe rapid pidures, that aifembled traia. 
Of fleet idaas, never join'd before, 
Whence lively /T/V excites to gay furprize ;-. 
Or folly-painting /^a/«(?«r, grave himfelf,. €15 

Calls Laughter forth, deep-fhaking ev'ry nerv««. 

Meai^time the village rouzes up the fire ;: 
While well attejfted, and as well beHev'd, 
Heard folemn, goes the goblin-ftof y round ;; 
Till fuperftitious horror creeps o'er aH. ^20 

Or, frequent in the founding hall, they wake 
The rural gambol. " Ruftic;mirth goes round ; 
The fimple joke that takes the' fliepherd's heart, 
Ealliy pleased ; the long loud laugh, fincere ; 
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The kifs, fnatch'd hafty from the fide-long maid> 625: 

Oa purpofe guardlefs^ or preteodiog deep ; 

The leap, the Hap, the haul ;, and,, (hook, to ootes^ 

Of native mufic, the refpondent dance. 

Thus jocund fleets with theoi th& winter-nights 

The city fwarms intenfe* The public haunt, 630 
Full of each theme,^ and warnx with mixt difcourfe,. 
Hums indifthid. The fons of riot flow 
Down the loofe ftream of falfe enchanted joy> 
To fwift deilru^on. On the rankled foul 
The gaining fury falls i and in one gulf 635 

Of total ruin, honour, virtue, peace,,. 
Friends, families, and fortune, headlong fink.. 
Up-fprings the dance along the lighted dome, 
Mix'd, and evolv'd,. a thoufand fprightly ways.* 
The glittering court effufes ev'ry pomp ;, 64©. 

The circle deepens :. bciim'd from^audy robes, 
Tapers, and fparkling gems, and radiant ey^s, 
A foft effulgence o'er the palace waves : 
While, a gay infe<5l in Ms furamer (hine, . 
The fop, light-flutt'ring,.fpreads his meafy wings. 645^- 

Dread o'er the fcene, the ghoft of Hamket ftalks^^ 
Othello rages; poor Moni mi a mourns; 
And Belvidera pours her foul in love.. 
Terror alarms the breaft ;. the comely tear 
Steals o'er the cheek : or elfe the Comic Muse 6s<>' 
Holds to the world a pidure oF itfelf, 
And raifes fly the fair hnpartial laugh. 
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Sometimes (he lifts her ftrain, and paints the fcefie? 

Of beauteous life ; whate'er can deck maakind. 

Or charm the heart, in gen'rous ^ Bfyil fhew'd. 6$^ 

O T»ou, whofe^wifdom, folid yetrefin*d, 
Whoie patriot virtues, and confummate (kill 
To touch the finer fprings that move the world, 
Join'd to whate'er the Graces can beftow. 
And all Jpolh^s animating fire, 660 

Give thee, with pleafing dignity, to fhine 
At once the guardian, ornament, and joy. 
Of poliih'd life ; permit the Rural Mttfe^ 
O Chesterfield, to grace with thee her fong? 
Ere to the fhades again (he humbly files, 66$ 

Indulge her fond ambition, in thy train, 
^For cv*ry Miife has in thy tnun a place) 
To mark thy various full accomplilh'd mind : 
To mark that fpirit, which, with Britijh fcorn^ 
Rejects th' allurements of corrupted pow'r j 67a 

That elegant politenefs, which excels, . 
Ev'n in the judgment of prefiimptuous Franccy 
The boafted manners of her fliining court ; 
Tlxat wit, the vivid energy of fcnfe, 
The truth of Nature, which, with Attic point, 675 
And kind well-temper'd fatire, fmoothly keen. 
Steals thro* the foul, and without pain corre^ls^ 
Or» rifing thence with yet a brighter flame, 
O let me hail thee on ibme glorious day, 

J A charaftcr in the Conscious Lovers, written by Sir 
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"When to the lifl'ning fenate, ardent, croud '680 

Britannia's fons to hear her pleaded caufe. 

Then dreft hy thee, more amiably fair. 

Truth the foft robe of mild perfuafion wears : 

Thou tg aflenting reafon giv*ft again 

Her own enlightened thoughts ; call'd from the heart, 

Th' obedient paffions on thy voice attend 1 686 

And ev*n reludlant party feels a while 

Thy gracious pow'r : as thro' the varied maze 

Of eloquence, now fmooth, now quick, now ftrong, ' 

Profound and clear, you roll the copious flood. 690 

To thy lov'd haunt return, my happy Mufe : 
For now, behold, the joyous winter-days, 
Frofty, fucceed ; and thro* the blue ferene. 
For fight too fine, th' ethereal nitre flies ; * 
Killing infedlious damp^, and the fpent aii^ 695 

Storing afreih with elemental life, 
Clofe crotids the fhining atmofphere 5 and binds 
Our ftrengthen^d bodies in its cold embrace, 
Conftringent ; feeds, and animates our blood; 
Refines our fpirits, thro' the new-ftrung nerves, 706 
In fwifter fallies darting to the brain ; 
Where fits the foul, intenfe, coUecfled, cool. 
Bright as the flsies, and as the feafon keen. 
All Nature feels the renovating force 
Of Winter, only to the thoughtlefs eye 705 

Inruin feen. The froft-conco^ed gl^e 
Draws in abundant vegetable foul. 
And gathers vigour for the coming year 
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A ftronger glow fits on the lively cheek 

Of niddy fire: and lucuUat along ^ 710 

The purer rivers flow ; their fvJlcn deeps, 

Tranfparent, open to the fhepherd's gaze. 

And murmur hoarfer at the fixing Broft. 

What art thou, freft? and whence are thy keeaftores 
Derived, tliou fe^wt all- invading pow'r, 715 

Whom fir'n th' iUikfive fluid csainot fly I 
Is not thy potent energy^ unieen, 
Myriad^ of lit^ falts, or hook'd, or fhap'd 
Like double wedges, and di£Fus'd immetife 
Thro' wftter, e^rth, a^ ether I Hen^e at eve> 720 
Steeni'd eager frota the red horizon roimd^ 
With the fierce r^ge of Winter deep fiiSus*d> 
An icy gale, oft {hiftingi o'er tlie pool 
Br^thes a bhie filmt amd in its rxH career 
Arrefts the bickering ftream* The loofen'd ice 725 
Let dow« the flood, and half diiToIifM by day^ 
Ruflles no mojre ; bint to thQ fedgy bank 
Fad groni[$, or gathers round the pointed flonc» 
A trjQaA pavemeaat, by the breath qf heav'n 
Cemented firm y till, fcia^'d from (hore to Ihore^ 730 
The ^hole. imprijjbn'd river growls below. 
Loud rings the frozen earth, and hard reflefts 
A double noife ; while, at his ev'nirig watcbt 
The village dog deters the nightly thief ; 
The heifer lowsi the dift^t water-faJL 73 J 

Swells in the breeze ; and, with the hajfty tread 
Of traveller, thd hoUow-founding plai_a 
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Sliakes from afar. The foil etheroai rotmd. 

Infinite worlds difcloiing to the view. 

Shines out inteufelj keen ; aiid» all one cope * 74^ 

Of flariy glitter, glows from pole to pole. 

From pole to pole the rigid influence iiaills, 

Thro* the ftill night, tncefTant, heavy, (Irong, 

And ifeizes Nature fafl:. It freezes oH ; 

Till mom, late-rifing 0*0* the drooping worldi 74^ 

ILifts het pale eye unjoyous. Then appears 

The various labour of the filent night : 

Prone from the dripping cave, and dumb caicade, 

Whofe idle torrents only feena to roar, 

The pendent icicle ; the froft-work fair, 75^ 

Where trarifient hues, and fancy'd figures rile | 

Wicie-fpouted o'er the hill, the frozen brook, 

A livid tra<5t, cold^gleaming On the mom ; 

The foreft bent beneath the plumy wave $ 

And by tlie froft refih'd the whiter fnow, 755 

Incruded hard, and founding to the tread 

Of early (hepherd, as he penfive feeks 

His pining Rock, or from the mountain top, 

Pleas'd with the (lipp'ry furface, fwift defcends. 

. On blithfi^me frolics bent, the youthful. fwainSy 760 

While ev'ry work of Man is laid at reft. 

Fond o'er tlie river crowd, in various fport 

And revelry dilFolv'd^ where mixing glad, 

Happieft of all the train ! the raptured boy 

Lafhes the whirling top. Or, where the Riine »j6s 
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Branch'd oat ki many a long canal extends^ 

From ev'ry province fwarming, void of care, 

Batavia ruihes forth ; and as they fweep. 

On founding (kates, a thoufand diff'rent ways. 

In circling poife, fwift as the.winds, along, 770 

The then gay land is maddened all to joy. 

Nor lefs the northern courts, wide o'er the fnow, 

Pour a new pomp. Eager, on rapid fleds. 

Their vig'rous youth in bold contention wheel 

The long-refounding courfe. Mean-time, to raife 775 

The manly ftrife, with highly blooming charms, 

Flufh'd by the feaibn, Scandinavians dames. 

Or Ruffians buxom daughters glow around. 

Pure, quick, and fportful, is the whole&me day; 
But foon elapsM. The horizontal fun, 780 

Broad o'er the fouth, hangs at hrs utmoft noon : • 
And, iire&dhial, ftrikes the gelid cliff : 
His azure glofs the mountain ftili maintains. 
Nor feels the feeble touch. Perhaps the vale 
Relents a while to th^e reflected ray ] 785 

Or from the foreft falls the clufter'd (how, 
Myriads 01 gems, that in the waving gleam 
Gay-twinkle as they fcatter. Thick around 
Thunders the fport of thofe, who with the giro. 
And dog impatient bounding at the ihot, 790 

Worfe than the feafon, defolate the fields | 
A;id, adding to the ruins of the year, 
Diftrefs the footed or the feather'd game. 
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^UT what is thisi Oar infimt Winter fibks, 
Divefted of his grandedry (hould our eye 795 

Aftoniih'd flioot into the frigid Zone; 
Where, for reientlefs months^ contimiai night 
Holds o'er the glitt'ring wafte her ftarry reign. 

Thbre, thro* the prifcm of unbounded -wilds, 
Barr'd by the hand of Nature from efcape, 800 

Wide-roams the Ruffian exile, bought around 
Strikes his fad eye, but deferts loft in fnow ; 
An^ heavy^loaded groves ^ and folid floods 
That ftretch, athwart the foliiary vaft. 
Their icy horrors to the frozen maiu'; 805 

And cheerlefs towns far«-diftant, never blefsM, 
Save when its annual courfe the caravan 
Bends to thfe golden coaft of rich Cathay ^^ 
Witdi news of human-kind. Yet there life glows 5 
Yet cherifh'd, there, beneath the ihining wafte, 81 q 
The fiirry nations harbour c tipt "with jet, 
Fair ermines, fpotlefs as the fnows they prefi-; 
Sables, of gloffy black ; and ddrk-embrownM, 
Or4)eauteous freakt with many a mingPd hue, 
Thoufands befides, the coftly;pride^f courts. 81 jf 
There, warm together prefs'd, the trooping deer 
Sleep on the new-fallen fnows ; and, fcarce his head 
Rais'd o'er the heapy wreath, the bntoching elk 
Liks flumb'ring Allien in the white abyfs- 

t .The old name for Chtnam 
Voul. R 
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The ruthlefs huttter wants nor 4logs nor t<nbf Bio 
Nor with the dread of fouQdii\g4)ows he driTes 
The fearful Bjing race ; with ponderous cl)d>s« 
As weak againft the mouutaia-heaps tbcj pulh 
Their beating brcaft ia vains and piteous bray. 
He lays them quiv'ring on th' enfanguin'd fnows, 825 
And wt^ loud fhouts rejoicing bears them home. 
There thro' the piny foreft haif«aUbrpl:> 
Rough tenant of thcfe {hades» the (hapelefs bear^ 
A^ith dangling ice all horrid* ftalks forlorn^ 
Slow-pac'd» and fourer as the £U»nm increaie, 830 
He makes his bed beneath ik* mchmeot drift. 
And, with Hern patience^ fcombg weak coniplainty 
Hardens his heart againft aflailtng want. 

Wide o'er the fp^ious regions ef the north, 
'That fee Bootes urge his tardy wain, ' 835 

A boift'rous race» by jfrofty * €aurus pierc'd, - 
^Vho little pleafttre know ^nd fear no pain. 
Prolific fwarm. They once relum'd the flame 
Of loll mankind in polijh'd flavVy funk, 
Drove martial f horde on horde, with dreadful Aveep 
Refiftlefs ruftiing o'er th' enfeebled fouth, 841 

And gave the vanquifh'd world another form. 
Not fuch the fons of Lapland : wifely they 
Defpife th' infenfate barb'rous trade of war ; 
They aik no mare than fimple Nature gives^ ^45' 

♦ The North- Weft Wind. 

f The wandering Stphian-CUit^ 
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Ifliey love their nKin&tains votd enjoy their floritas. 
No falft defires, nd pride-created wants, 
Diflurb thfe peaceful cut-rent of their time ; 
And thro' the reftlcfs ever*tortur'd maze 
Of pleafure, or ambition, bid k rage. 850 

Their rain-deer form their riches. Thefe their tenis. 
Their robes, their beds, alid all their homely wealth 
Supply, their wholefbme fare, and cheerful cups. 
Obfequious at their call, the docile tribe 
Yield to the fted their necks, and whirl them fwift S^^ 
O'er hill and dale, hea})'(r into one cxpanfe 
Of marl^isd fno\<f> as far as eye can fweep 
With a blue- cmft of ice unbounded glaz'd. 
By dancing tneteors then, that ceafelefs ftiatc 
A waving blaz^ refrafted 6'^r the heav'ns, / B60 
And vivid moons, and ftars that keener play 
With doAibied hiftre from the glofly wafte^ 
£v'a in the- depth of Polar" Nighty they find 
A ^^Oftdrous day t enoiigh to Jight the chace. 
Or guide thi^if daring fteps to Fi/ifafid'tzirs. 865 

Wifli*d Spring returns ; and from the hazy fouth. 
While dim Aurora flowly moves before, 
The welcome fun, juft verging up at firft, 
By fmall degrees extends the fwelling curve ! 
Till feen at lad for gay rejoicing montiis, 8;o 

Still round and round, his fpiral courfe he winds. 
And as he. nearly dips his flaming orb, 
Wheels up again, and reafcends the fky, 
In^ that glad feafon, from the lakes and floeds^ 
R 2 
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Where pure ♦ NiemPs &iry moimuins rife> S75. 

And fring*d with rofes f Tenglio roils his fbreami 
They draw the copious fry. With thefe» -at eve, 
They cheerful-loaded to their tents repair ; 
Where, all day long in ufeful cares employed. 
Their kind unblemifhf d wives the fire prepare. 8Sd 
Thrice happy race ! by poverty fecur'd 
From legal plunder and rapacious pow'r :. 
In whom fell int'refl. never yet has fown 
The feeds of vice : whofe fpotl^s f5valns ne'ef knew 
Injurious deed, nor, blafted by the breath 885 

Of faithlefs love,, their blooming daughters woe. 

Still prei&ng on, beyond T^r^rZ/z's lake,. 
And Hecla flaming thro' a wafte of fnow. 
And fartheft Grtenland^ to the pole itfelf, 
Where, failing gradual, life af length goes out, 890 

* Af . dt Maupaims, in his book on the Figure of the Earth, 
after having dcfcribcd the beautiful Lake and Mountain of NUni 
in Lefjand, fays,—-** From this height we had opportunity ii> 
*< veral times to fee thole vapours rife from the Lake which the. 
•• people of the country calYHaftioty and which they deem to be 
** the guardian Spirits of -the Mountains. We had been frighted 
*' with (lories of Bears that haunted this place, but (aw non<. 
^* U Teemed rather a place of refort for Fairies and -Gfjiii,. than 
** Bears." 

t The lame Author obfcrvcs,— " I was furprifcd to fee upon 
*' the banks of this river {xht TengUo) rofes of as lively a red as^ 
•* any that are in our gardens." 
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The Mufe ^panda Jcr foKtary flight ; 

And, hovering o'er the wiM ftupendous fcene^ 

Beholds new feas beneath * another iky. 

Thf on'd in his palace of cemiean ice, 

Here Winter holds hrs UArejoicing cenirt j ^95 

And thro* his airy hall the loud mifruie 

Of driving, tempeft is for ever heard j 

Here the grim tyrant meditates his wrath j 

Here arms his winds with all-drbduing froft i 

Moulds hts Hetce hail^ and trea^u1^es up his fnows, 900 

Wick which he iko^f oppreffes half the globe* 

Thence winding eafl:w»\i to this Taftar^s coafty 
She fweeps tJie hoM^Uag margin of the main ; 
Where undiflblving, from the firft of time. 
Snows fwell on fnows amazing to the (ky ; 905 

And icy mo\intains high on mountains pird. 
Seem to the fliiv'ring failor from afar, 
Bhapelefs and white, an atmofphere of clouds* 
Projected huge, and horrid, o'er the furge, 
Alps frown on Alps ; or rufhing hideous down, 910 
As if old Chaos was again return^, ^ 

Wide-rend the deep, an4 fhake the foKd pole. . 
Ocean itfelf no longer can refill 
The binding fury ; but, in all its rage 
Of tempeft taken by the boundlefs froft, J15 

~Is many a fathom to the bottom chained, 

• The other Hemifphere. 

R3 
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And bid to roar no more : a l^eak expanie5 

Shagg'd o'er with wavy roeks, cheerlefs, and void 

Of ev'ry life, tliat from the dreary months 

Flies confcious fouthward. Miferable they ! 92o> 

Who* here entangled in the. gath'ring ice^ 

Take their lad look of the defcending fui ;, 

VQiile, full of deathy and fierce with tenfold froft. 

The long long night, incumbent o'er their heads, 

Falls horrible.. Such vras the f Briton's fate, 925 

As. with //;y? prow, (what have not Britons dar'd!) 

He for the paflage fought, attempted, iince 

So much in vain, and feeming to be ihut 

By j^ous Nature with: eternal bars^. 

In thefe feU regions, in Artina caught,. 93a 

And to the (lony deep his idle fhip 

Immediate feal-d, he with his haplefs crew,. 

Each full exerted at his feveral taik. 

Froze into flatues ;. to the cordage glue'd? 

The failor,. and the pilot to the helm^ , 935: 

Harb by thefe fhores^ where fearce hisfrcezing (hreamv 
Rolls the wild Ohy-, live the laft of Men ; 
And half enUven'd by the diftant fun. 
That rears and ripens Man, as well as plants,. 
Here human Nature wears. its rudeil form. 940* 

Deq) from the piercing feafon funk in caves,. 

f Sir Hugh Willoughb-y, fcnt bjr Queen Elisabeth to^ 
^feovcr the North-Eaft PaiTagc 
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Here by dull fires, and with unjof ous cheer, 
They wafte the tedious glooHW Immers'd in. furs,. 
Doze: the grofs race* Nob fprigbtly jeft, nor fong, 
JJor tendemefs they know ^ nor aught of life, 945* 
Beyond the kindred bears that ftalk. without- 
TilL mom at length,, her rofes drooping all. 
Sheds a long twilight brightening, o'er their fields*.. 
And calls the quiver'd favage to the chace*. 

What csumot a^ve government perform^ 950 

New-moulding Man ? Wide-ftretching from thefelhores,. 
A people favage from remoteft time, 
A huge negledled empire one va&t Mind,. 
By H^av'n infpir'd, from Gothic darknefs call'd.- 
Immortal Peter ! firft of monarchs ! He 955- 

Hi&ftubbom country tam'd^ her rocks,, her fens. 
Her floods,, her feas,, her ill-fubmitting fons ; 
And while the Herct Barbarian ht fubdu'd,< 
To more exalted foul he rais'd the Jlflan, 
Ye fhades of ancient heroes, ye who toil'd 960 

Thro' long, fucceflive ages to build up 
A lab'ring plan of ftate, behold at once 
The wonder done ! behold, the matchlefs prince !• 
Who left his native throne, where reign'dtill then 
A mighty fhadow of unreal pow'r ; 965 

Who greatly fpum'd the flothfnl pomp of courts f 
And roaming ev'ry land, in ev'ry port 
His fceptre laid afide, with^lorious hand 
Unweary'd plying the mechanic tool. 
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GatherM the feeds of trade, of ufcfiil arts, ^yj 

Of civil wifdom, and of -ciartial (kill- 

Charg'd with the ftores of £ur9pe home he goes ! 

Then cities rife amid th' iilumin'd wade ; 

O'er joylefs deferts finiles the rural reign j 

Far-diftant flood to flood is focial joinM ; 975 

The aftoni(h*d Euxine hears the Baitiek roar ; 

Proud naries ride on feas that nerer foam'd 

With daring keel before ; and armies ftretck 

Each way their dazzling files, repreflkig here 

The frantic Aiexauder of the north, 980 

And awing there ftem Othman\ Ibrinking fons«. 

Sloth flies the land, and IgHotaftce^ and Vice^ 

Of old difhonour proud : it glows around. 

Taught by the Royal Hand that rous'd the whole. 

One fccne of arts, of arms, of rifmg trade : 985 

For what his wifdom planned, and pow'r enforced. 

More potent ftiU, his great example (hcw'd. 

Mutt'rikg, the winds at eve, With blunted pointy 
Blow hollow-bluft'ring from the fouth. Subdued, 
The froft refolves into a trickling thaw. 990 

Spotted the mountains iliine ; loofe fleet defcends. 
And floods the country roand. The rivers fweiiy 
Of bonds impatient. Sudden from the hills. 
O'er rocks aiftd woods» in broad brown catara<Eh^ 
A thoufand fiK)W-fed torrents flioot at once ; 995 

And, where they rtrfh, the wide-refounding plain 
Is left one fllmy wafte. Thofe fuU^ ieas> 
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That wafhM th* ungenial pole,, will reft no more 

Beneath the fliackles of the mighty north ; 

But, roufing all their waves,, reiiftlefs heave* looa* 

And hark ! the lengthening roar continuous runs 

Athwart the rifted deep :. at once it burfts, 

And piles a thoufand mountains to the clouds. 

Ill fares the bark with trembling wretches charg'd. 

That, toil amid the floating fragments, moors ioo{ 

Beneath the fhelter of an icy ifle. 

While night overwhelms the fea, and horror looks 

More horrible.. Caa human force endure 

Th' aifembled mifchiefs that befiege them round f- 

Heart-gnawing hunger,, fainting, wearinefs, ioi«? 

The roar of winds and waves, the crufli of ice,. 

Now ceafing, now renew'd with louder rage. 

And in dire echoes bellowing round the main* 

More to embroil the deep, Leviathaa 

And his unweildy train, in dreadful fport, , xoxj^ 

Tempeft the loofen'd brine, svhile thro' the gloom, 

Far, from the bleak Inhofpitable fhore,. 

Loading the winds, is heard the hungry howl 

Of famifh'd monfters, there awaiting wrecks. 

Yet Providence, that ever'iuaiwg eye,. lo^o 

Looks down with pity on the feeble toil 

Gf mortals loft to hope,, and lights thcmifafe. 

Thro* all tliis dreary labyrinth of fate. 

'Tis done 1 dread Winter fpreads his lateft glooms;. 
An4 reigns tremendous o'er the conquer'd year* 102^ 
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How dead the vegetable kingdom lies \ 
How dumb the tuneful T Horror wide extends 
His defolate domain. Behold* fond Man ! 
See here thy pi^r'd life \ paTs Come few years, 
Thy flowering Springs thy Summer's ardent ftrength^ 
The fbber Autumn fading into age^ 103^1 

And pak concluding Winter comes at laft, 
And (huts the fcene. Ah whither now are fled* 
Thofe dreams of greatnefs ? thofe unibUd hopes 
Of happinefs ? thofe longings after fame ? 1035 

Thofe reftlefs cares ? th<^e bufy buftling days ? 
Thofe gay-fpent, feftive nights ? thofe veering thoughts 
Loft between good and ill, that fhar'd thy lifei 
All now are vanifli'd ! Virtue fole-furvivesf 
Immortal never-failing friend of Man, 104* 

His guide to happinefs on high. And iee ! 
'Ti^ come, the glorious mom ! the fecond birtl^ 
Of heav'n, and earth f awak'ning Nature hears 
The nt^w-crtating mj^rdy and Aarts to hfe. 
In ev'ry heightened form, from pam and death 104; 
For ever free* The great etsmai fcheme^ 
Involving all> and m a ferfe^ ^whok 
-Uniting, as the profped wider fpreadsy 
To reafon's eye reiSn*d ckars up apace. 
Ye vainly wife ! ye blind prefumptuous ! now, 1050 
Confounded in the duft, adore that Fow^r, 
And Wisdom oft arraign'd : fee now the cauie. 
Why unafluming worth in fecret liv*d, 
Aftd dy'd, negU^ed^ \ why the good Man's (hartf 
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Tn life was gall and bittem^fs of foul : 1055 I 

Why the lone widow and her 4M^hans pin'd 

•Jn ftarving folitude ; while luxury, 

In palaces, lay ftraining her low thought, 

To form unreal wants ; why heav'n-bom truth, I 

And moderation fair, wore the red marks 1060 

Of fuperftition's fcourge : why licensed pain, 

That cruel fpoiler, that embofbm'd foe, 

Imbitter'd all our blifs. Ye good diftreft ! 

Ye nobfe few I who here unbending ftand 

Beneath life's preflure, yet bear up a while, 1065 

And what your bounded view, which only faw 

A little part, deem*d Evil is no more : 

The ftorms of WinYrv Time will quickly pafs. 

And one unbounded Spring encurcle aU. 
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THESEy as they change^ Ai,iiriGHTr FatheIi 
tb^e. 
Are but the varied Goo. The Tolluig year 
Is full of Thee* Forth in the pleafing Spring 
Thy beauty vra]ks» thy tenderaefs su&d love. 
Wide flufh the fields ; the ibft'oing air is balm ; 5 
Echo the mountains round; the foreft iiailes ; 
And ev'ry &aft» and ev'ry heart is joy. - 
Then comes thy glory in the Summer^^months, 
With light and heat refulgent. Then THYiiin 
Shoots full perfedion thro* the iweUmg year : x^ 

And oft THY voioe in dreadfvd thunder ^aks ; 
^ And oft at dawn, deep noon, or falling eve» 
By brooks and groves^ in hoUow-whifp'ring gales. 
.Thy boTsnty fhines in Autumn unconfin'd. 
And fpreads a common feaft for a^ that lives. 15 

In Winter awfol Thou ! with dauds and ftorms 
Around Thee thrown, tempeft o'er tempeftroU'd, 
MajelUc darknefs ! on the whfflwind's wing» 
Vol. L 5 
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Riding fublime» Thoo bidft the world adore. 

And humbleft Nature with thy northern hlaft. lo 

Mysterious round 1 what {kill, what force divine. 
Deep felt, in thefe appear ! a fimple train. 
Yet fo delightful mix'd, with fuch kind art» 
Such beauty and beneficence combin'd ; 
Shade, uaperceiy'd, fo fbft'ning into (hade f 2^ 

And all fo forming an harmonious whole ; 
That, as they ftill fucceed, they ravifh ftill. 
But wand'ring oft, with J>rute uaconfcious gaze, 
Man marks not Thee, marks not the mighty hand, 
That, ever-bnfy, wheels the filent fpheres j 30 

Works in the fecret deep ; (hoots, (learning, thence 
The fair profufion that o'erfpreads the Spring : 
Flings from the fun direA the flaming day ; 
Feeds ev'ry creature ; hurls the temped forth ; 
And, as on earth this grateful change revolves, 35 
With tranfport touches all the fpringsof life. 

IJature, attend ! joia ev*ry living ibuly 
Beneath the fpacious temple (^ the flcy. 
In adoration join ; an4» ardent, raife 
One gei^ral fong ! To Him, ye vocal galQ^» 4^ 

Breathe foft, ivhofe Spirit in your frefhnefs breathes: 
Ph talk pf him in iblitary glooms ! 
Where, o'er the rocjf, the fcarcely waving pine 
Fills the brown fhade.with a religious awe. 
And ye, whofe bolder ifotc is heard afiir, ^ 4( 
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Who (hake di* aftomfli'd world, lift high to heav'n 
Th* impetuous fong, and fay from whom you rage^ 
His praiie, ye brooks^ attune, ye trembling rills ; 
And let me catch it as I mufe along. . 
Ye headlong torrents, rapid, and profound ; §9^ 

Ye fofter -floods, that lead the humid miize 
Along the vale ; and thou, majeftio main, 
A fecret world of wonders in thyfelf, 
Sound His ftupendous praife ; whofe greater voice 
Or bids you roar, or bids your roarings hlh 55: 

^oft-roU your incenfe, herbs, and fruits, and fiow'rs,^ 
In mingled clouds to Him ; whofe fun exalts, 
Whofe breath' perfumes you, and whofe pencil paints^ 
Ye forefts bend, ye harvefts wave, to Him ; 
Breathe your ftill fong into the reaper's heart, 60 

As home he goes beneath the joyous moon. 
Ye that keep watch in heav'n, as earth afleep 
Unconfcious lies, effide your mildeft beams, 
■Ye conftellations, while your angels ftrike. 
Amid the fpanglcd iky, the fdvcr lyre. 6jf 

Great fource of day.l beft image here below 
Of thy Creator,^ ever- pouring wide. 
From world to world, the vital- ocean round. 
On Nature write with ev'ry beam His praife. 
The thunder rolls : be hufh'd the proibate world ; 7©^ 
While cloud to cloud return the folemn hymn. 
Bl^at out afrefh, ye hills : ye moffy rocks. 
Retain .the fouiKd : the broad refponfive lowe. 
Ye valliesy raife; for the Great Shepherd reigns ;* 
S 2 
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And kis uwfuf^ring kingdom jet ^U come. 1$ 

Ye woodlands all, awake : a boundlefs ibng 

Biirft from the groyes ! and when the reftlefi day 

Expiring, lays the warbling world afleept 

Sweeteft of birds ! fweet Philoinela» charm 

The lift'ning ihades, and uach the night His prsdie. 80 

Ye chief, for whom the whole creation fmiles. 

At once the head, the heart, and tongue of ai], 

Crown the great hymn I in ^firarming cities yaft» 

Aflembled oyni) to the deep organ join 

The long-refounding voice, oft-breaking clear, 85 

At folemn paufes, thro' the fwelling bafe ; 

And, as each mingling flame increafes each. 

In one united ardor rife to heafV'n. 

Pr if you rather chufc the rural (hade. 

And find a fane in ev'ry facred grove ; 90 

There let the fliepherd's flute, the virgin's lay. 

The prothpting feraph, and the poet's lyre. 

Still fing the God of Seasons, as they roll, 

lor me, when I forget the darling theme. 

Whether the bioffom blows, the fiimmer-ray 95 

Kuffets the plain, inj^iring Autumn gleams \ 

Or Winter rifcs^ in the black'ning eaft ; 

Be my tozigue mute, my fancy paint no more. 

And, dead to joy, forget my heart to beat! 

Should fate comma^id me to thefartheft verge lOO 
Of the green earth, to diftant barb'rous climes. 
Rivers unknown to fong 1 where firft the fun 
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Gilds Indian mountaitts, or hb fetting beam 

Flames on th' Atlantic ifles ; 'tb nought to me ^ 

Since God is ever prefenty ever felt, 105 

In the void wafte as in the city full ; 

And where He vital breathes there mod be joy. 

When ev'n at laft the folemn hour (hall comey 

And wing my myflic flight to future worlds, 

I cheerful will obey ; there, with new pow'rs, 1 10 

Will rifing wonders fing ; I caxmot go 

Where Universal Lov£ not fmiles around, 

Sadaining all yon orbs, and all their fons } 

From feemlng Evil ftill educing Good^ 

And Better thence again, and Better ftill, 115 

In infinite progreflion. «But I lofe 

Myfelf in Him, in Light ineffable I 

Come then, expreflive iilence, mufe his praiie. 



The END Of VOL. I. 
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